BURIELL DAVIS 1756 6-1845[ /
Purwell Davia cnd his wife, ilartha Hn;rkim Davis, de nine childran:

L Sallies m Harry Botty, lloved to Tenn.

IT Dick m 7ionie Powsll

1111/ Jane (Jermie) m Billis Powell

IV Sam 180I-189I m Amande Xearney

v Haney 1803-1874 m Simon Fleming

VI Edwerd 1806-1895 m Hzbecea Davis Pitehford~——m0--
VII 'John S. m Marths Blouant Powell {P#h:r}

VIII Ishsm nsver marﬂiad

Ix mc? n

I Harry and Sellle Davis Betty hed four children, Williem, Martha,
Harriet and John _ .

I1 Dick »nd Winnie Davis, no children. _

I17 Billie and Jennle Davia Pgwell, four children.
{ Eliza m Jamss 4lbert Egerton . ' it a2
2 Bsn m Anna Clogg o ot e Tk T e
¥'3 John Burwell m Carollne Egerton /i =77 T7° #
4 Tom m Lucy Avent ' i

IV Sem end Amands K. *¥avis had seven children, Charlss, Petsr,
?rank; Sam, and Polly died between ages six and sixteen.
6 lMinnde m dalter illen
¥ Robert Edward m (a) Della ’f‘harringtnn (B) Annla Petar
{(e) CGertruds Crae.

v Simon and Nancy Dawgon Davis Fleming had nine children:

Thomes m Delia Pennington
Lucy m James Albert Egerton
Hary m Thomasa Egsrton
Nancy m " LS

Martha m Pen). Powall Davis
Winnde m Honry Bobbitt
Richard,Dr. m Jenniae Wataon
Simon m leah FPaschall

Salllie m Joseph Shsarin

WP -1k 00D

Vi Edword and Rebecca Duvis had eilght chilldren
)
Mstthew, 1830-1906, m Loulsa Hill
Burwell, 1833-1901 m Caroline Allen
Mary 1836-1856 m Janea Harris
Gsorgs  1835-1302 m Rebtscca Johnson
Weldon  1838-1863
Thomes 1845-1864
Pattia 8et 1852-1915m Frank H. Egerton
william (Blllie) 1859-1937 m (1) HMemie Demeron (2) Blanche Egerton
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VII John 3. and Patay Davis had eight children:

1 Isham {Dr.) m Pollis Pitchford

2 Jamps (Jimmie) a Mery Cheek

3 Benj. Powell m Merths Filsming

4 Sallie m lev., James Pltchford

S&6 2", Hicnard, -rillinm wallace, and John 2,
8 Prafttie Tuc? @ William {Oray Pomell.
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MATTHEG DAVIS (1752-1829) B

S
Matihsw and Mary ledrs Yavis had alx chlldren:
Patar H,
Stephen (Dr.)} m Hattle Johnsoun
Hancy m John Pewell
Polly m Ned Kesarney
Elfzabath {1789-1875) m Stirling Fitchford
Fabagceca m willlam C. Willlams.

Stephen and Hattle J. Pavis had four children: Feter R. II,
Dr. lugh, Sarah ard Hary.

Jobn And Naney D. Pewell had 6 children: Hary, Worgan, Dr. lemial,
Fetor, and two other daughters, one m Peter Kearnoy, cns ¢ John Vima.,

Ned and Polly D. ¥earney had 6 children: Betsy, pmardn, iAnn, Mar=-
tha, Matilde, Tom, Henderson, and Jena., Amanda m San Davis, Jane
m Williem Hooper, president of the University of Horth Carollna,

Stirling end Elizabeth Davis Fitchford had 6 children:

1 Thomas Jefferszon (Dr,) 1810-1883 m iatllda Cheek

2 Rebsceca Lavia 1812~1900 m Edward Davis __ / /.4
3 Polly Stephsena 1814-1814

4% Hancy Dawacn 1815-1898 m Henry A, Foota

5 0Osorge Anderson 1817-1821

¢ lNary Turner 1818~1887 m Charles Jackson Egarton
#11liam C, and Hebscca Davils VWilliams hed 12 children;

1 Matthew (Dr.) m Anna Bryant

2 iary @ Bob Glenton

3 Martha m Dr, Lemsl Povell

4 Fpma Rebecgca m Benj. Iredall Egerton I

5 Wanllacsa m Oebtevia Zobsraon

5 bBuekaer Pavia (Mej} w Estiie Symms

7 Bottie m Jack licholaon

8.0 fThomas % Stephen never m. Three others disd young.

r. Thomas J. and Matilda Pltchford hsd nine children: John, Rob-
art, Bettie, Pollie, Thomas, Annie, and Stirling II.

Edwapd & Kebacca P. Davis had 8 children. Ses Burwell Davis 1lins.

-

Fenry A. and Naney Pitechford Foote had 5 children: Mary, George,
Thomag, Jeamea, and Henry Jr. .

Charles Jackson Egerton and Mary Pitchford Egerton had 10 children:

Chsrles m Lou MoRnight

Sallie m George ¥W. Blount

Rufua, Sidney, Annie and Willie mnever married,

Hary (Minnie m Dr. B. Frank Whiteside
Bugh n. Hodglie Ballard

Frank m Pattie Bet Davis

flobert Zollicoffer (Zollie) m Inls Hill Davis
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The following are the namag of the slaves belonging to my grandparsnts,
Fdward and Rebecca VYavis, except that "Uncle Richmond,” who was the hus-
band of Iucinde, (Memmy Cindy) bslonged to a neighbor, and Jim Green
may have been a fres Negro. Some of these nemes I remembor, sacms ars
namd in the will of Fdward'ls father, Burwell Davis, as left to him,
(Edward), Iucinda, nemed in the will wf Edward's brothsr, Dick, and

tho others I have gloaned from Grandma's lettera. I remember HMammy Gin-
dy's granddaughter, Marg, dsughter of Amy, but I do not knoy whethar
she was born before, during or after the wer, There were others.

Amy, dm, of lamny Cindy & Uncle R, 1, 28

A)fred ,not Grandpeta. -, 81

Ann 3 Hargarol 67

Bat 68, Bi Hason , son of Mammy C, & R.35,52
Betsy, Aunt 20 Nelson (Net) 54, 59, 60, 68, 70
Buck - B Prime 935 .
Charity 8,15 Kichmond, Uncle

Demps Saronay 19

Dolly 17 Sary 61, 81

Dorgas _ 81 - Sol, son of Memmy C. & Uncla R
Eliza Stephsn 13, 66

Elanrgir Tom 93

Yad 9,28,33, 17 Windaor, belonged to Dr. PBitchford
Frank 10, 61 Zack,

Fi1llia 1l, B1

Oreen,Jim 12, 34, 67

Jenmle 22

Joa 14, 81, 97, 66, 58

Lou -

Lucinda {Mammy) C1ndy) 38



IF?TER3 OF REBHCCA P. DAVIS N £ 55
R AT
with notan by her gra:ﬂiaughﬁﬂ? : Dy 2t
Blancha Egapton Dakar. LTINS o AR

THTRODUCTION v

The laittera ln thia collesctlon, with the excaption of a few, were wrilte
ton during the Civil fjar, 1861i-1865, and were kept by my uncla, Pur-
wall P, “avis, and now beleng to his granddaughter, Imcy B. Fridgen,
who kindly loansd them to me so that I could meke copiles in order that
other msmbers of the lVavis family and eemnectlons might have the op-
portunity of roeding them. Most of the loetters were wrlitten by nry
grandmother, Hebocea P. Lavis, who was Uncle Purwellis mother.

Tncle Purwall was in activo service In 1861 snd 1862, but was wound-
ed in the erm and was sent to the hosplisl in Haleish, He never cogoy-
sred aulficlantly to roturn to the battie line, but was rateinsd et
the hogpltsl to help carsa for other sizk and wounded aoldiers. 'Whisz
made it pesaible for him to kesp the lstters he received, whils hia
brothors, who were in active combat, could not keep theira. Fortunate-
Ly, Urarndma sent him aong of the letters written to her by her othor
son3, and I have inciuded them in this collection.

In addition to ths Vlar letters, there 13 1n this collection one by
my great grandmother, lra. ¥lizabsth Davis Pitchford, (flebscca's moth-
ar} apd several written by Rabecca in her later years to difforeont peo-
pla. I have found in theas the namesa of seversl paople now living, in-
cluding my own name, :

I have added notes of axplanstion that msy seem quite unnecessery Lo
oldar members of the family, btut which will be of help to the younger
onea who do not know much fabout those clder people, almost all of whom
have poased away. The cnly persaon now 1living (1955) memtioned im the
¥ar lstitera ia Cousin Mary lavisg Allen, now 92 years old, who 1s rofar-
ved to only as "Lout'a baby," page 28, thoupgh in tha letters written
later s few are now living.

Since the lettors ere so closely associaoted with the dsscendanta of
Burwell snd llatthsw Davie, sons of Peter and amy Davis, I am glving on
the following pages a partial lins of these brothera, especially the
family of Edward Davia, son of Burwell, and Edwerd's wife, Rebecca,
granddsughter of Matthew. 1 have slso arranged an index.

I hops you will enjoy readlng thess letters as mich as I have an-
Joysd working with them.

Blanche Egerton Bsker.
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triis desoer 12 cddposssni GO 1D kMeDy s, Mavis 1 :
+arrenton, H., C. Tharsday, LApril 26, 'El

Yaar Nollie,
Lours of 1ast wesk came to hand in due time, snd I em-
brace the present opportunity of writing a few lines in raply.

I will soul your blue lawn and apron by the very first opportuni-
ty. I haven't trimned the pink lswn yst. I shall get some edgling for
the slaavea before 1t 13 worn. The white swiss 1s fixed up snd looks
tolerably well. I suppcse those two will answer for the gexamination,
will they? I want to mske you & ¢rimson velvet basque low neck and
short slesves trimmed with green to wear with your white dressea this
Summar. I though%t to have it copan in the front and back, and lace it
in front with green ribbon or cord. hat do you say to it?

I am very sorry I didn't send your apron and dreas by your Aunt Fat-
8y, but Bo it is I dldn't, The stockings I supposs you have ere thia
got, The bonnet you must have fixed, I 1t is & real nice pretty bon-
net you muat have it done up in & real nice pretty astyle, and if it'a
not, 1t isn't worth while to have 1t done at all. I am going to have
mine newly dressed whon I come up. hlch had you rather, that 1 come
and stay 8 day or btvo before the examination, or at that time?

I don't expect to attend the ensulng commencements myself, and think
it will be gntirely out of your power todo so. Barwell has no notion
of going %o Chapel Hi1ll. You couldn't failrly drag him thera, and if I
wera to prev:il on him to accomapny you, would you be willing to go aso.-
far among ao many strangers without a aingle female acquaintance? Your
huant lMatlilda hasn't a8 ©lt mors noti:m of poing to vwake Forest than I
have. As for Bettie, she muy go. yout I am not sure of 1. It'a
a much bigger job to get to Chapel H11ll than to wake Forest. Oneé has
to stay all night in Ralelgh and go by stepe neEt dsy, ond you are so
1ittls and unobtrusive you might get loeat.

Mat says Mr. /hitfield expects to leave shortly for hs home in the
sunny Scuth, so he =ays, tut lat says he doesn't believe he'll aver go
South until he pays #erren and Nash another visit, so I expect he'll
comg wlth Mat in June, tho I'wve hesrd nothing ssid about it, le knows
MConzain Bet" will te et home then,

I don't know whether we shall heve our types put in your brezst pin
or not. When your Pa gsts well I'1ll try to got him up, and if I cen't
you will heve to sxchange your breast pin for one that is complete 1In
itself. Your Pa has besn expecting Mr. Egerton to aend his wagon dowrn
after psas. I thought I ¢could send your things in the wapgon, mt it
hasn't been a raady. I reckon CGeorge will come down with it when 1t
deoes come. Wonder what sort o a salesamnn he makes.

I want you to be very caraful with your ¢lothes; Xeep thsm in placs
and in order; don't loss small things; have a particular place to
keep everything, and then you'll know Jjust where to find 1t.

You muat write before very long snd let me know 1f you want the basaque
made, and tell me something about how, ate., I have the velvet on hand
ready. The silk of which your apron ls made cost $1.82% psr yard. It
1s almost a yard wide, congequently 1 only pat in one yd, I went down
to your funt Matildats last woesk to a quilting, 5She had scome half doz-
on ladies to help her, I haven't had youra guilted yet, but I ought.
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I was very much pleased with ny dress Jour Pa got at Albert's the
other day. I shall send your fan when I send your other things., text
Surday 13 our gquarterly maating, shouldn't be aurprised if I have rizht
muich cojpany. Had a letter from Sal lost week, just as niss as sveo.

I have heard from your Aunt Mary, Shs 3 better. Aig I amin a hurry
I'11l concluds,

ly best respects to Eliza, d4insa, Sellie and Bettie, and sll, and
believe ma as aver, your affectionate '

: Mother, #, P, Davis,
P,S, Bs sure to take good care of your fan.

(This lstter was from my grandmother, hebecca Davis, to her oldast
daughter, Mery, whom she arffectionately called "Mollie ™ Aunt lMary was
at that time attending boarding schooll in warrenton. 'The resaon
Grendma was interasted in the commencementa at Chapsl Hill and .alko
Forest was that har oldest son, Hatthew (Matt) was a atudent at Chupel
111, and her nephew, Thomas Pitchford, was at flake Forest. Thomaa
was the son of her brother, Dr. Thomas Jefferson Pltehford and his
wife, liatilda, who is spoken of in this latter as “Your Aunt Matilda,”
Also mentioned in the letter ares: _ .

Your Aun& lary, Grandma's sister, Mrs, Jackson Egerton of Loutslurg,
Bettie, daugh®er of Dr, Pitchford.

iir. Eparton, or Jamss Albert, my father's sccond cousin, who mar-
rled two of Grandpe Yavis! nieces.

Eliza, daughtsr of James Albert Egerton and his wife, Rliza Hunt Powell.
Winea (Winnie) dsughter of Orondpats asister, Nancy Davis Fleming.
Sallise (Sal), Dsughter of Grandma's sister, Mary Lgerton, und Charles
Jackson Egarton (my paternal grendparenta, as my two grandmothers wers
sisters,

Matthew (iatt,) Purwell,and George, sons of Grandpa snd Grandma Davis.
George, when he was 15 years old went to live with Albert Egerton snd
Wworx In his store. The following paragraph i3 from "Sketches of 0ld
#arrenton” by Lizzle Wilson Montgomery, p 104:

"Acroas Front Street from Pater Davis! house and farther up, on the
corner, stood a two-story white house, the home of Albert Egarton. Ad-
Joining his house was his stors, whero lie Legan busineas in 1845. Just
cefors the War he remodeled and improved it, making it one of the moat
fAttractive stores in tgown, The block burnsd 1 1872." DMNete:; Front
Jtreet is parallel to Maln, north of GCourt house, {Cepied from "Davias™
by ala Hunter Skillman,)

Pater Davia, Qrandma's uncle, bLrother of horp motcher,
: B.F.RB,)
The follewing in a small tut beautiful hund, probably iunt Hary's
(¥ollls), dated Nov. 21at, 1855, and haaded "Warrenton Fern Inst.,”

"Employment for young ladies after qultting school.

Bettie. 'Mollie, how do you think a young ludy ought to employ har
time &fter sho has completed Mer educatian?*

Mollie. “Really, Bettis, I don't know, but I don't reckon ahe could
spend har time In anything that wouldbe more beneficial than 1n reading
dome useful book or something else that weuld be improving to her mind,



5
¥Friday evening, 18th July, 1856

Daar Mgllie

You have doubtlesa been expacting we to sand you your blus
direes ers this. I know you oupght to be weering it this hot weather
by all means, 4lbert's wapgon will be hers tomorrcw after hams, 30

I*1l send it up if I can,

Your paintings come sofely to hend. 1 think the dog 1a very well
executedfannd tE@ lady will do pretuy well, tut Iittle Red Riding Hood
deesn't look 1like I always thought she looked., I don't think flats
were in fashion in h2r day, I think she wore a red cloak with a hood
to 1t, fre you palnting this aseasion or not? 1 should like for you
to paint very well. I am afraid the achool will not be as good aa it
has been haeratofore with thrae of the most =fficient teachers amias.

1 want you to let us know the true state of the caee as sarly as
practicable, and 2l1l about what you are doing, how many scholars, how
many bosrdera, and how many new teachers. Try and improve yoursolf -
a1l you can thia session. Don't let anyona bs smarter than Fou. I
never could bear to sse you behind any girld of your age, I knov you
ara as good and kind and dutiful as any, snd I think you sare a3 smart
oo, 1f you will exercisa your talents aright. Hatt openad school
Honday morning with 32 scholars, and thers were other boarders coming
in at different boarding houses, who hadn't besn to the academy.

Bettle Pitchford had a grond concert that mdght, so your Grandms
aaid. BShe suys Bet sings and plays pretty well, much better than she
expected. Poll and Sam can play, and ell the boys play something, so
they are quite a musicunl seb, 1t seems. I wonder how Snllie liksa your
leaving her,

Your Grandma 1a over the creek at this time, She 13 to be at 3arah
Nowell's wedding the 30th. Well, the weather is real hot and dry, and
vegetation 1s drying up fast, and we csn't get meal snd flour, have to
use cornfleld pess and Iriah potatees, go I'1l conclude for this time.

Saturday worning. No rain yet. Teke caro of your things; don'h
strew they about, and be sure to take care of your watch., Don't lend “
it ror lose 1%t nor neglect 1%t in any way. Don't let vour trunk get
abused 1f 1t can possibly be helped, I would have ocoVsred 1t if I had E
had time. I send you andther every day underskirt, which mak-:3 about
10 you have in all, .

Wall, I can't think of anything else I went to say just now, so

1'1ll conclude by subsecribing myself your
Affectionats Mother,

{The letter is addreased to "Mary A. Yavis, “arrenton, N. C." In the
lover lefthand corner is written "Mr. Lperton, Plesse forward.®

"Your Grandma" was Grendma's mother Ellzabeth.
Bettle, Poll, and Sem were chlldren of Grandma's brother, Dr. Pitch-
ford.
I think Sallie was my father's asister, Sallle Egerton.
Sarah Newell was the granddaughter of Grandma's eunt, Nancy lMavis Pow-
all. She merpried CGol. Thomas Paterson slston,

Hi‘Ei Ea]



Molliats Grava.

In yondor bright and bssutiful apot

Whnich 1193 juat back of cur garden plot,
Wwhere oft in her infancy she played,

- My gentle, lovely lMary is lnild.

ind often in ailence I look at her btomd

i#ith feellinge of sorrcw, griafl and gloom,
Then chlde me not if I moan and weep,

For my lovely ilollie who liss maloep.

Bensath the arms of the white ocak tree,

Where oft ahe reamed In her childhocd glze,
lly deaprest child thars aleeps alone,

Where the soft winds of sunmer mcan..

where the forsat troes their branches wave
And seem to be sipghing over her grave,

snd oft in soirow I go and weep
where Mollis is slesplng her gentle sleep.

And think as I gaze on the heaven above
- That I see har in that land of love
“hera the wicksd cease to trouble more,
And the weary rest on the heavenly shore.

This 4th of July, 1860. Her Mother.

She died the 26th of lay, 1860, 1n the beautiful springtime - the
season of bright skies, rich misic, and lovely flowers. DBut where
she now dwells skias ore ever bright snd music 13 never hushed.

"There sverlasting spring abldes
And never withering flowers."

Then ~ Q,' my Heavenly Fathar, grant that we all, father, mother,
brothars and sister, msy meet her and stind with the whi te-robed
throng before the throne of '3od,

R.P.D,

(The above, which was written by "Mollle's mother, is copled from
2 “"Souvenir Albumn” glven to Mary 4, Devis by her cousin, George A.
Foote, Sept, 9, 1856, while she was a atudent at Jarrenton Female
Colleginte Inatitute, It contsins the sutographs of many of her school
mates, among them, Eliza Egerton, "her friend and cousin.”

It selso contuins a poem tnscribed "fo llollis from her grondmother;”

"Young and happy while thou art,
liot a furrov dn thy brow,

ot a =2orrow in thy hesrt,
Seak thy Maker now."

Th%alhumn.waa given by lMollie's (Mary({s) mother - Rsbecca P. Davis,
to her namesake, Hary A. Mavia, whose daughter, Myrtla Davis of Inez,
N. C., now owns 1t. {1545}

7LELUL)
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Fishinpg Creek
July the 1Oth, 1861
Dear Burmyell,

fours and Veldon's letter of July the fourth fell into my hand
tha next day after date, and 1f I hed known that you would heve re-
melnad in Richmond 50 long I would have written to you ere this, for
i-sxpact 1t does s3ea . - to have been s long time since you left
nome. Ve wers glad to learn that you all had reached a atopplng place , -
without an eccident, for really I hardly know what I most dread, accl-
dents or old Iincadin's army, ;

Your second letter, mailed the 8th, came to hand the 9th, so I'll
write the 10th and mail it the 1lth, hoping it may reach you the 12th,
tho you may have moved your quarters ere then, I want one ' or the
other of you to wrlte pretty often, at leaat for a while, and I shall
let you hesr from home pretty frequently, that ia, ir vou can get oy
letters, and I want you to mention Joun A, Fing's nama in your letters.
I don't expect he can write, and uia friends are doubtloss us anxious
to heer from him as other people are, ard will probably asxpect to hosar
from us. .

had

e haveafine seasons since you left, snd sll vegeiation seems very
lururlent. They aowed pees in the lot ionday, the ground being in ex-
cellsnt order, and last night we had a gedtle shower, I have an abund-
ance of vegetables. Tom went tc town yesterday after some things which
he laft, and I sent by him to the soldiers st the ruce track half bush-
2l onicna, half bushel anaps, sand a peck of cucumbers and beets.

Tom sticks very closely to the hands every dey, doesn't seam to
mind at all, tho he says these hot duys o rl%ﬁ, rd with him. He was
enxious for a watch, and I found a allve: -watch in George's posses-
alon, and I let him teke it. I believe it anawers his purpose very
well.

It ssems to me to very well to remsin in Petersburg or some
other place nearer homs than lLewlsburg to form the regiment snd drill,
i thought at firat it wasn't good nollcy to tuke such raw materisl ov-
¢r among the Torys and Yankays, not even unifarmed., I want to know
2zactly how many of your men sre of Buck's company, how many of Drake's.
and how many thatrewain in after the Co's united, without repard to elth -
er. 1t is qulite shocking for people who have alfwayas 1ived in peace
and quietude to be subjected to auch scened of violence, and to hear
the profenity, and to - gee the gany evidences of the want of tha fear
of Jod, as will probably preaent themselves to view in the courss of
cewm,- 1ife. I do hate to hear telk of our soldiers shooting and cutting”
up each other. I am glad to hesr that there are some praylng psopla
among you; for the sake of the ten righteous persona, a grsat c¢nlami-
ty may be sverted.

1 see asccounta in the newspepers that 1n some . repgluents a resl re- Y
ligicus elsment preveils, and thut man of the ma t pious men of the
land are on the tented fisld. 1f there ever waes a time when a1l should
wateh and pray, surely thet time is mow. I wonder if you evel slesp
now-a-days, or rether nighta, You could scarcsly 8loep with a nolso
in yoar house, Ieow do you manape with so meny men around you?

wvery time the dogs berk, if Billise notlices it, he runs to the door
and says, "Yonder comes Bro' Burwell."” Pat says, "The worst I hate,
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now Bro' Burwall is ponad, if the children do anything to me I cantt -
say,"I'11 tell Bro! Burwell.'" It seems very lonely since you and
#eldon left, ‘o mlss you a pgood deal, perhaps more than we do the
other boys becsuse you have baen all the %ime at home, nnd they
have nct.

Your PFa gats up e.1rly every morning nov that you are not here.
They have cut the oztas and stacked aome yeosterday, and I sxpect they
will the balanca today. The carn is looking admirabls, 3o your Pa
seems to think, I heard from Jackson's a fow days since, and they
are quite dry, gerdens parched up and vegetables very scarce. I be=-
1leve Rufus is et Yorktown. Your Aunt lary spoke of sending something
there for the hoapital. They have many cuses of measlsa there. Your
Pa seems to be of the opinion that you will never have 1t, I suppose
jJou are signt-seeing every day. If yéu stay in the army meny months,
you will probably see msny things to eastonish you in your rambles
throngh the country. :

W8 have been to church once sinece you laft, end there was one
young man there, baesides Pig John, and he sat to himself and Tooked
rather consplcucua. 1t wea Harry, and as I csme out of church, he
ceme to me and said, "I can't stsnd this.® I didn't ask him what he
meant, for I knew full well. I asked him why he didn't go up to aees
you all off. He sald beceuse he was ashemed, and I belisve he spoke
the truth.

Johuw A. 8aye 1t was the hardest time he ever had in all his 1ife
to let Bob go. His wife thought 1t very stranga for him to aay so, !/
but 1t was not sc satrangs after all, for things that are strictly prov-
identizsl we know we have no control over, amd so we patiently, or rathe-
er, quletly, submlt, but in this case I reckon he felt l1ike he might
have controlled the matier; hence 1t was that he felt so badly sbout it.

The watermalons are coming on fine, I believe, aend will soon ba on
hand, but who is to @at them? Your Pa and I can't eat much like we .
used to, 80 Tommy and Pat and the 01ld Boy, s George calls Bill, will - o
have to do most of the job, I reckon., Jim Davis' child im much bettspr, .o
Jim has baen to see it, and Jim Pitchford came up too, and his Pz says
he wes the maddest mesn, The officers won't let him do as he liksa ave
ery time, com® and g0 when he pleases to. [@ says he hss behaved him-
@1f so far and obeyed oprders, but you may look out for squalls., Ie ;,ﬁj
doesn't think he can hold out mach longer I suppose, but he hsd better? g
It 13 a duty to which he has subjected himself, and taere tamore dignit y o
in obedience then there is in a ¢ourae of insvbordination. I will now —
say a word to Jeldon, and so goodby, and believe me as your affectionate &

Mai =
(This letter to Uncle Burwell waes written by his mother, lebecca P. Da-
vis in the beginning of the war, At that time the oldest son, Matthew,
was 51 years old. Ilo had graduated from the University, was married,
ahd was the teacher of "The Male Academy in Loulsturg, Barwell, 29,
had been the one mest interested in the farm, snd had carried on the
work almost more thsn hils father. GOeorge, 26, was clerking for Albert
Egerton in warrenton. Weldon, 23, had graduated from the Univeraity
and went right into the war.Thomas (Tom ©6r Tommy) was 16, end was plan-
ning to go to the University, tut he tried to toke his brother Rurwell's
place on the farm. Pattie Eét (Pat) my mother, was nesrly nine. 3She
was Uncle «eldon's apecial pet. 'wo of her children were named for him.
Billie was a mischievous chap of 23, He seoms to have been the special
ret of hia Bro' Furwell.

Rufua Egerton was the son of paternal grandparents, Jackson and
Mary Bgerton. Jim Pitchford wsamﬁrundmﬂ'E nerhew, Jim Yavis, GrandpaBs
John A, Wms., & neignbor; Bob, his son. Harry, son of John Buxton :.ms.

Tarrvy A14 en o the w
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Lgapr weldon, - July ths 10th, 1861

I have sddresaed my letter mostly bo Burrall this time and shall
direct 1t to him, snd 0o you next time, end 30 on, but then Shis is
intended aa iruch for ona as th2 other, and they must e all times be
conaidered so, and I think between you both, when you are aseing and
hesring so ruch, that you ean make up a pretty long letber every week
whan you are not in active servicae,

Pat seys she doca wish they would figit 1t out and be done. I
ask~d ner 1f she hadn't rather be dono without the fighting. She said,
"No, I want that old btad men whipped so he may let us alone,” She says
1 ought not to have lat you go, for I promised her not to let you go,
30 she says. '

Your funt llary says she is provoked with Rufus because he won't
#ccopt an of fice, to which his militsry knowledge entitles him. She ~
says he says a plonty to shoot with, and a plenty to shoot at is his
greatest ambition., She asys she never shall see anothsr easy moment
while the war lasts on acecount of his youth, inexperience, and I reck-
on might have added rocklessnass, from her remarks, She says she is
eware of the demcrallzing offects of camp life, but told me & I had
nothing to fear but malleta, that my boys had fixed principles, "Haob-
lts formed, principles fixed, and nothing to fear." .Jhether she was -,
conscientious in whet she seld or intended to flatter, I don't know,
ut such I belisve to be the fact anyhow. I know that all my boys are,
to say th&8 least, God fearing men. They have been born and bred in
the feoar of God, snd have manifested it in all their ways.

I believe there 1s no news afloat since you left, more than what I
have written. Your Pa told me not to fill up until he told me what he
nad to ssy, but when he resd the three first pages, he aaid he believad
I had aaig all thst was necessary. I found the hendkerchief you lost
lying on the plano, and I also found a fine linen one of BurwelllsHn
an old coat pocket, both as black as the- not the back, but they don't
lack mich. I got up all the old and new shoes after you were gone, ard -
pat them 1n a box, #nd they're soms, alms t snough to start peddling.

I locked them up for safe keeping.

I understand that the soldiers very generally are regulsr resdsrs .-
of the Bible. I wish you both to bear in mind that the 12th Chap of
Romena and 2nd Chap of Timothy are fsvorite chupters with me. Read
them and think of that, and s3 I sm about to cloge, I pray that you
may be token under the special cere of your heavenly Father, that he
will enlighten you be the influsnce of hls holy spirit, protect you by
his almighty power, sustain you by his grace, and keep you from all
the smares and temptations to which you mesy be exposed whils in the
eity and cemp. '

Frrewell,
Your affectionate HMa,
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¥ishing Creek
Thrsday, the 18th July,
Daar BPurwell,

Your letter of the 16th reached me the 17th, and I proceed to
answer. I am glad that you all are as well provided for as you aras,
«e¢ are all awarse that a soldier's 1life is not a very snviable one, tho
most of them seem to bz contented and gven cheerful and happy. They
mak; a virtue of necessiity, I reckon. M i1s well if they can hold out
at 1t,

, I don't think John C. DPavis is dead; I heard he was rapidly
improving, the last I heard of him, I expect he 13 quite wall sra this.
All our family and neighbors are well as fsr as I know except the long
standing cases, Charity says she is better, and eats =23 much s a well
man need to eat, but I do nof think ahe 1s improving then.

Your Uncle Sam brought your letter from town yesterdsy, and broke [~
1t cpen and read 1%, but he 1s not to blame, tho I have not given him
libarty to open my letters, yet he feels so much concern for you all
thaet he camnot fairly help 1t. Billy heard your hogs squealing yester-
day morning, (when it wes ralning and they were not fed es early nos ua-
ual) and he jumpad out of his cradle and rsn to  the door, saying, "Bro
Purwsll has come, Bro Burwell has coma.” He stood in the door a whils,
and looked asround, and then he came to me and sald, “Ms, ain't Bro Bur-
well gone way over yonder?" He 1s a mischievous little urchin, went
under the table yesterday at dinner and bit Pat's toe, and he doea 1t
regquently of late 1f she ian't on the watch.,

George heglina to spesk of visiting home, seys it would do him more
gocd than any thing in the world to walk about here in these cool shady
woods. and drink some good water and eat wlth white folka., I don't know
whother he will come or not. If he doea, I think 1t will be during
malon time. I@e is anxious to hear from you, would write 1if he knew
where you were, ns you ssid by him, He 18 at home, it seems like. "He
says they sometimes hear that they are golng to Yorktown, but they don'®
recelve marching orders. I am to send him some crackers snd buscuit-
tomorrow.

Your Grandma wrote yesterday to me, steting thst she was tired of
this plaguey war, so you had better speedily end 1t, i1f you don't want
the old lady out of humor, for you knovw - she 13 not in the hubit of
using such expressions as that,

You say iieldon hea some advantages, 23 regards fare, and that you
era glad that he has, for you can make out %%EQWa . That i3 a praises
worthy sentiment, but I know you entertsainad ET%%& you left home,
and I felt like I never could have been willing for him to go to the
war but for you. MNot that I think he 1a not 83 able to tuke cara of
himaelf as well ss «ny other man, but I think it 13 a great consolstlon
to have » friend indeed in time of need. You both have been cslled in-
to the fleld by the nscesaities of the times, and moat sacréd motivas
that can actuate a humen bresst, snd I trust the good Lord will pro-
tect and defend you from all harm.

I think you have very good roommates, but i1t seems like ./eldon ocught
to be there too. I am afrsld he didn't thank those ladies half encugh
for you both. Yecu ought to hasve gone and done your shsere yourself, and
I feel like I went to help you both. =#11 the ladies seem to love the
scldiers, and they manifest it. Winea Flemlng is stsying with ilartha,
and BEliza bhgerton snd lancy are having rere fun, visiting and receiving
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vislts from the soldiers st Sledgefsa (rove, 3o Eliza wrote me a few
deys aince., 1 have sent them vepetablea twice, I can't send them to
you, 8o I send to them, hoping that some kind friend will do as wmmch
for you. )

I did woent yours and weldon's dspguerreotypea basfore you left very.~”
mich. Both your types are hara, but they are lmperfect, snd I wanted
good cones before you got ugly, that is any uglier than you were first.
You say the most I dread sbout the war is the ldse of your gettingdsun-
Burn®, and as such I ought to hawe had the consolation of kaseping up
1dea of the original, for I have heard that after they remein in camp
a month or two there 1s acarcely s resemblance f of the originsl. Your
Pa loughsa every time he memtlona Dick Fleming, Just st the idea of the
contrast between what he wn3 snd what he 1s.

Dick, Pitcher, and one {or our) Allen were thrae that went bto the
reacue of the British vesszi. It was from Jerry, 15 miles from Cuern-~
gey only, and Pltcher - saw some acgquaintances esmong the crsw, and sent
by them a letter to his parents. The Yankees were in sight, but didn‘t
ventura up, so nobody wai hurt.

I think the best thing for you snd Welden to do wherever you may go
is to get into the good pgraces ff the ladies. Try and form an scquain-
tance with penteel ladies if you can. You will find their friendship
of great wvelue, I think all the women are mich diasposed to befriend
the aoldiers, I don't allude to asingle ladies only. George seems to
have an excellent friend in the person of a Mirs, Elliott ard her two
daughters. He visits them, walka . .. with them to and from church,
and recelves many smsll favors from them, but I pueas it would bs en-
tirely oub of your power to do so in Richmond. There are too many
there, and you are not as much of & ladies'-man ns George. Nelther ia
ialdon, tut I expect you will gain a little brass by being in the war,
if you don't gain any silver.

Yeur Pa says theysre near about through with the erop, and the last
of this week the negroes will celebrate thelr asanmusl holidays and fea-
tivities after the uaual way of taking off s sheep's head.

Hemember us very affectionstely to Ben Dsvisa, and tell him I expect
his folks are well, ss I haven't heard to the contrary. I haven't
scen any of them recently.

I reckon smong 3000 you do find somsone Iin your way everywhere you

go. You always did like to have a room and a bed to your self, and not
be peatered. 1 expect it will be s long time before I write to jyou e
agalin, that i1s, if you are going to leave jour present locality. Do v
you drill every day, or whst do you do? Ol thls war and this dreadful
suspensa, 1t is too bad. I wish all the world were Christiena, and v
then I wouldn't care for anything but to say with the post, "Give joy *
or pgrief, give saae or paln, take 1life or friesnds away, btut let me,"stec.

If you leave in the courss of a few days, we sahall waent to know your
whereabcuts as soon a3 may Ve convenlent for you to write, and 1if you
do not move, write us ss3 usual when you feel like it or have an oppor=
tunity, I will stop for this time and subacribe myself as ever
Your affecticnate la. R.P.D. Lo B.P.D, & W.E.D.
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Hotes on the preceding letter by B.L.BE.

Your Uncle Sam, Grandpata hrother, Sam Davis,

Your Grahdma Grandma‘'s mother, #lizabeth lLavis Piltchford
~Winea (Winnie,) Martha, and Mency Fleming dsughters of Crandpa's
sister, Nancy Dswson “avis, who merried 3imon Peter Fleming. Nancy
married Thomas Bgerton, a distant relstivae of my father, after the
death of her sister, Yary, who was forat wife of Thomas Egerton.
Martha married Gfanépa'a nephew, Benjomin Powell Yavis (mentioned
in this letter.) He was son of Uncle John, Jinnie marriasd Henry Bob-
plts, I heerd Cousin Ida Heritage say that she was one of the best
women she avor Knew.

Dick Fleming, brother cof .Jinnie, Martna and Nancy. Iamle Sklllman says
in hoer book, "Davis," "Dr. Richard Fleming was a prominent dentist
of «#arrenton, and one of the finest men in the county.”

I don't kngy who John C. Lavis was,

Mra. Ellictt and twe davghiers 'Kate and Grues) 1lved in Horfolk, and
both Uncla (morpge and Uncle deldon were antertained in their honme.
Istar wehn Norfolk had %o be evacusted, the *lliotts left as refugees
snd want o Grandpa's homa Ln varren County, Kate and my mother, Pat-
tic Devis, tecams the colseat of frionds, and aftepr the war "Kete"
visited there many times, and "Pattie visited her in Noriollk,

mothser named one of hsr sons Blllotte for her. Kate morried !r. Britt.

T do not know who "Pitcher" was, He is Trequently mentioned in Grand-
ma's lettera., He seems to have been s native of FEngland.

Charity was one of the slaves.
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Fishing Cresk
Ssturday, the 27th July, 1851
Dgar .Jelden,

Yours of tha 25th resched ms yesatsrday, the 27Tth, ard I will re-
ply this morning. I wAas not st all surprised to hear from you at that
place, having heard of your pgrest dissppointment. As to my part, I am
bearing up under the disappointment with resl Christian fortitude, be=
lijeving that these llight afllictions may bs for your good. 1 have.
been hearing that Burwell was sick for some timas, and thet he was very
alck, but I did not believe a word of hls bding very sick.

I am going to fix & bed tick and send to you, a pillow cmse, znd the
onions snd some blackberyry cordial, I shall also put Iin some crackers s
and perhaps 3om8 vepgetables, If you have got to support yourself, I Jj
am really afraid you'll perish. So mch for the advantages of being s
en officer., \iell, I know PFurweli #i1l divide his rations with you, '
Tell him 1f he wants & bed tick and holaster, to let me knov.

If either of you wunt enything to eat, drink, or wesr, let me know, -
and I'11 do what I can in the premisea., Yocur Pa will procure you that
trunk if he cun, but Tom esys there isn't one in ssrrenton - thot they
heve 81l been carried off by the soldiers,

Well, I do think 014 Scott has wmade A moat desperate effort, and il
ha hed galned a victory at Manna's, he would have "carriesd the war into
Afprica,” or in other words, into Hichmond, atraight away, or tried hard
for 1t. I should guess that affeir crsated a stlr sbout Richmond, now
they did think they had choaen & very propitious tige, and so he did,
he found someone else wide awake as well 43 himself. Some think this
will dishearten them, but I don't think any such thing., I think they
will be all the more intent. I fear 1t will tzke many more of the same

sort to make them relsx 1n the least. :
T don't believe in this peace delusion, this teking every little o

thing as a sign of peace. ‘e have nothing to rely on but the strong om,

#with divine providence to dirsct z=nd protect. *t is not worth while

to cry "peace, Peace,” when sudden destruction is nesr st hond.

You may tell Burwell that his boy, Bllly, is a rusher yet. lie goes
after the cows almost every evening, snd last evening came up swinging
to a cow's tall, so Tommy told me., A day or two wgo he came 1In with &
bumble bee =211 githered up in a 1lily, brought 1t to me, and/vas the
best pleased fellow 1 have seen in some timeé. In one year from now _
he'll scarcely allor & frog, lizzard or a2 ground puppy to run at large
in these wooda.

Pat 13 as much Interested 1n the events of the day aa any of us.
She notlices sverything she hears read about the battles, and generally
wants to know if any of her brothers were there. G(esorge says three
members of your company have writtesn to Wede to know if they cun get
admittance into his compeny. He didn't suy who they sere I wonder AT
they are not trying to take the advantage of you.

Fhil Alston c:me home last Fridsy rether poorly with chills, was
berely able to ge=t in the houss when he got home, Tom Wick was hers
yesterdey a 1ittle while, had been to Dr. F's to give his 1liat in,
says he gave your Col Green $35 for the equipmsnt of his company. He
says all the boys in the Fork are off for now to Norfolk. IHe thinks
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thers will be no fighting therec, and so do those boys, I guess, June
“lston end those other Alaton boys. and Bob L. it1lliams and Harry and
Tom Cook all pons down.

Harry would doubtless have gone with you all if it hadn't been for
that "Wise" delusion. I =zm right sorry for Col Green. 1 expect he 13
making conslderable sacrifice for the causs. #hy not have him for Col,
of your regiment still? I mrsckon he thought a1l the ---- he told you
all would finally result in some good, tho we are nowhera comsanded to
do evil that good mey coms, and I am fur from Justifylng such s course,
be the result what it may.

Your Umandma says, "I an bired of this plaguey wur,” so you see she's
gotting in a8 pet abocut it., I hardly know which is preferabls for you V/
all at this season of the year, NorfolR or Weatern Va. In ore Fou
would havethe Torles snd Yankees to contend with, end in the other, I
don't know what. Spose 0ld Scott's army hader come »ight down upon
Richmond, wouldn't you'ler fit a bit?

drs. Puxton seys, "Husband is very mmch lurt at Harry's leaving,
tut I am not at all." Shats a mighty little woman, but I think ahe's
£ot a mighty big heart. Tell Bur#ell the lot 1s green with pea vines,
w1ll soon be coversd, and all nature looks transcendently besutiful.

Fow are you to get some of the melons? They are slmost on hand, and
®»ho 1s to eat them? I nmst tell vou what Pat sald when shs heard thet
you couldn't get into Jise's leglon. She sald, “"Now Ha, I tell you I
would have hated 3¢ mighty bad if they hud taken Bro Barwell or Bro
“eldon one, and not the other, wouldn't you?" 1 feel like you sre ale
most 2zt home now.

#3 I hsve got to the end I have concluded to atop.
ng ever your sffectionute .
¥a, to #.,R.D, & B.P.D,

(Fhil Alston was a captain in the Confederste army, and wss called
"Captain FPhil"™ as long as he lived. He lived in Loulsburg arftcr he was
eld; and I remember him well., ithen Jorld iar 1 broke out he voluntesred
for service, though he was then over 7o, Of course he wsas not accepted,
e and the other young men mentioned 1n the 8th paragrsph of this letber
lived in the neighborhood of my grundparents . :

"ilrs, Buxton" was HMrs. John Buxton «#illiams, and Harry was hnr azon.
"Tommy"” and " Billy" were the two younger sons in the Davis family.

B.E.B.)
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Camp Caroilna loapital
Horfolk, Va,., iug. 4, 1861
Deap Brothar Burwall,

Tour welcome lettsr of the 27 July wes recelved in due time, and
20 doubt you nave been 9xpecting a letter from me for several days.
iy reason for not writing is this, At the time I recsived your letter
I was very umwell, having had a fever for nearly two weeks. I came up
to the hospital the next dsy and have been hers ever since. My diseasel
is chicken pox. I have not been on drill in sbout three wesks., You
would onished to see my face, It i3 broken out 21] over in blis-
ters from the size of & pin heud to that of 8 ten cent pleca, I have
had a8 hlgh fever nsarly over since I was taken, without ceesing st all.
It 1s slight now, ard I hops will soon leave me. I am very waak, Cin
hardly wali across the hoaspital. I have bsan trying to get a furlough
to go home and stay until I regain my strength. If I succeed, I shall
go off on tho next train,

I suppose you are very well satiafisd with camp 1ifa. Does iWaldon
Ilke 1£? What hda becoms of all your membera? Have they loft you and
gonie back to thelr homes? Cdusin Berpagd Colonel llliems .- - has
sent for you, Ilave you heard anything of 1t? we have twelve infantry
compenies In our regiment and will have three more and an Artillery
snd a Cavalry compsny.

I en vary feeble, so I will draw to a2 ¢lose. BExcuse this scribble . -
a3 I wrote it while sitting up on my bunk, e have mcrs than 100 men
down with messlea, There are now 183 in the hospital, besides sevaral
oxcused in thelr quarters. irite soon,as I remsin your brothser,

: * G.,%.D.

#Arrenton, N. C.
Aug, 1lth, 1861
Leayr Purwell;

Goorge landed at home last Thursday evening, suys he hsard at
#“eldon that our wmpany expected to leave Garysburg for Raleigh one duy
this weeck, I want you to let me know as socon as po3sible what dsy it
1s, 80 that I 4y join in again with you at warrenton Depot, If the -
Company does not go to Raleigh at all, I will probably start to ﬂﬁrys—Lf
burg about the mlddle of this week, as Uncle Tom says 1t would not do
for me to leave home before that time.

Ueorge has been compleining a great deal of rheumatism in his an-
kles, gnys that he does not sleep st sll some nights because they pain
hlm so much. I think he is right bad off., Uncle Tom has just written
to Col. Williams to extend his furlough & weck longer.

Charity died last Thuraday morrning s nd wes buried that evening,
All the rest of us are well except Staphen, and he is complelning only
Yours ete., W. E. Davia,

) (The sbove letters were addreased to "Purwell P. Lavis, Esq., Garyaburg,
' N. C. Care of Capt. Drake of the Nat Mecon Guards,”
Unele Georpge snd Unecle Jeldon were at homa on Sick lesve,
"Unele Tom" was Grandma's brother, “r. Thomas Jefferson Fitchford, and
was the famlly physician,
"Coualn Ben" was Orandpe's nephew, Benjemin Yavis,
“Charity"snd "Stephen" were slaves. R.E.B.)
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Thuraday Hight, 15 Aug, 1861

Daar Purwoell,

i8 Isham 1s %o pass hers tomorrow on his way thither, 111 drop
you a few lines to 1at you know hov my invelids are getting clong. 1

have come to the conclusion that home is the beat medicine in the world
for camp sicknesa. I never saw sick men improve so radidly as “sorge
and Weldon have, iisldon 13 looking as well; if not better, than when
he left home, ard would heve declded on returning to casmp tomorrow but
for the measapge you sent him Isham, but If he had dacided on doing
80, I think ha would héve leem disappointad, for he 13 talen this even-~
ing with headache, sore throat and fever, and your Pa thinks 1t is :
vgaslea. He went to bed early this evening and kept his bed till sup-
per, He then came down wlth red face and red eyss. Halthcock is tak-
sn with maesles aince he came homa, 2o your Pa hoard teday.

Georgs i1s under the Dr. about those pains in hila ankless. ie is not
20 rmach troubled mag he has boen with them, btut there Is no telling when
ha will bs fit for service. iie are expecting Nat and Lou tonmorros to
see the boys, Charity died about the middls of last week. She wssken=-
ed and weakened to the last, and sald, "The Lord's will bs done.”

George cams to Warrenton snd found your Uncle Tom there rseady and
-willing to brinpg him home, We haven't seen enough of Isham to hear
any news, only that yvour company i3 not f1l1led out yat, I waz & 1lit=
tle surprised to hear it too. Uns of Dr. Tom Lavis' grown daughters
died yesterday with howell compdaint. Your Aunt Mstilda had Vr. Edgsr
wlth hsr today for the same complaint, '

Billy let a hornet sting him this evening, and went to sleep after
he had had hia ¢ry, and hasn't awaked yet. it 1s very cool today, and
Tom asays it is going to sanow. I have been so hard st work all the week
that I couldn't sven spare time to write, only this 1littls tonight. I
have made four shirts, two for George and one for you and welden, 80
you amlght gueas I had warked 1f you knew how many stitches 1t took to
meks a shirt,

I am right tired ani sleepy, %o I belleve I'1ll go to bed, I mersly
wrote to let you hear from the invalids. I may know in the moerning
whether waldon has meesles,. Dr. Pitchford has gone to the legialaturs.
I will finish in the morning 1f 1 have time bsfore Isham comes along,
8o Itll bid you good night. As ever, your Affec, ia,

Tuesday morning. seldon 1s not well this morning, but doean't know
wihether he hes (hs measled or not. Stephen 1a sick and has been for T"/il
two or three weecka. I lear ha has typhoid. I think the Dr. was appre-
henaive of it. Ny good ¢ld Coualn Fatay hasn't come home yet, and I
don't know when she will. She is over the cre-k now, but i1s to be here
Sunday avening. She ssys this i3 the best place to live that shs evepr
saw. I belleve she faels perfectly at homs when sne is here.

(Ishem, son of Grandpa's brother, John Yavis., He was s doctor and for

8 pood part of the war waa stationed at the "Ganeral Hospital im Releigh.
Mot snd Lou, Orandpa's cldeat son end his wife.

Dr. Tom Pavis, a nelghbor, not related to our family. I think he was

& member of ths Davis family Irom whom Eleanor Davis, wife of Ceorgs 13
deacendaed on her mother's side.

Dr., Ldgar williems, grsndiather of Dr, R. E. &nd I'rederick Villiems.



Hedn&adn; tha 2lat Mapazi, 1851

Vanr burwell, S )

Your Pa snd Zsorp® wont to the Depot ilonday wmorning to s=ze you
on your way to Raleigh, end I flxed up a 1litile bundle Lo send to you. -
It had abeut helf a dozen ceuites in L. I knew you were no great lover '
of cukas, but I thought you wigat miss your dinner that day, and so I'd
vat in a few for 2 sort of sneck. I thoupght 1t was an eatablishsd fact
that you were to pass, or I would not heve sant the bundle. They didn't
bring 1t back, srd so I don't know as you ever wlll see it, for it waos-
nt labeled at all,

Weldon hss been quite sick with measles, but 1s rufildly rocovar-
ing, in feet, he is up end about today, and wantas fou to inform him
what day you go to ifaleipgh just as soon as you get into pdhession of C:J
the fact. Georpe 13 almost well, but looks rather ugly, as you will £
very readily - - porceive, Don't you want your aheep akin sent to you?
I should think 1t would help sane. They are collecting them up about
town to serd down to Horfollkx to the soldiers. Gid licholaon is, tut
ne told George that he wasn't to have one, he must get one from homs.

I will go to the depot myself when you go up irf I can, tut if I don't,
then I will try to go when you return,at sll eventa. 0Old Cousin Petsy
ieft us lest Sunday. I think she's anjoying her visit fins. She is
8t your Uncle Sam's just now. I went up thers yesterday. 8&he 3ays ale
lisa given lienry & great deal of advice about how to conduct himself
when he goes into her battle - gpdopted a great bettle., She tells him
not to run up first man, but to stend bYack and welt for some of the
older cnes to go first. I reckon she thinks they all pitech in juat

ike m parcel of boys ¥i1lling a snake,

Stephen 1s better, but not well yst. All the rest of us are pratty
wall. As I am very busy fixing Oeorge off today, I cmnot write youa , -
long letter, especlally sa I haven't got to pay pestage on 1t. If I
nhed, why then of course I'd write a long one in order to get the worth
of my money. Vrlte as zoon as you cuan let sieldon know when to get
raady to mest you at the depot, if not before.

is ever, your affectionate, ta.

Thursday morning after breakfast., Your letter has just this momont
bsen handed in emread to us all, so I ecannot reply to it more than sim=-
ply to acknowledge recelpt of it, for they are just fit to lsave. Haf
and Lou didn't appear, and I was anxious to know the reason. Got a
lettor Tuesdey, repeating her same gquesatien, and begging me to let her
know 1f the boys were at home, and she would come, 2he has not sasn &
thing of my reply to her first question. To think that they wera s o
mich disappointed and all the rest of us too, does really mortify me.
deorge pgave the letier to Yr, Reynolds himselfl, and he promised to mall
i1t right then; but we must submis, for we are sll doomzd to disappoint-
ment in this world, but I truat my maker und redeemer that nena of ua
may be disappointed in resching & heppy homs 1ln Heaven wherea thare srs
no more disappoeintmenta.

Weldon is doing well I hope. Iia sat up more thaen helf & day yas-
“erday, tho he was chllly end hod ©o keep up a Tire all day. Farvswell.

{"CGood 0ld Cousin Patay” was the dsught~r of Glles Davis, who was Orands-
ra'a uncle and Grandma'a great uncle. She married Alpheaus Bobbitt,

Henry wes her son.or atep-son. lacnids disagrse ss o that., He merried
Grendpals niece, Winnle Fleming. B.B.B.)

Ho, Patsy married liles Bobbitt, aAlpheus wss 48 son, and Honry was e

-+ ¥%n of ilpheus. I remawber seclng Cousin Patay as a very old lady. B,E.B.)



(19

{Ysar not milven, tut probzbly 1861) ;
Thuraday, the last doy of Aug,

Doar Burmell,

I wrote a very long letter to Jeldon thls weel, sverything I could
think 6f that would bs of lnterest to hdm and you, end I thought 1t
was to go right on to Gurysburg, but vhen your Pa came iIn he told me
1t was to lie in darrentoen until Saturday, and I tell you L do hate
that bad sncugh, btut not half e&s bad as I do the box of victuals being
there 3o long.

Weldon wrote me that Puck would go back Tuesday. PBuck is waiting
for John Davis to get ready. I suppose they are fixing for a draft.
Tt mokes some of the married ladies look rahher gloomy. Pollie Davis
for one, but Isham says he 1is going to uvolunteer, but his Ma says he is
not able, tut he says he 1s very well. Hra. Roberson loois gloomy, I
tell you, We were all at your Encle John's when the news cams, at &
quilting. Jack Powell's wife said Jack was able, and Gus 13 not able,
Mra. Robsrson said there was no excuse with her o0ld msn, but she gust
try to get up some, I never did aece so many inefficient young men.

I wonder when 0l1d Scott will go"on to Richmond™ now. Hope they wills"
heve enough men there to check him on his next desperate and last effort.
I hope, indeed I hops, the last one 13 alrevdy made. I suppose you
were in Richmond when the battle was fought. I reckon there waa as
mush mourning as re jolcing.

Your Pa is going to town tomorrow, and I am golng up to see lirs.
Cappa and carry my cloth, end I an golng from there to Mrs, liles Bob-
bit's. I heve been scarcely enywhere since you all left, or done any- , —
thing btut read the newspepers. I received two mumbers of the EXpress
Just efter I sent off my letter to .ieldon, the same evening. I think
they were from you, tho I couldn't find your name anywhere. There
would be no getting slong now wjthout the 'Spresa. Your Uncle Tom
tokes the Richmond Enquirer. I like thut pretty well too.

I wonder if you know that the 2nd Reg. has moved to "Ocsan View,"
four miles from the rip-raps. 1 expect that Is to take the attenfion
of 0ld Point, but I can't understand all their quirks. Iet me kaow in .
your nsxt how long you sxpsct to satay where you are. Did you seec Jack-
son the other doy on his way to Yorktown? If he saw you I pguess he
wes surprised. I sent a little butter and s 1llttle cordisl. It is
strong of the blackberry and the ilguor, and is very good for bowell
complaint, but there isn't enough of it to cure many cases.

well, as I have just written end expect you to get thie and thst at
once, You must excuse my epistolary brevity on this occaslon. 1 expedh
to send this by ir. Collins.

As ever, your affectionate
Ma,

(The envelope is aﬂdreaaed to "Purwell P. Dpvis, Esq., Carysburg, Va.,
Care Capt, Drake." In the left hand corner is written, "Politeness of
Mr, Collira," 1Inside the flap of the envelope she wrate, "I am very
anxioua to hear froam you. Hope to hﬂar that you are well, but am
afraid you are toc sick to travel,”

{“Buckr was ke jor Bucknar Devis i1llisaxs, son of Grundma'a /unt Rebeo-
fﬁm ?? ]fnﬂ villllam C, Wma, {Orandma wes named for her,

N avia, son of Grendpa'a vrother, Uncle John.

Mra, Tom Rauerﬂon, a ﬂ&i@ubaﬂ

Jaclk Powell, grendson of CGrandma='s sunt, Mancy Yavis Powell, and also
grandaon of Eﬂ und Wrs, John L, silliams.
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but doss not mive the year. licwsvar it wes written belore Uncles i
Burwall and Weldon were put into separsis companies, so'i% mAy have
beasn written as esrly as I861. The onvelops is sddreussed to "Bur-
well P, Davis, Company B, 30th Rog., W.c. Vol., Smithvills, N. C.

Care of Cept. Draks!)

Sunday Evening.

Dosr Burwell,

I lomsrned from your Uncle Tom today that Isham is to lesave 1n
the morning, so I will drop you a few 1lines by way of acknowledpging
the receipt of yours of the 5th, I wes vory glad to learn that you
overtook your company, and I was glad to hesr that you were faring
as well as you expscted, and ¥Weldon wrote home sbout & week bealore
you wrote. I hope you are fairly well by thls tims, and I rackon
you will winter in &s. pgood 2 pert of the country for health ss sny,
so averybody saems to think.

Gerorge 13 very unwell apain, but I'1ll send his letter and thus
obviate the neceasity of writing ebout him. Hollie Shesrrin was tell-
ing me the other day that the company liked you and Yieidon very muach,
a I wondered how 3h® knew, tut I reckon she has & corrsapondsnt or
two along.

Mat wes coming to see you that stormy Friday if 1t hudn't stormed
so. He wanted to ses you before you left. He left hers this svan-
ing and carrlsd Pat home with him. I expect to go out there naxt
Friday end stay a few days. Your Pa thinks he cmnot go with me,
now that you are not here. I wish I knew whether or not you or
Weldon went a blanket from homs., I have a chance to ssnd 1t now.
Shall I have to mals winter clothss for you or not, ¥You cun let me
know when you need anything of the sort.

The ecavalry leave today; they csmp at Macon tonight. Your &

Grandma came down this morning, says she met some eipght or ten car-
riagas going up to sse them leave. They had & blg dsy out thore

lest Thuraday. Ths Gov. and big men met there, and they hsd a real
drinking party, and I reckon I might say a raal drunken party, I
heard 1%t was. They had a good many speeches, and Rensom end Jenkins
hed & falling ocub . Jenkins was drunk, and he was drunk in Loulsburg
lest week, 30 Mat said. Joseph Turner mads & spaech in Lou., last
woelk. He 1s cendidate for congreas.. Ncw don't that beetl Hs ought-
n't to bs door keeper £o the hsn house. )

Delly has got the consumption I think, and asveral 1lltile nepgroes
are poorly. The rest of us ars well. I suppoas the nexi I hear frumk/'
you, you'll hall from Smithvilia. I wonder how ¥ou'll find it there.

I shall want to know. You cmn read ysldon's lattar, and he yours, if

you and he choose.
ha avey, He .

(Pat mentioned in the lattar wns Grandma's dawghter, end my mother.
If this letter was written In 1863, she was then nine yvars old.)

Dolly, ons of th2 slaves.
»
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{1 telieve I copled tne date of this incorrecily. It mmst i3
tave been lov instesd of Jept.)8. inke of the JWoods
- Sundny, Sapt, 3rd, 1861

~£

vear Brother,

It haa bsen ecmatime since I have written to any of our borys, In-
deed for the first time in several years L1 sm wlthout a correapondant,
and I recken you will be somawhnt surprised that I sheould cheeze reth-
ar to correspond with you than Weldon, with whom I have sc¢ long corras
ponded, but my reasons for 3o doing ars very good. I havs ip A mesiura
tekoan your placo at home, ond you imow I nsver pald any attention nor
carsd anytiiing sbout the farm before, and am therefore placed in & ve=-
ry awkwerd position now, and of course your advice and expsrienca
would be very boneficiasl and acceptables %o me, and so 1f you should have
time I would bo very mich plensed 1f you wéuld write to me, and you may
vrite as often as you plesse, snd I will gladly receive and answer all
your letters, I reckon you know better what sdvice I need than I .
Frioupgh for preliminary, so I will commence my letter, which ahall ¢om-~
mence and indsed throughout be mostly concerning the farm, M= willl
write the other ltema,

%o commenced gethering peas before the Z4th of September, ond ws
heve bean gathering every opportunity sines. «we gethered first the
fiecld beyond the road, and gathered it over twice, which fiiled the
icghouses cremmed and chock full, the door being stopped halfl wsy up
with bospda, Indased I concludad acge that the lov grounds would make
ag many in propértion to the size of the lot, for they were ss thick
n8 they almost could satick from the bottom to the top of the stalk as
all over the row and that twice, but they dldn't make the pila that
the lot did,

we commenced gathsring psas in the lot about the 10th of October,
and finished sbout the 2¢th, having loat a great deal of time on ac-
count of bad westher, and some for the tobacco. it filled the upper
barn to the talls of the %tobacco, which ia very short and hangs on
second tier, the door belng slipped up half wey. Such a pile of peaal
Thae corn lot olso made ten bushels besides the eating psas,

We are now somsthing over half done the field toward Uncle Som's,
and the small spol or hill lying between the bottom running from the
bers to the apple trees actually made considerably over 4 losd, &nd 1t
was the sorriest part of the fleld., Just To think of the imy fleld,
which I went through thils evening, some parts of it are equal to the
low grounds almest, I reckon you have heard enoupgh of peas.

Put up sixty shoate from house pen Thuraday for fattening hogs, and
we have been boilding pees for them at the rate of tern mshels »n Sayy
but they hadn't qulte gotten through the yesterdsy's peas this svening,
s0 you see we boil faster than they oat them. UYur corn is tidersbly
geed, and I think in spite of the worms we shall meke a c¢rop rather
larger than usual. i=zasured lot corn last night, and found that 1t
had made 22 barrels long corn besides 5 or § ol short., Gowed whesat
ebout a week apgo An biz let of course. Have fanned out 168 bushsls of
wheut, but Uncle Ssm sent for the fan mill and broks us up before we
could finish. e haven't commenced gathering corn for sure enough, and
don't know when we will, for 1t will tuke nearly twelve monthz moy %o
Tintzh pgethering poes, for it 1s cloudy ond ralny hslf tho tlza.

Ma and I hzva tokren B ivip cut to Uncle Jackson's end bBro Mat'a,
rather out to Franklin, snd stsyed five days, Uncie Jackson has up
fasttening 112 hogad, fatter and largey now Chan Fa'a ever g=t to bLs,
and he does not intend to kill them beforse Jmusry, I should like to
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see them then, Ile lsughed heartily at me for saying that they werdus
fat aa P's ever got to be, and saild they were comparatively pcor So
wnat they would be when killed. PBrp Uat's are very fime alas, and hs
has bocon for sale.

Ma end I went over to Uncle John's this merning to ses Dick, who 1s
et homa sick with the Jjsundice, e found him abed tolerably sick.
Cousins Jim Davis and Pltchford are also at home, Yell, it is very
strunge to me why they were allowed to come, for in his laat letter
George sald thirty from his company alone were at home on sick fur=-
lough, there being only 27 capable of parforming duty, of whom he was
one, and at one times 1t toock considersbly over half of the well ones
to stand guard, so that some stood two nights in succession, but the
whole regiment has recently moved down where he 1s, which 1lightens his
or their duties,

The congressional election has been held in the Horfolk csmp, and
the veote cast by those from this district wes as follovs: Arrington,
120, Venable, 70, #nd Turner, 95, This electlion may apesk tlie sentiments
of the district, but not those of lierren, I think most everybody
thinks Turner will elected. The Fpunklin and Nodh folks will cerbtaln-
1y vote for irrington, Warren for Venable, and the others split up &nd
elect Turner.

Jell, it is 10 p.m., &nd I will stop writing t1ll tomorrow night,
when I will finish and gxpect to go to town next day,

ilonday, I thought 12st night that I would add considerably to my
latter tonight, but 2s I only intend to write farming newa, I will
commit 8 digreasion by writing so much besides, particulsrly when paper
13 so scarce and Ha writes so often, so I will only say that Orandms
is very poorly, snd 3aroney dead, died for want of breath, so goodbye.

Tours &c. :
T, E. Davia,

{This letter hardly sounds like it wca written Ly a 16 yesr old boy,
tut Uncle Tom was only 16 at thet fime. Hls handwriting i1s excellent,
and certainly deoes not look like that of s boy.

Dick end Jim Davis, sons of Grandpa'ts brother, Uncle John,

James Pitchford, s Baptist presvcher, son Son of Db, T, J. Pltchford.

"Uncle Jackson," Jackson LEgerton, Grandma's brother-in-lsw, Uy pater-
nal grandfather. '

"Uncls Sam," Grandps's brother.

Saronoy, one of the alsves,
B.E.B.}

The Amy Fileld, 3o named because Amy, one of the slaves had har dabin there.
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Though ths 16 yesr old Thomas went bravely about ths work of running

tho f arm, in the absence of his older brother Burwell, his hosrt was -~

with the boys in the army. Il bsgen %o bag his father to let him po.
Grandpa told him lie could anlliat when he was 18,

43 time rolled on, he beceme more snd more disaztlsfled, snd was
not willing to attend clmrch or go snywhere in public beceuss he seid
he felt that peopls would look st him snd think he was & cowsrd. One
morning in the apring of 1863, when he was 17 yeara old, he did not
come down to breakfsst, Someono went to his room snd found thut his
bed hsd not besn sleapt in. Pinned to his phllow was & note ssying /17
he had gons to ti1e army. ’

When ho wes s&gelin heard from he was with his brother Gesorgs, hav-
ing pone o him inatead of the older brother, Rirwell, who ha wuea
efreid wonuld heve aent him back home.

In this book are & number of lstters from after he was in the
service, He ceme homa onca on furlough, and then never apgain. This
aad port of the s tory is ftold in lster letters In thls bgok.

Somatima vetwesn the 17th of May, 1863, and tha 27th of Juns
thut ysar, Uncls Burwell was wounded in b=ttle, and was sent to the
hoapgital in Haleipnh, ¥. C. He wes shot in the arm, and naver recov-
erad sufficiently to return %o the army. During the entire remaindar
of the War he was kept &t the hospitsl to help ¢are for other wound-
sd scldiers, This is perhaps the resson that he kept the letters
that are copied in this book, while his brothora, bsing on the battle-
field and on frequent msrches, w~re obliged to throw thairs sway.

In Grandmets lettera, ahe frequently mentions sending Unclzs Bur-
wall something by Uncle Tom or by Isham. Uncle Tom, or Dr, Thomss
Jofferaon Fitchford, was u mombar of the North Carolins legislature,
snd on his trips to and from Haleigh could take lettears or packsges
to Uncle Purwell et the hospltul.

Isham Yavis, Urendpa's nephew snd Uncle Tom's son-in-law, vwas
slso w» doctor. He was in seorvice and bolonged to the sewme compeny ~ °*
thet Uncle PBurwell did. Later he wa3s also In the hospital, whoether
heving been wouldded or zent thers for medical service to wounded
goldiers, I do not know, but it is prcbable that he wea wounded «nd
then kept thers a8 a doctor. shenaver he or Uncle Burwell went homa
on furlough they toock lstters or puacksapgms for each othap.
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The following iether was wrltten by Fatiis Dot Dawis, (my nother) %o
her brother Caorps, who was in the army. OJas wag at that time téen
yoers old. Uncle Georgs kept the letisr, awi i finally csme into
the poasession of hia daughter, Pelle Devis Cooper, whe gsve 1t to
me. 9 prise the originul very highly. B.FE.B.

Jen 16th, 63

My desr brothar,

I will write you & few lines to let you know how I em geting
on with my atudies.

You see I cm't write much, but it is better then not to
write at sll.

" You must come homs as soon as you ¢an for 1 do want to see
you bsd enough for I do deerly love you you ars a dear good brother
B3 QVEer Was.

Tell brother Tom I will write to him befors very long 1f I
can find anything to write about, tell him I wnat to ses him very
mech, and I woat to ses my dasar uesddy too. .

I con't writs wall snough to write any news. T say two
geography leasons every day, and two grammsr, two reading, two arithe
metie, two writing, at least thst is what wa tells me to do but I
ar gorry 5o ssy that I don't 21weys say them all.

The old berr is dead so thera is sn end to old Bruin for-
evermora .,

Fothing more at present but remain your loving slster

Pat to G w D,
{Weaddy™ was her pet neme for hsr brother Useldon.

Uncle feorge wrots to har, whather in reply to this perticular let-
ter I do not know, but I remsmber resding it, 8s she kept it until
our home wss destruyed by fire in 1905. In thia lettsr hs told her
that hs had msde hLim a house by digging into the side of an embank-
ment. He made an opening through the tpp for a chimney so he could
smoke his plpe andi the amcke would go out.

She also had the first lettsr she avar wrote. 4t was to Uncls
Weldon, and was written in very large letiers, ss follows: "Deer
- VWeddy, I love you dsarly. Pat."

Ha replied to it, and ahe kept this letter too untll it was
lost 4n tie fire. I also read that one.
(B.F..B.)
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Friday, ths 2th of May, 1863

Daar Purwell,

Your second lettsr rasched us this evening in which you say
vou heve not had a letter from home since you left, #ell, I em sorry
to hear that, for I msaswersd your first the very day I recsived 1t,
and gent ZEm elao a letter of iveldon's and & list of caausltlss ameng
tha men of our county. I wroteto you the 14th day of May, snd would
have written sooner, but was walting to get a letter from the hdys.

I promised before you left to 1st you hasr from them 88 soon us I
could, and I didn't get & scratch from them £11l the l4th. I direct-
¢d the letter in care of Dr. Hill, sent it to town by your Uncle 3am,
and it may be in his coat pockst yet. John Boyd found one in a coat
pocket of his whleh he brohght from the army 12 months ago, and forg
got to deliver, and on opening it found it contsined {300, so your
Aunt Nancy Foote told me yestardsy. 3She is staying with us this wesk,

“isll, I ¥naov you oust be anxious to hesar from home. I think you
havs besn pgons thres weeks todey. I would not have hed you mias that
latter of mine for a five dollar kX¥x ndte, tho if you pget 1t now it
will not be worth the 10 cents. I expected you to show it to Tsham.
Ha wrote to Polly for a 1ist of casumltles, but shs, knowing I had
sent 1t to you, {(for I got it from her Fa), thought it ussless to
draw 1t off again, and so didn't sen! it.

Now I herdly know whet to asy firat, sa we heves had no rain rt
all gince you left, you may muess that things are pretty much upon
a standsatill,
{Hara Orandme wrote a Mull pagd as to the exact condition of
ench vegetable, collarda, pess, beets, atrawberries, potatoss, whsat,
sorpghur, onicns, tomatoes, and mstard, B.F.B.)

Your Crandms 1s at home now, cane s day or two aft=r you laflt.
She went to John A's this morning, says John A. is very proud of hls
two soldier boys. BShe told him thst eldon sald thay fought bellient~
ly, and he said, "Thenk CGod. I wish my oth i three ware there also."
Seys he has tried hls best to get them of f.

1 am sxpscting every dsy to hear of the fall of Vicksturg, tho ¢~
your Pa 18 stll) ssanpmuine in his expactations of our aucoeeas ot that
plasce, 1t sa=ms thet troublea gither thick sround us. The clouda
In the pollitical horizon are dark end lowering, but nsvertheless, the
bow of promlze mey soon epp#er. I am hoplng thst soms unforseen cir-
cums tance may turn up sonehow or somewhere to eild and comfort us.
Unlsas such should te the cage, I don't know what will becom= ol us.
The boys about Frederickaburg see=mn to be in fine apirits yet. It is
thoupght that there will b2 anothesr Jight &t thet place. If sc, I say
Lord heve mercy on our poor scldlepry.

They have beern presalng horaca in the sdjolnlng countles, but ssl|s
good luck would have it, got 2uaough vDeiore uney got to Warren. Jen-
nie di=d this morning. 01d funt Betsy di=d lust week., Jim Davis is
atill &t home, I belisve. Got a lattar fron Tom todsy, but it 3o
illapsible that I will not send it, and I hsve no othier lutes naws.

The box In the front yard lives on end grows soms. I will write
to you again two weeks from today or sooner.
Goodbye for this time, Ha.
"Your Aunt Nancy Foote,” Orandma’s sister,
Jennle and /junt Betsy, slaves.
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Lemg noap bradaricksburgia
P WMay 14, 1663
Desr Ma, - '

I fgrote fto you ths day aftar 1 rfot baclk to ecsmp from the bhsttls
fleld, andwwlll now writs agsin according to promlse, feering that
lstter may not have reusched its dastimetlon. we left the battle
fleld Wadnesdsy the 6th inst, ebout 3 o'clock in the evening, and
marched back to our sams cld camp {(about fifteen miles) without ever
stopping Lo rest. For a good pert of the wey ths rain was fulling
plmost &8 hard as I aver zsow 1t, and the mud wss almost half leg
deep 8 gresat part of the way.

Qur repgiment had £Z9 killed and about 125 wounded; don't know
ho# many of them hava since disd. COur Brigade carried into the fipght
a little over 1400 man and nesrly 700 of them were killed, wounded =
ard taken piriscners. Forturately the number of killed was small
comparad to the mumber of wounded, snd most of the wounds wers only
aliepht.

Cur Brigede sulffered more then any 1l have heard of ., We were in
the hottest of the fight for nearly four hours and twenty minutes.
Seturdey night the Yenkees throw ur a breastwork and then cut down
the trees for fifty ysrds sll along in front of it. Sundsy morning
wa had to c¢harge that bresastwork over the laps and logs of those ﬁff
tramas, and in that charpge we suffered heavily. The Yankea flsg wsa
flying over the works untll we got in sbout 40 yards of it, a than
it got mway from ue, but I think our regiment killed many a T=nkea in
thelr reitrest from thsat plece., Thelr dead lay scattersd through the
woods for over two hundred yards. At thst breastwork I witnessed a

- ¢lreumatance that I hed never heard of bsfore. There wes & brlgads

of ocur mern on cur left who came to the works just befors we d1d, and
when we comas up that bripgsde waa on one slde, and ¢ Yanltee brigeds
on ths other side of th® woria, snd esch man would stoop down to
load his pun end then poke it over the top o shoot, then dédge back
to load apgain, nothing betwe~n them but the thicknass of th~ works.

Bob snd amo3 VWillllams stuck up well all through the fight and
both came out without a scratch. Ben Davis was tsken sick lste Sat-
urday evening snd did not get in the fipght. If I had known the
fighting was going to end Sunday svening I could huve saved sugsr
and coffes enough to have laated m® & month or two. %We got some of
the nicest soap you ever ssw, snd many of the boys supplled thiemsclvesa
with writing paper for some time to coms. I didn't even ssve s
atrasked cotton shirt, a= meny 23 there were and bud as I ne+d=d them.

lone of tha wounded of our company have died since Sundsy thet I
have heard of. £11 were sent to Hichmond the Saturdsy after the
fight. I went nearly all over the battle field aftepr the fight, and
I fe~]l confident thers were ten Ysnke~s kilied to one of our men.
Can't say snything about the proportion of tha wounded. Yanksae pa=-

© pers and Confsderate papers may ssy what they please, but our srmy

knowa we have whipped then thls time, for they h-ve asen it to their
own skrtisfaction, and there can be no douit of it, for we wero two
deys on the fleld, &nd sach snd svery man could sas for himsslf.

But for the hard rain Tuasday we could slmoat have rulned the
Yankoe sarmy. Cur army fermed shrse gldos of 8 sqguars and the rlven
the Tourth sids. The Yankees wers in there and tho shot and sholl
Irom ocur artillery could mset In the centre., Wae had sverything
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ready to begin upon them Tussdry, waoen tho raln fell ln Juch nerrﬂ;is
s tp break it up emd that night they skeddaled across the river.

w

Tell Pat * have pasasd safely through ore more fight end Intend
to come home bafora the nozt one if I possibly esn, Thera doean't
ge~m to be much chance for it now though.

Aa ever, your affesctionate son, \ieldon.

I will sand thre= Yankse latters I picked up on ths fisld, mors
becsuse they ceme from Yanksedom than for thelr contents. There mey

bs a little axtra postage on them.
Your son, Weldon.

In Camp, June 1st, 1863
Ha:

T send five hundred dollsrs by Henry Foote. 1t is the only chancs
I heve to send it; reckon hs will carry it safe., There is some talk
of moving, but nons of us can tell whore. Some aay to the Poninsulsr
again, and others ssy to Meryland. There is ulso tulk of our going
to Eastern North Carolina again. :

Maks usa of the money in any way you sse fit. There 1s no use
keeping it.

As ever, your son, »eldon.

Vietsburg has fsllen, but never mind, it wasn't such a very important
place after all.

{0n the back of the sbove note , which Grandme sant to Uncle Burwell,
she wrote the following:)

"I am expecting letters now avery duy from Weldon snd Tom, and I
would wait snd send them to you, but I know you muat be very anxious
to hesr from them, so I embruacs the oesrliest opportunity to rallsve
yomr anxiety. 7Tom Pitehford didn't mention Ben Dsvis' name st all,
and we don't know what to think of it. W, Montpgomery la sligntly
wounded, and Ben Collins. Daniel Allen has both lags broken sbove t
the knee: ‘osely shot in the neck. ‘The Potomsc 1s up, and I fear I
iss may get awfully trepped yat." -

Tom Pitehford, scom of Ur. T. J. Pitchford.

Bob and Amos %Willisms, Thess were avidently young men of the nelgh-
borhood, ‘They were not brothers of Crandma's first cousin, Mejor
. PBuckner Davis Wwillisms, snd I do not think they were related to ua.

Ben Vayis, Grandpa's nephew, son of Uncle John.

W. Montgomery, Ben Collins, Denial Allen, snd Mosely, young men of

: t not r=latad .
Eﬁ2320$ naisgﬁz ﬂnniel ﬁilﬂﬁpwag the aon of Turner Allen and wife,

Batsy watson Allen. One of their four sons in the ermy; only one of
them returned. e wes Aunt Carey's first cousin, 1 think Dr. Smith-
wick come from %thot Turner sllen family,"end prodably wes named for
Laniel, %.3.D.
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Dear DBurwell,

I wrote to you end deldon the 6th of X¥ay, thirnking you ware
together, but I afterwards lesrnsd thet you were not, and as I di-
rected the lattsr to him, I don't know thet you have aver seen 1t,
and 1f you have, I presume you will be fully willing to hear from
homa again ere thls reschss you.

I wonder 1f you saw Buxton last week. I havs hesrd that he want
down to carry his boy, (next oldest to Harry) To the 45rd rag. Fhill
Alston is at home, having hired & substitute by the name of Askew,
John Pitchford is at FImx®i his Pa's on hls wey to Richmond, belongs
to an artlillery compeny. Bob will go with him, &3 ths Dp. desires
that his boys should be two and two togsthor.

All vegetation 1s very backward up this way. My peas are but
Juat in bloom, collards sat out last Saturday, and very small at
that. Ths strawbarries in their prime, or will be in a day or two.
They erea fin® In quality and quantity, but I csnnot afford to havs
a slngle mess with cream; sugar 1s too scarce. Hra. Holliman has 15
bsrralas on hand, btut when she hesrd of the fall of N, Orl2sna, shs
want up from 30 to 75 c¢ts a 1b., 2o at that price I don't expect to
use much.

#“hen Mr. Moots waa dowvn hers ha said Jim had sent up # lsrge box
of clothea belonging to different soldiers, some to you or Vteldon, o
on® or both. I have not recalved them yet, I hsve mada a parcel of
thick cotbton bspms, and now I &am going to give fll your clothes e
good sunning and then b&g them to koep the motha oub, all yours in &
bsg to themselvea, &nd all the others in & similar memer, and all
cotton c¢lothes In each ones trunk. So you aer 1 am going Lo set my |
house in order before the Yankees come along here, for reslily I :
don't know how 3con they wall coma. I usad to think I'd stard my V/
ground if they did céme, but ag 1 hesr more of them, I dresd them
211 tha more. )

I suppose you know that Tom hss pone off to face them. I don't
much think that I ever will sees him agsin 1n this world., He has
written to us twice, the lsst time from Gordonsvilla, Va, He aays
the weather was very cold at night, and very hot in the day, and
fheyl'ves no tents. There sre gons from thesnce now, some sty over in-
to Pennaylvania. They sras under "Stonewsll" Jackaon or Wwall, one -
or both. I am expscting to h:wr of the esvacuation of wWilmlnpgton 2v~-
ery day, &ni 1f you don't lesve I thlnl the Yanks will meke you
pretty aoon, for I reckon thay intend to compssa you by aes and by I
lsnd, We havs leoft Pensacola, 3¢ John P. Says. He slso saya a ship
load of powdar snd arma rsn in at loblle recently.

Tom mode his apology for going off in the manner he did, says he

_got $9 from Gus Cheek, which was 811 he had, and 4 from Irsdell Fg-
arton. They say Gus 13 very proud of having furnished him money, suys
"Yes, I will let snybody have my lmst cent if they will go in the
army, snything to keep out myself." Tom has been dersnzg~d on the
subject all this yesr. Joe Bobbltt hus served his folkks in the same
way, and seversl otherd fellows sre so frcinuted with the meneuver
that they vo¥ they intend to do likewise. (Fiill Willisms and Whit
ond Jesss loberson) but Ton never did make sny such thrasts that I
know of, I would send you his latters, but they srs writ so badly
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that I dislike to ifmpoas such & burden on 36&, in addition to resd-
ing of thls.

Tell Bob I saw his folks yoesterdsy at church, and I em going
thers one day this woek on & vislt. I prepume they are well. 014
Wr. French has aent up 300 lba of sugsr to your Unc¢le Tom to go &s
vart pay for the bourd of the Nixons, but Matilds 1is awflly tired
of them. we are all veary well.

hs evar your affec.

Ma,
puxton Williams @ neighbor. _
rnil alston a nelgnbor, He lster lived in Louisburg, I remem-
bar him.
John &nd Bob Pitchford, sons of Dr. T. J. Pitciiford
. Yoote husbund of lprandma's sister Nancy.
Jim Feote thelr son.

Joe Bobblitt pgrandscn or step grundsen of UGrandmsa's Couszin Patsy D. B.
Iredell Egerton, son of my father's grest uncle Gilbert CGrey Egsrton.
fl2 married 'mma Robecca Wllllams, desughter of Grandmats Aunt Hebacos
Uayis Willlams.

I don't knew who "01d ¥r, FrenchA" and the iixons werse.

(In her letter Grandma spoke of Uncle Tom's letters being badly written.
It must have been becsuse he didn't have good pupsr or ink or aoms
other clrcumatanca that couldn't be helpad, for the letters that she
did sond Uncle Purwell from Uncle Tom are besutifully written. His
handwriting was excallent.

B'IE’IEI



Thia lettsr from Gsorge . Davls. 21

Grange Co., Va.
June 5th, 1863
ila, .
I w11l scribble yon & feowr linea this evening, as it has been aome
time since I heve wrltisn home. e are now on the tramp, but where
to I @0 not know. ‘e laft our old canp night before last at 12 of
clock. ve are now elzit milsa from the Happildsn, (FThe troops left
at 3 otelock,) and about the same distance from Orangs Courthouse.
- It 18 now about sunset. Our brigade and Ramsour'a psssed us a=-
bout an hour since, and are now in csmp about @ mlile ahesd of us. I
saw Weldon and Tom when they passed. <t is very dry up here, snd
the dust rising from the roads in clouds. The troops look like old
man, their hair and eysbrows white with dust. I wss out on the road
when they passed. Jim Foote stopped with us and took & repgular wash
out.. He hes Just left us.- . .

Wo (the waegon train) went in camp at two o'clock. I went of f &~
this evening to graze mules, ond wé grazed on the plantation of =
Hrs. Rhodes. I went to the house and got as much bubtermilk as 1
wsnted. asked her 1f she wss acqualnted with Dr. CGoodwin's folksa.
She said she dld not know them, but knsw where they lived. ©She said
Dr. Goodwin 1s dead. We are now in Stoneman's rout (7). Mra. Hhodea
is & young woman, &nd her husband 1s 1n the sarmy. 3She said the Yan-
kaes tock every horse on har father!s plantation, and 4id the sume
thing once before. 4 negro man of hers went off with them when
Stoneman went beck, snd a negro woman of hers scld out her things and
was preparing to go with them. She ssild she kmew it ,but could do
nothing. The womsn was tuken slck and died tweo hours afterwarda and
just half en hour btelfore the Yankees cs~me back. 38he said other ne-
groes told her afterwards the«t the woman s®id shs wes golng snd carry
her chlldren with her.

I belisve sverybody 1s of the oplnion that we are golng to Penne
sylvania. I do not know whether any corps 1a on the murch except -
ours (Fwell's) or not. Your letter to &1l of us csme to nand, and
was sent over to Weldon. Dr. Foote cume to see me before he loft.

He sold his horse fpp $1,000.

You did not get the letter I wrote from Gunes Station while the
fight wes going on. I reckon Stoneman got 1t. Wwe will sturt in tha}f
morning at 3 o'clock. I do not know whst time the troops wlll atart
i@ wlll eroas the Happiden at Raccoon Ford tomorrow and will go on
to Culpepper Courthouse, but I @o not know whera to from there. The
wagons atart before the troops in order to have tiwmes to grwze the
rales before the troops come up. Our mulss are sll in good order.

The clover up here is sexcellent.

“hen you write sgain, direct to Richmond., State the Corps, Divli-
sion, Pripade, Repiment, &c, and write ba 1T Army mell, snd 1t wlll
come to us. I will meil this when I get to Culpsppar. Stog Collins
1s dead., Tom muid do not look for e latter from him soon.

As ever, G.%w.D.
. Coualn John Powell, Cousin Ben I'. Pitchflord, #allace Williams,
Jim Yoots, wneldon, Tom, & Ben Davia ere all well, and Cousin Buck )
WWilliama. Cousin Thomas Powsll i3 not very well. He belonpgs to the-
3ignal Corps.
(I do not know whether “"Stog Collina" is the ssme sa the Ben Collins
mentioned on page Z4. :
John and Thomaa Powell and Ben Davis were Grandpa's nephews.
Ben T. Pitchford and Jim Foote, Grandma's nephews,
Wellace und Buckner Williams, Orendma's first cousins.} B,E.B.:
Dr, sand Mra. Goodvin took Uncle Tom into tneir home snd cared for him
when he wes sick in 1882,
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honday the Z7th Juns, 1863
Desr Burwell,

Isham ctm® up very unexpactedly lsat Thursdey as wet and muddy
a3 you 1ikz pleass, having walked sll the way from ‘Jarrenton through the
inceasent rrins that fell on that dsy. [He got hers about = o'clock, got
dry clothes and dinner, and had to atay u1l night,as Pollie was gone up
to Nsncy Foote's, and Tom and Matilda td the Oaka.

Mat and Lou left here thlis morning at 7 otclock amndl 1t 1s now 2 and
the rain is pouring end the wheat is sprouting. It was cut Tueaday and
" wednesday tied up in bundlea, opened like & wine glass and stood up on
and. MNothlng more could have been done for 1t than has bean done, but
sprout 1t will and must. It is, I reckon, the best crop of wheat thst
hes aver been made here, if it could have been saved.

Fverything is doing 1ts best now growing. The gordepn will soon be full
of vapestables, snd we slwll fore sumptuously, if we can t get any wheat
tread, I hed plenty of anups and chilckens to 7o on whniie HMat snd Lou
stayed, but very little milk and butter. The cowa well nizh dried up, U
but since the rsins have bepgun we got a little more, end I expect to get
plenty now very soon.

I think Lou's brby is the best and aweeteat baby thet's come along
lutely, Eddi= and Bill both had s spell of lntermittent fever while he
w53 here, They Loth took calomel snd & pgood deal of quinina. I think
Fddie is over his, but 1s much worsted in looks. Billie is about today,
tut didn't a1t up a minute yestsrday nor hold up his hesd axcept to
drink wster, Toedsy he hash't 1lsin down &t 11, and I hope his [ever
will not return ag:in.

Pollie's poor little Bettie died sure enough &3 I told you I thousht
she would, snd when they dug the grave they dug into the corner of an-
other coffin. It was very thick poplar plank.

Your Uncl= Tom went up to Ralelsh yesterdecy. The slection dey wss so
roiny that i1t was only hald at Tarrenton ant Grove Hill, 60 votes In the
former, and 9 in the lotter pluce.

I cannot tell you snything about the boys. I ssnd you this little
nota which 13 811 I have hsd from them since I lust wrote to you. I do
not pretend to wrlte to them at 911, hsven't written a line to amy of
them since they laft Fredericksburg. If you have only ona man to wvit on,
you probekly hove a good desl of time to resd, end if you csnnot grt pro-
fitabls books to recd thera, vou ocught to h:va some from homa. Your Brde
thar Mat expscts to visit you the lsst of thig or the first of naxt week.
Tou w1ll send you aone onlons. I wonder 1f you sent my bsg bLsck by Dick,

I will conclude a2 1 "rite pretty often. JVourning, Anmy, end F2d all
in th= houses, pain in the sida. No more this time,.
Hemein B3 ever your afisc,
Ma. R, P, Puvia.
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Yotes cn the precsading letter:

"Isham,” Orandpals nephew, Dr. Ishsm Pevis, who was atatloned ot the
lospltel in faleigh, where Uncle Burwell was sent oftar he wsg wounded.

"Pollie,” lgham's wife and Grendma's nlece.

“Tom," or "Your Uncle Tom," CGrandms's brother, Dr. Thomaa J. Fitchford.
“Matilda," his wife, Thsy were "Pollie's" parents,

. "Matt," 03dest son ol Crandpa end Gramime. e becage president of
TLouisburg College.

"Tou," his wife, the lormer Miss Louisa Hill of Loulsturg.

"Lou'a baby," Cousin lary, Mra. Ivey sllen of “arronton, who 18 now
{1958) 1iving in warrenton st the sge of 92, and just az young in all
buf, yemra ss sver. =2he was also presldsnt of Loulsburg Colleg=.

"Fiddie," Oldast son of Tncle HWatt, then Hihraze years old. He wss the
Kev, T, H. Ysvis, !lethodist minister. Ile disd &t ths nge of 95 at his
home, the historie Oreen (i1l place vt Loulsburg. Aunt Lon 1ivad to be
95.

"B111," or "Billie," youngest child of Grandps and Grandma. wwas then
five yesrs old.

"Mourning," "fmy," and "Fed,"alaves.

“Grove Hi1l," a little country cross rosdswhere the pmople of that

5 comminity went to vota, LT this psrtlcular tlqe the mlection wus probs-
bly aqulet, but usually it was very different. . hiskey flowed, end was
freely usad, snd {ighting wes in no way unusual. On one ocssslon, 80
my mother, deupgh:er of Edwsrd and NHetecce Dpvia, told me, thare wags 8 har
rel of whiskey (or keg), and = dipperfrﬂﬂiﬁﬁyanf who pleased drenk. One
man baceme ao impatient for his turn st thes dipper that he took off his
gnos, dipped 1t In &nd took nis drink. Iwo men got in a f1zht, and one
struckk the other on ths hesd snd broke his leg.

B.F.B.
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Uaprlisls, Penn.
June 28th, 'G3
Daar ua,

Your letter of June 3rd csme to hand this morning, being the
first mall we have received since leaving Frederickaburg. vas
very 2lasd indeed to get it too, for 1t seems to have been so long
since I had hesrd from home. I wrote fo you from Hagerstown, Nd.,
vut don't lmow thet you willl ever get that letter or this one elther,
for there wos no repuler mail, end I gsve 1t to & citizen who promised
to send 1t to wincheater,

Cur propress froa Fredericksburg to Cerlisle has been a series
of complete victories, so essily won that we have not yet fired e
gun. It 1= only 18 miles from here to Harrisburg, and I hear that ¢
the Pennsylvania militle are prepuring to meet us thers., 1 never
ssw our army in finer conditlon for fighting in my 1ife, Everybody
seema to be in good apirits; there are but few sick ones, thouzh some
have sore feet. :

The pesople about here arse the most surprised thet you ever ssw. . .
They say they thogght nesrly all the southérn soldliers were killed
longe &0, and the rebellion about tHo be crushed.  Little did they .
think three woeks ago thet thelr stste would be invaded at this time.
We are ncow quartersd {that 1a, three North Carolinsé brigsdes) in the
0ld U, 3, Berracks just in the edge ol town. They conaist of seven
or aight bulldinpgs, each about one hundred yards long, and eanch con-
taining ebout rifty or sixty rooms, besides numerous other smaller
buiidings. This place reminds me very much of Chepel H1ill.

Saw Tom toudev., e 33 well, ssyd he wrote home only two or tluree
deys epo, There 1ia so much news to tell that I nevar can think of
writing 1t 11, IHops I may be able to get home alter ¢ while and
give it all then. There i3 no dsnger of our suffering for anything
to est in this esmpaign, for I have seen more wheat than 1 ever saw
in 211 my 1ife tometiher befors. There is very little woodland about
here, and the whole face of the earth is almost cne blg wheat lot
with larpe clover and grass lots scattered here and there.

s“hen I wrote Bame from Hegerstown I only found out sbout fifteen
mlmites before dasrk that there would be sn opportunity to senld & let- -
ter next morning, so I had to write mostly in the dark, ond 1t wes
go dsrk that I could not mske out the words after I had writdéen them,
which will sceount Tfor the bud writing.

Bob Yilliams saya te@ll his folks thut he i3 311 right, well and
hearty as aver, snd so am I with the exception of & cold and slight
hosdache., ihen you write to any of us, just mention the Co., Reg't,
Brigsde, Division, &C, Fwell's Corp., vis -inchester, Va. I have a
nice 1little Yankee portfoliz with juat as much psper as I want, but
it is 211 smell like this sheetb.

liothing more at present, as ever,
Your son,
+eldon.
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uagon Camp '
Six miles from Stanton,Va,
Tussday night, July 7th 1

Ha,

It has been a long time since I wrote homs, so I will pan a fow lines
tonipht, &8s I am golng to Stanton tomorrow, and wlll have un opportunity
to meil this. I wrote a few lines to you from #illiamapors, iid., snd the
next day. Cousin Ben has just called me, and said he has a letter for
mo., I will go and see who it is from. I guess from homs.

Disappointed once, The letter i1s directed to me, and Inside ias a
senled envelope directed to scmeons else, and a few lines on it to me,
asking me to pleasa hend it to the owner., .8 I wea going to ssy, the
day sfter I.wrote to you from Wmsport I was sent back with half of our
whpgons to Stanton. The othwer half went on with the troops. Wallace is
with them. %e huve elghty wagons with us. Cousin Ben 1s in chsrge of
the Brigadas ‘iegons.

e left “msport the 19th, I think, and got here the L&th, The Aprmy m
moved off towsrds Hepgerstown. I have not he'rd from them since. The
news came to us yestrrday that our Division and Early's had thrashed out
the Penn Mellish at Gettysburg. Have heard no particulasrs, Also that
Gan. Loe had mat snd whipped [looker's rfrmy.

Tom was well and looked as Iresh &s a June apple when I s»w him lust.
It is unnecessary for me to write eny army news., You gaet 1t as aoon aa
we do,

v@ sre having s dellightful time up hare in the mountains. e sre csmped
in & beautiful rich country, right among the F,F.V's,, the most hospitable
people (Norfolk excepted) I hsve ever seen. I go ocut every day snd pget
almost enything I went, don't pay a cent. 'there 1s one house about 1. ms.
fromour camp I go to every day and get 1% gullons of buttermilk. I very
oftenn take dinner when I go out., It 1s & Lr. Harper who gives me the
milk. He is some of 0ld Kinchsn's folls. There ars but & few young men
here, but lots of the women folks. DLon't be surprised when you hear
that I am married.

“agons coma in every day from Penn, loaded with leather boots, shoes,
curry combs, lesd, stutionery, and verious other thilnga. I think we have
pasgsed through fifty towns since we laft Fredericksburg, There is s splend-
14 wheat crop in this part of the country. Some of the fsprmersh:ve com-
manced cutting.

One thoussnd Yunkees came on with us from <inchester, They were of
&l1 colors, azes, slzes, sexesa, and from all natlons, sk Bill if he
wants a young Yankee. .& huve some not a8 blg as Horry, and some about
six months old. I have not hesrd from home since I left Fredericksburg.
When you get this write to me at Stanton. Direct in tha csre of Maj.

W. N. Payns, in chargs of Rodes “apon Trailn at Stanton.

rite soon 23 I want to heor {rom hons.
fa evear, Goo,. %. Davia,
Pitehford
( I think "Cousin Ben" was Ben Zmamii, erd I think "Walloce" was the agn
of Grandmat's "sunt Becky ~11lisms," who was Hebeccr Devis and ¥, williem

€. %Willlams., or he mey huve becn Grandps's nephew, bsn “avis,



Tha praceding letter from Uncle George wes sant by his mother to Uncle
Burwell in daleigh. On 4 blamk part ol a papge sns wrote the following:

A Purwell, we have heard frcom the bey3s end they ars safs, safely through
anothar storm., Chi hew thankfil I do fes)l. I have hsd no latter from 21
ther %gldon or Tom., bubt Tom Pitehford wrote the 7th and assys weldon, Tom,
4im Foots, Bob Pitchford and John Burt wers 811 in the filarcesst cf the

fray. and sll safe,

T suppoae ¥et has been to see you. Lam Newell ssys he sew him in Rel-
eigh. We hsve hesvy rains almost everyday, are Iln mud, water and grsss
and have baen for three wseks. DLyerything completaly drcwned, aven ths
gardan. and sorghum ran sway in grias. I wish they would lst you stay
at home and try to make something to sat; I fear & sorry corn crep.

The psas ars not sowed in the lot yet. Den't you think it will be
teo late? I think thers were soms 50 bushels ¢f wheat waated, so they
ére walthig for the hogs to 9at ibt. Jerhaps we willl save 180 bushels.
£1% well excapt Fad. !la kesps pcorly, so he asys, tho he loosks pretty
wsll,

Your Me,
ReFaDa

Haven't heard from you in =zoms tims.

T think it was the famcus Battls of (Cettysburg.

—

, 3 course “Wsldon" and "Tom" wers Grandmu’s sons.
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“Tem®™ and "BobFitchford" end “Jim Fcoote" were her nephews, and "John Burt®

wae the Tather of Dr. Perry Burt, who marrisd Uncle Osorge‘s
daughter, Viola Davia. '
"Fed" was one of the slaves,
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Hapgerstosn, id. .
July 8th, 1863

Dear Ma:

Your letter of the 3rd inst. cime bto hand while we werse in
Curlisle, Pennsylvania. It sceems that you had no 1dea at thst time
thot we were g oing to Merylend so soon. well, we knew nothing of It
elther. A fow days beforo starting we lesrned the srmy wes going to
sturt somewhsre pretty socn, but where to, we c¢ould not tell. The
Ynakes prisoners tuken ot Gettysburg szy they did not know we hed
left Fredsericksburg until the 12th,., Ve had gotten to Front Royal in
the valley, hed been on the march elght days. I wrota home from Hug-
eratown before, don't know thouph thst you evar received my letter.
From thers we wenbt intc Pennsylvsnias for the purpose of collocting
heraea and esttle. Our army went to within elghteen miles of Harris-
burg, hesring that the Yenkees were collecting in our rear, we were
forced to turn beck, met them &t Gettysburg on "ednesdasy the lst
of July, the snniversary of the Malvern Hi1ll fight, snd whipped them
apain; took ten thousund prisoners, also took their hospitals with
all their wounded. The dead Yankees lay over the battle field al-
moat as thlck as they did st Chancelloraville,

The Yanke retrested to the foot of the mountuins where they made
another stsnd, »nd thelr position wsas such @ strong one thast we could
do nothing with them, fought tuem Thursday and Fridsy, but did not
malke snything cut of them, I an mxkhxm sfreid rather lost by 1t. ;
Theres were two weounded in our Ccompany, Bob Willisma alightly on top
of his head, and Lieut Loughlin's brother, slightly also through the
leg juat above the knee. ‘harton Greene wss wounded very budly, also
Lt. Mossly of the 1Z2th. &1l of our neightorhood boys escaped unhurt
axcept Bob '/illiama. OCus Kearney wasa killed. The 12th Regt. sctusl-
ly clothed itself in honor thias fight. Three regiments of thelir
brigade were taken prisoners, but the 12th kept fighting, would not
gurrarder, and by itself held the line msrked fut for thelr whols
brigede. -

L

During the fipght, our wagon trsin went to the resr for @ placs
of sufety, but vent too far, snd 8 few Yankee cavelry msde a desh on
them, run of the (uard, snd destroyed thirty or forty and carried off
@ few othera. Our bagpage wagon waR3 among those destroyed, so I have
loat all my clothes ugain. They huve sent for the mall to go off. I
heve time to write no more. '

#8 gver, your son,
Weldon.

P.S5, TIwrcte a letter whila st Curlisle, but hsve hed no chance to
send, but will send it now, though it is oub of date.

waldeon.

C

{Gnl.) "Wharton Green ssys in hils book, Recollections & Peflections.
that he never rose above Lieut. Colonel, T notice ha sipned his pa-
pers, "First Iieut. Ccl." He sxid Jefferson Davis ~oid him some
time after theiar that he wrots to Hichmond reccmmesnding ta the
{Cnn) Senste his appeointment as Brigedier Col., but his ielier rasch-
edRichmend about the tims of the evecusiion, and in the confusiocn
was novcracicd upen. Cel. Green's bock s 7sry interecasing.”

f'iI'PI.i D.‘
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Ssturday, the Z5th July

lesr Burw=1ll,

i8 “alden hws l2ft pged room for another letter, and &3 paper
13 so secarce, I believe I will avail myself of the oppomtunity of
aaving & little of what littiz I heve on nand. This 1s the last I .
have hacrd irom any of thé ans,, They 1l wrote sbhout the time this
wag written. _ )

Tom was slightly wounded on the ear whlle storming the helghta o
Gettysburg, and he thinks his boy, Jim Grsen, has fallen into the ¢~
hends of the Yankers, and he is very much grieved about it. The wag-
ons were taken and 411 the clothing weldon had, Tom didn't ssy wheth-
er his wes taken or not. I reckon he hadn't any, btut he thought his
boy wes taken with the wagona, but I wes sitting hare slone a few
days aslnce, and Jim ¢:me atepplng In., He got stragpled off, wnd sc
he decided to coms home on & visit. He will return to the reg. next
Mondey week 1f 1t cen be fourd. He will go first to Georpgs at Staun-
ton, and from there in assrch of Tom. Tom asys he 13 & good boy and
worth sny two cooka in the reg.

A1l @a well as usual here, at your Uncle Tom's, snd your Uncle
HEE’B- - - - - H* ngisi

{I copled the above note from s page of the preceding letter from
Unecle weldon. <“es page 33. B.E.B.)

Ytm Green was s Hagro boy who accompanied Uncle Tom 5o the saray.
This was a frequent custom. Ueually he was & sleve, btut sometimes
a freo Negro wanted to go. 1 don't lknow whather Jim Green wss a
slave or frees, tmi Zrandpe's slsves were named "Davis,” which leads
me to belleve Jim wes s frae liapgro.



ronday tns 206h, 193 35
Dear Burwell,

Yours of the 13th reushed me Saturday evening, =nd I will now
drop you a few linea to let you know wiwt we sre all up to at homs.
we had & big rain 1lsat Fridey. It drownsd aeveral chickens ag large
ss pertridgesa, and we had enothar shover this morning. 1 reckon it
is fine for wheat sowers; I think your Pa ls snxious to be putting
his in the ground. They are hauling snd shucking the lot c¢orn sand
méklng arrsngements for wheat aowing. John A's wheet don't come up,
and he saya he 13 the most disappointed men that sver nappened. He
thinks it got hot in the shocks. It was not aprouted at 211. I
reckon he expescted to reslize a 1little fortune from his good whest.

The things you 3dent byCol. Wma. all ceme safely to hend, and I
was truly gled to ses those shoes snd to hear thet they were for Tom
if he heeded them, for he hza been writing home for @ pr. sver aince
he wus aick at Dr. Goodwin'a, now sabout & yoeur upo, and they sre no
nearar mede than when he first called for them., I wrote to him pret-
ty soon and told him his shoes were resdy and e-walting till he
should cull for them.

I reckon my letter being written whth polkberry julce made you *
think to sand the bottle of Ink, HxXIxixaidrx I was at your Uncle
S5am’s when John came from Raleigh. He happened to meet with your
Uncle Sam in town, and then he happsned to meet with me uwp thars. I
had nof one with me but Billie and Maason, so he tock a seab with ma,
and Meson czrrisd him on home. I was gladio accommodate him, 83 he
had accommodated you. I reckon you oupght to heve sent your Aunt
Patsy's specs by him; she might hsave them {ixed in Louisburg snd
get them too, scon.

They msde 43 gallons of molesses over there, and sey if 2ll their
cane had been Chinese instesd of African they would have msde 100. .~
I think Mat 13 more plewsed with ths syrup than snyane I have secn.
You know he loves sweetning.

I think they are all much pleased st your Uncle Tom'a on uccount
of Isham's bazing Vard Msster. I suppoae they think he will not be
aent off now, or perhaps it 1s the honor they are pleased wlth, but
you ssy there's no honor there, but perhaps otheras think differsntly.

I had 2 letter from Weldon » week or so sgo. They wersa on the

- banks of the Rapidan st that time, but where they ure nocw I csnnot ©
tell. He asked where John St. Sing wea, said he hud written to him.
I don't know whoare he 1is. He hes left home, snd is probably in cemp
near helelgh. I hesrd he waa ordered off. ILem Hewell wasnts to buy
your plsce. I will enclose a note ha sent over to your Fa the other
day. /.8 your Pa was not at home I wnawered it briefly by telling him
that I hesrd you gsy last spring that you wouldn't tsks less than
£$4000, snd I ought to have sdded thet according to the way things go
up, I reckon 1t was $24,000 by this time. _

Pat hes not got home yet; I expect to go efter h~r soon. Your
Aunt Nancy says she will csrry me. Your Aunt Msry has znother heavy
(tho not dark) responsibility added to tioss alrezdy gsthered ardund
her hearthstons. lNra. Velia Fleming died of diptheria a week ago
today. She left a baby which only survived 1lts mother cne dsy. 1
‘presume it wes 9 premsturs bbth., She was to have gone to Va. Lo bs
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to be confired, % nar ¥a had come over after, & sc she happened to be

with her 1n har last heura, The last I heard from them she and Thom=-

ag were both about to dia, at least tnnt's what Octavia Hoberson seid.
She was thore on a visit whon sha dled.

Your Pa 1a & juror and is now gomo to town,
s ever your affec. Ma, R.P.D.

Wondey nipght, & O'clock.

Your Pa has returnsd from court, eays Tom is wounded in the knee
snd sent to Charlotteasville, the wouddl being too slight to get him a .~
furlough hema. Pater Allen wes wounded In the bresst at thes same
time. He wes in town todey, ssys he thinks he and Tom both were wounl-
oed with balls nearly spent. It was done miix by Yenkes sharpshooters,
cavalry at thet, near the Potomac.

They are follewing up the Yanka; I fear they will get Into a
suck,. Allen =zsid George was unliurt. elden was under five of sharp
sheotera and that was all he knew of him. Henry Twitty is also wound-
ed, shot through the flesshy part of the thigh. You may not have known
that he was in the army, sa he h:d only bsen in service a short time,

The pressmen ara aftsr Brown, snd we expect them to take him,
this day, I do. They have taken Tom Dowtin's, which cost him 2,100,
for B00 cash, B1ll ilaton's which cost him 3,000 for 500 each, and ao
on. You will probably naver zee thas aniumel agein., vell I hops to
live ti1l I die, if the Yauks don't kill me, Your Aunt Nancy and I
expact to start to Lemisirg tomorrey morning, so if you have eny us-
Iness with eithar of wus before MHorndey moraing, you mest csll on us at
that plsecs.

(John #. ir. John A. #illisms.
nillie The youngest son in the funmlly - 4 yrs old at time of this.
Hsson h slave, young at that time, son of Uncle Hichmond snd Mem-
my Cindy, ile lived on the place until I wus grown, He went to the
wrYr with Uncle Georgs.
Pat Youngest dsughter (my mother).
“em Hewell, grendson of Grandma‘'s Aunt Nancy Davis Powell,
"Your funt Nancy” and "Your funt dary,” Crondmats sjstera, irs, Foote
and Mrs. Epgrrton - the latter my psternnl srandmother.
Thomas Fileming GCrandm's nephew.
lira. Delis Meming wife of ‘[homas.
Tom snd weldon and CGeeorge, sona of Grendma cnd CGrandpa,
Peter Allen brathar of Hissg Capoline 41len, whem Uncls Bureell msr-
ried luter,
Isham Davls Grendps'a nephew.
The "another heavy ?iha not dark) responsibility” of "funt Kary" my
grendmother Egerton, was, I think, the coming of har youngest son,
Robert Zolliecoffer, ("Uncle Zollie),since 1963 was the dute of his birth
Arown the family buggy and riding horse, .
Uectavia Hoberson A neighbor, whon Orendma's firat cousln, #allace
+illiams loter marriad.

B,E.B.)
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lov the &th, 1863.
Lgar Purwell,

Your latter of the 20th October reached me the 4th, accompanied
by two newspapera, the Freabyterimn and the same said Stats Joarmal,
and some time last week we received from you the Southern 1ilustrated
news and that same gsid Standeard. Yewr Pa i3 now sitting by my writ-
ing teble resding them, and I think all that ought to entitle you to
a good long interasting letter from home, btut don't promise that you
will got your deserts, but you shall have one of some sort.

I have Just had letters from all three of the other boys also.

Tom s8aya his knee is considersably swollen yet. He is atill at Char-
lottaville, Va. weldon awid he was aboult to zet off home, &nd we ore
looking for him now every day, 2e and Georgs were at Brandy Station,
both well. ieldon said he wanted to go to louisturg after Pat, told
me to hold on end net go bzfore he came, hut hos disappoihted he and
51l the reat of you will be now, vhen you comne home there will be no
Brown to ride. He has be=n conacripted and carrled off into sorvice.
How isn't¢ that hard? I feel as if I had lcst e good friend, btut the
kest of friends must part.

“e sre having & very favorables full, I think, Your Pa scwed his
whent lzst veek, says it is nicely done, mut 30 bushels on to the lot
thet usually tnkes 12. 1t has not come up yet, and the ground 1s pet-
ting right dry. I huave & nice crop of collsrds., They ars very much
inclined to cabbage and not worm bitten at sll, and every becdy salsatls
are slmost saten up with worms. I account for it in this way. I hed
a non shole her nest end hutehsd 1n the collard patch, and there sha
has kept her brood ever since, and worued the collsrds well,

ibout the supar-cane seed, your Pa has put up a fine chance of
sead in sddition to those you put up. Hr Hill repgrsts very mmuch not
matting hias low grounds in sorghum, says he could hrve made thirty
thousand dollars, whereas he makes nothing. &&very body is polng to
make & fortune next year. Some say i1t wlll be down to nothging, nnd
I hope 1t will bediown to whare every body can get aa much as they.s.—
want, espacially those who have no¥ meat, rnd that's no few thesa days.
Ly, Maott was hore & few days sincs, and T reckon it is sbout &3 hard
times with him as sny body else. llesat, he ssys he doean't aspire to,
says he never could supply hizs family with that article. He wants to
move down and Tesch school for ue and 1llve in your Uncle Ssm's old
houae, but it won't be did.

I wont to Loulsburg a few days after I wrote to you last, and
stayed seven days, went to Mr, lcNightts too, at lest, The old man
enquired about you as fomiliarly as if he'd been used to you all the
tilme. 1ls sald linrgaret knew you were In Raleizgh at the hospitel, asid
flugh Egerton told him his Couain Purwell was there, when he was in
Raleiph. Isham wrote to Follle some time since and told har that you
had been promoted an8 as such were allowed to eat st his table when
he supercedes Dr. Hill, then perheps you will get up to where hs is
oW

+ell, Jim Foote went to. .eldon and got his furlough extended, tho
I do not know for what length of tima, but I hear that he expecta to
leave in a fow doys. Your Grandma came homa today for the first time
in & very long time. She ceme down on the rail road to Hsncy's and
from thers to tovn, and yesterday to your Uncle Sam's with him, and ao
on iflerea thls mornlng.
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fira you comlny Lo see weldon, or mist na QJE 'Eo 8 8e you? I
reckon you can't coms to sse him, and I can't maRke any bargiin for
him. He hasn't come yet sithsr. lie say3 the Yai'ks had Jim Davis.
fle surrerderad t0 tne:, wvut woey pild no attention ®o him; tihey wore
80 afraid of being taken themselves. He wes detuiled ss s cook. Jim
Tom rean himself almost to death; he ren seven miles. lis didn't sup-
reander,

Yes, Col. wms. has nrrived with 20 negross, all John P's and souwd
of his aown. A£J1 thrac of Bob Clanbton's men were killisd bafore thay
got up with the Yanks; 6 of Dr, Cheek's men have left, and all Tom
Erown's and all his sister's. onn ms. says his and nis mother's
have no notlon of golng. ’

Bob Pitchford i3 =ick tn Richmond, and his *a expects to start
after him Mendsy or before.

ig aver, your affac. Mother, R,.P.D.

—

-

&

{Pat +eldon never cam2 home. Two days wfter this letter was wrlitten
ne was woupded snd captured by the snemy ( Nov. 8, 1863), snd disd
in Douglas [ospltal, “ashington, P, C., on Dec, 22. (Grandps snd
Grandme naver saw him or Tom again. BLELR,)

)
s 0
S

Dr, lintt Yillloms Son of Grandma‘'s "iunt Bezky ~1lliams.

My, McKnight Pether of Lou M¢Knight, who married my ffuheﬁls
brothner, Cherles Lgsrton. f

Dr, Cheek i neiphbor, and I think graat grandfather ef,‘ Dy,
8. P. Burt.

iy# ,Tda Jn#d?/
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lioton's Ford,
Noys 9th, 1863

Ma,
1 will write a few hurried lines this morning. L am 30 tived I o~
comnot wrlte much. I sm sorry To heve to tell you all that . eldon

is 5 prisoner, avd tyventy-one mambers of hia Co,, “ieut. HNicholson
among them, #ost of his men who escaped are of the opinion that iel-
don was woundad, znd I understund thet Ben bavis thinks he was killed.
I do not believe he was killed, but from whet I can hesr I think he
mist have been wounded, LUe was on picket with his regiment at XKelly's
Ford, when the Yenkees made an attack. The 30th was on the river
when ths Yankees ¢ame up on a bluff on the opposite side and opened
on them with 20 pleces of artillery, end as much infsntry as could
coma up. There was hardly any chance to escupe. The men who came
of f cannot tell what becamns of the others. They do not think that
many of weldon’s company was killed, and don't know that anybody was,
I have seen them all except Bsn.

we took o hard march last night and crossed the Rapplidan, and
Bsn 1a not with his company this morning, btut he 1s this side of the
rivar, The 30%h and 2nd were both pretty smartly cut up. Col.Coss
of the 2nd was killed and the Llieut, Col. of the 30th Hounded, it 1s
thought mortally, The Yankeesa made & dash and crossed the river in
larpe forco. e went down about 12 otclock {(thia was Seturday the
7t} and =ngnged them and held them in cheek until 12 ofclock at
nignt, when we leit and ceme %o Culpspper C. H. Fiphting at tho 3ome
time wes going on at Rappihannock Station.

Woe have not heard smch about the result. Our army, I reckon, is
nearly by this time on this aids of the Happridan. 'The laat we hesard
from A. P. II111 he was at Brandy Station. I do hot know for certain .
that he hes crossed on this side, The Sharpshooters were mmxg the
only engnged of our segiment. They were 20 yds in front of us. 3ome
of our men were woundsd and one killed. The regualr line did not
fire, sa the Yankee line, except their Sharpshooters, did not advance
af'ter we pot there. L

I do npt think that it wes intended by our officars for uvs to re-
mein on the north side of the KRappidan this wanter. e had no posti-
tlon end the Yunkees hed an excellent ons. VYnly a few troops h:d
bulilt winter qu'rs. Amoa sand Bob Wims are both missing. John Daniel
Shesrin I8 in command of the Company.,

I never have been so yut up for womething to sat in my 1ife sa If
have besn for the laat tvo or threc deys, Ve have just drawn some ;
bread and beef. We drew five biscuits and a plece of beef about two
inchesa aquars Saturday morning and we drew nothing else until this
morning (Mondsy), but I am well and h:ve scme retions left. I do hom
we g2t somzthing from howe scon. I would llke for you to mske me a -
pr of ploves and send me tyo prs of socks. I have not hesard a word
from Tom since he was wounded. I am expectigng & letter from you 6v=-
ery day. L om afraid it will be some time befcre ws hear from .eldon
and his company. “rite scon.

/8 eaver, your afflectioncte son,

Gaorge.

{Ben bavis wes the aon of Grandpa's brother, John vavis.] B.F.B.



{fvldently Kov. 14, 1d3) 4o
Seturday the l4th

Lear Matg,

$ expeat you hsve sacn mccounts of the hard fighting of late,
and want to know the fate of your brothers, so I send you Ceorpge's
letter. Your Fe hes besn to wurrenton today, and says that Buck ./1l-
1iams has written to his wife and says weldon 13 not wourded at all,
but is a priscner., How he kncws ond whether he knows, I do not know.

#e have been lecoking for him home avery day since I raturned
from your house, and just hesrd from him this evening, poor fellow.
I have had a letter from him aince I csme homs in which he told me
not to go after Pat before he csme, as he wished to have the pleas-
urs of going after her himsalf. How I do wish he hud got off bafore
this grest mlsfortune! Yom is bed off with his wound, eonldn't wnlk
a step when he wrote last, ssid he didn't expect to in some time. I
fear he has erysipelas in 1i.

I have just received a letter from Burvell, and I perceivs he
was much concerned about weldon, 23 he hes seen in the papers how
the 30th wes cut up. * wish you to send on Gzorae’s letter to hin
and also tils note. Ile apoke of having received a note from you re-
c¢ently. Dr. P. has this day returned home from Richmond with the
remsins of Tinte. IHo found no diffliculty in his undertaking. Bil-
lie Chenk also went with him after his Bro. A funeral 1s to be prascin=
ed over Tinte, Caroline and Pollle's child. Pollle 1a about yst;
your CGrandma is there also. w»e sre sll well, even Fod RKas come out
azain. Pat has bezen very sick with high fever, but is up now, but
loocks quite slow.

ia evar your affec. Ma.,

Loulaburg, Hov, 9, 184

Braother,
Please present this account to lr. Lewls for payment st your
earliest convinlience and forwerd the amount to me by letter. o

not know when I shall ses him and I want the money, .ie are all well.
Me was out to see us shout two weeks ago. iy school will close about
the 13t of Dec. and we shall go down to Pa's in ten or twelve days
thereafter. Wo shall pe gled to meet you there if you expect to go
down soon.

fs 1 do not want to put you to any expense on my sccount, I en=-
¢lose & stamp to pay return postapgs.

Yours ete. M. S, Davis.

Loul sburg, Hov. 17, 1863
Bro. B.

I hsive just received a letter from Ma, which you will find
enclosed, The news 1s unplsasant, but I hope Buck 5illisms's stote-
ment 1s correct that .eldon is a prisoner but not hurt. That is bad
. enough, but it might be much worse. e sre all well except Churles
Davia, He has been sick in bed several days, but not seriously. I
have not recelived from you an answer to my note. I presume you have
not seen Ous Lewis.

' Yours ete. M. S, VYavis.

(I heve not bteenable to find out who "Tinte" was. Dr, Pltchford had
& son nimed Robert Tinsa, but hs was celled "Bob," and sccording to
recordas he died In 1885, tso yeara later than this lettar wss writsen.
feither do I knovy who"tluroline" was, Dr. P, hid a granddsushter, Cur-
olins, born years later than this date, and living in i955. E.D.8.)



Saturday night.
Daar Purwell,

#g your Uncle Tom axpects To go up tomorrow, I willnot mizs the
oprortunity ¥ of letiing you E&a? from home, I wish I had scomething
cheerful to write, but nlas! have not, We wers so anxious to get
e letter from George to see if he hud heard from #Weldeon that your Pa
started to town this morning after the msill, but met IRham and Simen
a8t Joe Egerton'as, snd ea Isham had the mail, your Pa came back. He
took Isham, and Simon went back.

Gearge has heard nothing from <eldon. He iIs not back to ¢emp, !
as was reported about here, and if we only knew thut he was not killed
or wounded I wd@:ld try to content myselfl, tho it 1s hard for onz so «
good and gentle, so noble and true, to fall into the hends of auch a
crusl foe, Joun 5%, Sing writes thet Bob ima. 1s surely killed. 1
hope 1t 18 not so, but I fesar it 1s, for Jim Green ia home e2nd con-
flrms 1t., le came todny slek, and brought a letter from Ceorgs. 1
alao got a letter from Tom. He camnot wallk yet, but is improving.

Isham was in a grest hurry to see the new baby. HHe nust have
started 1mmediately alfter hearing of its advent. OGeorge snd Jim Foots
ars both %o be married ths 5rd of Dee,, and Tho's Pitechford the 16th,
tho that is not public yat. Mr, Buxton hed a largs barn burnt a few
nights ago, with a largs quantity of cotton, between S0 aond 100 bales,
and I gueas mach besides; loss £30,000. I think i{% js the new bara
near the new housa,

I suppose you received Usorgels letter sent on by Matt with a
note from me. Isham 2nys he thinka ycou did.

I sent you two dogen brass buttons by your Uncle Tom. Pat has .
bsen cleaning the tuttons for you, and has improved them a good deel,
it not as much Aas might be by & good deal, Buttons are acarcse arti=-
cles now, sapecielly brsas buttons. Tom sAys hils leg actuslly morti-
fied. t was 21l occasionsd by letting s bliaster plester atay on 24
hours, and I guess that was done thru neglect. I suppozs hs hes suf-
fered a sipht with it. &9 ssys 1t 1a improving now.

I think your Pa is more hurt about weldon's catastrophe than I
have known him to bz, Ue has no appetite and 1s almost siclk, and 1
em not well. I am - we are - invited to the dining st Hancy Foote's,
but I hardly expect to attend. Your Pa has no idess of going, and I
have no one to go with me,

Well + nad as well conclude, so goodbye,

i8 ever, your affect.
Ha.

(Simon Fleming - Grandpa's nephew.

Jim and George Foote - Grandma's nesphews.

Joe Bperton ~ Firat cousin of my Orandfather Fgerton. His deughter,
Blanche Fgerton, marrisd Grandpalas youngest son, Blllle.) B.i.E.
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fondsy night, 7th Vec.
Daor Purvell,

Yours of the 26th came to hand, end as 1 expect you ere anxious
=0 know \f we have heard frem vweldon, I %111 write you a few linss
and send you a note from Ben Powell to your ra, we did hops b0 hear
that he was not wounded, but cur hopes are all proatrsie now.

?nrﬂly thirk I shall ever see him again. We do not know whare he is.
would joyfully go to him if I could, and your Pa says he would go
after him enywhere if he know the Yankees would give him up. I Isel
11ka i1t would alford me more pleasura to asit by his bedside and walt
on him than enything on earth ever did. I imagine hs would be 3o pa-
tient, calm, resigned, and uncompleining, tut L must dismiss the gad

subject, as I hove but 1Zttle time to writes tondpght.

1 reckon your Uncle Tom heas dalivered up the cravat to you ere v
this. +f he has not, ask uim for it, and i1f it does not suit let me
know, and I'1ll try agein. DNo, we had not seen a liat of the cesual~
ties a5 Kelly's Ford until you sent 1L, and I wes expecting you or
Mat té aend us some ench sccount, and sure enough you did. I am kesp-
ing that and the notice of Maj. Selieris death. Your Pa likes the
Fayetteville Observer very mmch.

If you shouid hear snything from .selden, 1ot us know. You may
happen to hear something whish we msy nel, van't you caue home _
Christmss? Mot and Lou exrest to he hove &% thet time. Ohl me, /7
“oldon ceme so mear getting home, I even bhud his bed fixed for him.
I zhink he had his furlough. I had heard what day hs was toi® hers.
It was Tuesday, 10th of Hov., I think it hurts me more on thas ace
ecount; I know it does. ©Ch, if I could see him once moral

I hed s letter from Tom written the 23rd of Nov., and he expect-
ed to go to cemp in a day or two, and I heave not heard from him or
George since; et lesst I huve nobt hsd » letter from either of them,
I honrd they were in 1line of battle t.o weeks ago., Oeorge was, but I
don't know whether Tom had, or has got there yeb.

Your Ps saya hs has 55 shoats in ths fettening pen. He h-.3
bought one sack of salbt recently, but I am nod ﬂg giure that ha has
enough to salt the mest, About Tuying a horse don't hear him say
vmeh, Bill Alston told him the other day to give him $600 and he
would buy him a horae to awap for our Brown, end * was reul snxious f
for it to be dome. B11ll snid he would rather have given $100 out of
his own pocket than that thet horse should have bean takan. He says
they had mo business with him anywvay. Your Pa works Pigion to the
bugpy, and she does very well, and looks woll, &nd he wua going to
pamper her up a littls, btubt Oil'she has gat the scratches so bed, and
he cen't ocurs 1t. Sho is right lsme, c¢nd hr hss hsd to atop hiph fesd-
ing, &8 he thinks that is rather detrimentel.

He 13 done g-thering corm, und 1s now carrylng kxisxik every
tenth load to the depot, He says tell you the wheat is looking well
and plenty thick, and he hsa plowed up &1l the land a2bove the rood
high and lew land, snd been plowing some days in the fmy fleld. Jdohn
L., #ms. and B. .ms. together have hsuled upsards of 1CO burrels of
sorn to your Unele Sum's ﬂagat, smd Big John . berrel. The corn and
fodder are pouring in, tho 1 reckon there is btut little to sprre 2t
most plucas where 1t comes from.

4. i3 ever, Youp srfec, Ha,
{ T thiok Ben Powell was the son of Grendpa's sister, Jennie lavis Powe!
H'IEIBI



P. 3. I remsried the othor day thet Lt wezan't worth while for rou to
sell your bocta, thot you hed es well wesr boots as any body else. Pat
sais, "“Na, lot Bro Burwell alons, H2 knows exactly what to do with

them; he knows everything, he knew I would breask my comb if I put it

in my halr before Ma came home."

{(In the same envelopa was a smsll plece of paper, part of a let-
ter from my other grendmothsr, Mary &gerton, hxdt written to Grurdma.
Though the writing is perfectly leglble, I couldn't mske any mensse out
of 1t because it wes cut intwcrlght across the lines, not leaving any
line complets, tut I will quote the half linas:) "our overseer wes})
he seys he ...... son of Enoch Powell. He i3 no blg ....,. the nicest
& pest people a8 I ever ..... could get along without them, ..,.. I
sent up for the cloth ..... Just os soon ss I esn get ..... tlcnate
eister, . T, Fgorton.”

(Thia i1s the only bit of Crandma Egsrton'a handwriting thoet I ever re-
member seelnpg. The envalope is mddressed to "Sgt. Burwell P. Davis,
Peace Institute llospital, Ealeigh, N, C." B.E.B.)

(Yharlss Devis son of Grendpa'a brother, Ssm Lavis,

Mason &8 sjlave. spn of"Hawmmy Cindy" end "Uncle Richmond."”
He ond Memmy Cindy lived on the pluce until I was grown,

wallace Willliams son of Grandma's Aunt Beclky Willfame, for whom she
was named, fiunt hebeccs snd her husband, Willlams G, ¥1lliams, hnd
12 children. ‘allace was tha youngest son. He, according to femlly
records, did marry Octavia Hobinson, or ns Grandma spelled 1t, Hober-
.son, I dOA"t know which spelliing is correct, but it i1s the same girl.

B.FE.B.)
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Sundey nlght, 20th, 4 otclock

Dear Purwell,

Yours of the 15th ceme to hand last evening, ond I will drop
you a fewy lines, It i3 sltogether unnecessary for us to tell you our
feelings at this time,=s we know you can judge of them somewhat by .
your owvn. It 1a, I suppose,s stern fact, a dreadful peality that wa/f/
shall see our dear .eldon no more on esrth. It is ¢ socurce of the
daagast grief to ua of snything that has ever yet befalien us., In-
deed I have never folt anything to compere with 1t, Yes, I hava, but
not equal to 1t. Ile was 8o good and amieble, and dutiful, and almost
evearything that was good, and to huve to die among strangers, and en
mies at that, 1t 1s almost mors than I ¢ bear. But I mist forbear,
for I know you noed consolation as much as I do.

I raceived & letter from Tom yesterday, and it i1s ons of the beat

letters I ever read, and really hss 8 good desl of consolation in it.
lle 1s deeply grieved, and yet he tries to consols me. e =ays, "IE
is & scurce of gresut consolestlon to know thst he died an honorsble
death, a sacrifice upcen the alter of his country; but what 32 sourge
of stlll greater consolation is to knav thet he lived a 1ife of such
immacula te purity.” And then he ssys, "Iet us look to God for com-
fort and consolaticn, and try to bear it with humble resignation.”
And then he says, "There are five of us left, and God grant thuat we
may all die as he Aid (il need be) ruther than our namea should cve

e

be steined by o single disgraceful imputation." He says if he had
lived the 1ife that weldon @ lived, he would not fear to die.

IlIms asys he reckons we loved him better than any of the others,
end if we didn't, we dild him a great injustive, and ssys, "If you had
opanly avowed 1t, I assure you that nons of the envy of Jacob's sons
would have renikled in ocur bosoma,” .ell perhupa I was unvortiy of
such s son, and so he haus been tsken from me, but I thank CGod for th
glorious hops of meebling with all mi children Ain that better lond where
there will be no mors wara, nor suffering nor sorrow of any sort. I
have a great desire thet ycu all should be pious.

I cannot tell you when Ishem iz to go back. He was to have gone
Fridey, but had & c¢hill instezd. 1 hear that he is to pgo tomorrow.
If he does, I =zhall send this by him, end if not, I shsll mail it, I
may give it to Hupgh Epgerton to mail in Louisburg. lle 1s hare, snd will
leave tomorrow or next day. He casme yesterday and brought Mery to
stay a few weeks with Pat, He 18 & "nice" boy, aa the saying is.
four Grandme is here and is qQuite well, I expect she will remnin
here the bslance of the winter. '

I did not attend the double dining st Nancy Foote!a, nor do I
think I should have pgone to Thomsa'as if it hzd coge off, which bye-
the-bye 1t did not, ths he put his folks to e grest desl of trouble
and expense. I am surprised at his procecdings. He falled to pot
hla furlcugh approved, but we all supposed thet thst matter waz all
arranged long ago.

I think his Pa is much mortified, tho they all seem To bear it
very wall, They sey 1t mipght have been mach worse. I don t know how
the frir lady likes such e disapncintment. I resd the letter thot
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Thomus wrote heome to inform them that hs was not comlng, =nd I agsaur2
you he was rmch ont of mor., He stils one of the officials wnom ha
expacted to sign the fn gh, sald he did not spprove of soldlers mar-
rying during the war, nnd then he ssid "some men clothed with a little
brief suthority cut up such fantastic tricks hefore high heaven, as
maltes the angals .vaep. Shokspesar. I8 tellas them to hold on to hia
wedding clothes, ha'll need them yet, Dr. Foote and Jim and their
wives gnd Me had lalid up to stey with us that night, but they happan~
ed to hesr the day before that 1t was a fallure. 'They may all maryy
end welcome, but I didn't fecl like, nof intend to participste in any
way. I had no relish for it when my ovn boys are suffering and bleed-
ing and dying. I forgot to say in the right placa that the Sentinel
and Journal also cams H0 hund.,

Bob #'ms is not killed as was reported, btut 1s alive and scfe at
Point Lookout, Your Pa ssw a letter Irom Jim Hsrris in which he said -
"Capt. Davist! bay arrived here.” 3aid nothing about Jeldon: don't
juppose that any of the boys even knew he wes gven taken.

Your Pa seys I mey ssy to you bhat your Uncle John says thet Jim~
my hss concluded to aell you thst bit of land you once apole of buylng:
says what must he do? Bust he trude for you, &c? | asked him what
price they held it a%, but he saays he doesn't know, so you rmst limlt
him, say how for he 13 to go., If thea land 1s zmEx preally worth ;3 pt*r'
acra, you may expect to my %30, Af {4, then 40 snd so on,

lMatt is to come tomorTow to atay a doy or two, Lou is not coming
st all on acceunt of the children having the whooping cough. A pgreet
Aissppeintment all arcund. X think 1f they all had come, it would
heve been conslderable relief to our feelings, Tom wes sent on to
camp while they wors in lines of hattle, but wes sent back spgsin. Ha
however want to Dr. (oocdwin's and stayed a week or two, when hs
hanrd of ‘eldon's death, he went to comp, seid he wentad to sesz (eorge.
Gsorge said he was not well when he wrote last, MHe thought perhups he
ned satan 500 freecly of the good things Dick VYavis and e, Duke cor-
ried. Dick i3 back:; they take no subs., Mo, “. got robbed in Rich~
mord of $35, snd got his ahoes burnt, and u hole in his cosat and his
boy'as hat stolen at the soldlers’ homs .

Kebecce P. Dsavie.

(Thomas, son of Dr, Thomas Jefferson Pitchford.

"The fAir lady, iiiss Psttie Plummer, whom Thomss finally married

Hugh Egerton, son of drandme's sister Mary, He was my fother's brother.
Hary F‘p;e:'tun, Hugh's sistér, usueily called "Minnie." She merried Dr.

B. Frank .‘hiteside.

lHancy Foote, (randmn's zister.

Dr, IFoote, Her huaband,

Jim (Jasmes) Foote, Thelir son.

Jim (Jemes) IHerris, ths widower of COrsndma's drughter Hary,

"Capt, Davia" Uncle .=ldon.

His "Boy" the Negra slave who wenbt with him to the army to wsit on him.
Dick VYsvis, #ichsrd Blount Devls, son of Orandpets bficther John.
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wz3hington ¥ity, Pec. 8, 163
Hra. Bdword Davis
«erranton, N. C. ;/f.

Dear Madam,

In the discherge of a mest painful duty, 1l address you, sympe-
thizing most truly in the sore affliction which 1t has plensed Cod to
appolnt you. Your son, Capt. Weldon Edwurds Devla, was wounded and
captursd at Kelly's FPerd, Va., on the 8th of Hov. “n the 9th he wes
brought to this c¢ity % placed in the Douglss Hospital, receiving the
most careful attention and provision. Capt. Yavis' wound, a severe
fracture of the right lsg, rendered amputation nscessary. At first
surgeons were hopeful, tut on the 19th symptoms of tetanus appaared,
rendering wrazaiiakiz unavalling all skill ard attention of the aurge-
on3 in his bshalf. He exzpilved 40 m. after 4 o'clock on Sundsy, the g
22nd, I was permitted to visit him every Cday, was with him th?® whois /f
of the last day of hias life, witnessed his bsptism, hia hely & hoppy
death, & received hlis last measnge to you, his dsar mothsr, sasuring
you that ha died a Christicn in the hope of a glorious immortality.

I attended his funeral to esmoetory of the scldiers Home. AL his ra-
quest, the effects found on his psraon when captured are in my hend to
ba delivered to you. )
+4ith sincereat respasct, your fallow suffarsr,
Mrz, Elizabeth Blount.

Warrenton, N. €., Dec. the 26, 1865
¥rs., Blount,
“ashington City,

Dear Hadam, v

Your ¥ind and sympathizing letter of the Oth of Dec. reached 6
the 21st, glving us the garticulara of ths death of our heloved son,
Copt W, E. Davis, and I must beg leave to make a brlef reply snd fzaurs
you that you have conferred o great favor & placed us under lasting
oblipationz. I thank God thut thsre 1a such a woman as Yrs, Elizsbail
Dlount; long may you live %o vislt the «fflicted and off2r the conso-
lations of the gospsl to the dylng strangsr.

We had haard that he was oeverely wounded, and h:d geen in the
newspaper a brief nctles of hiis death, but I s%111 hoped 1t might be
otherwise and that I might 2ee the loved ons agaln, but now I Know
that L shall naver see his lorvely form again in this world, and never
more hesr the scund of his soft swest voiee. I heve shed many teurs
over your lstter, tho I assurs you thet IiL affords uas the grealest /
consolation thet could poasibly be offered under the circumstances, V
+ have transmitted a copy of 1t to my aebsent children, and a% their
roquest mmat esk you Af 1t ke possible to have his leat resting placs
nomistalably mariced, His efiects you will plesse retaln until ym
cen trenamit Shem to me, according to his request, f fael so very
thenkful that Do found a friend in whom he had full sonfidonce. My
hwateand aays he feels snbtiraly relleved siince the reception of your
latter. It 1s & aource of the greoieat Condolatlon to know that ha
w¥a8 proparly cared for, and atill grester to know that he dled a
Christisn, If it should ever be convenient for you to zilve us any
additicnal particulars, they willl be tharkfully received and rssd
with the doepest Intoerest.

7ith sincere respect,
Your friend for 1ife,
Ravasca P. savia.



= / .‘.Eandz_!':,r alght.

I have just now received a letter from washington City, from a lady
who aigra her name, "Mrs. Elizabeth Blount, your frisnd and [2llow
aufferer."” She writes to inform me of the death of my son, "Cept.
“eldon Edwards Davia." Says she was permitted to visit him evary day
during his confinement, end was with him the whole cof the laat day of
his 1ife, witnessed hia baptism, his holy and happy dsath, and re-
csived his last mesauge to "you, lis desr Mother, assuring you that
he died a Christisn in the hope of & gloricus immortality. I attend-
2d his funsral to the cemetery of the soldiers! home, and at his re-
queat, the effects found on hles person vhen captured are in my charge
to be dalivered to you," '

The above is pretty, yea, exactly the wordas df the lady. She says
nis wound wos a severe frecture of the right leg, rendering amputation
nocessary, The physiclans wers horaful of his recovery untll the 19th
when unfevorable symptoms appsarsd, and on Sunday the 22nd at 40 m.
after 2 o'clock ho bresthed his last.,

i am mich obliged to the good Jady. She sssures me thst he had
the most caraful attentlion and provision. It is a source of greert
consolation to na to know that he was well csred for, and that he
disd a Christian. I pray God to grant that we all may meet him in
Heaven. The "ashington letter is draped in mourning inside and out., V/
Lot us all dry up our tears now, and henceforth know that ws have an-
othar tie in IHeaven.

{Dataila of TUncle weldon's being wounded and ceptured are given in a
letter dsted June 25, 1864, and the letter 1s in 1ts chronologlcal order
in this collection of lattsrs. However, 1t might be more Aintereating
to turn to that letter now, snd then com® back to the next one hsre.

1 would have put the letter next, but it would mix up the dates and

the order of othsar items in the letters,
. BIEIBI}
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Sundey night efter supper, 10th Jan, '8&
Dear Burwell,

Your letter of the 2rd came duly to hend. The rnews papers ware
alao roceived, and your Fa is now reading the Observer. /ibout that
big rain, I guess we hed it In full, and the creek looked like it had
a notion of coming up to the house.

fpgh Eperton carriad Mollie home yesterday, just three weeks from
the day they ceme. It was vory cold and icy. I sent too lotters by
him to mail, when hs was here before, one to you and the other to
George. They were both merked "Faid 10 cta,” but the pestmaster of
Louisturg s=zid 1t wouldn't do, so Hupgh had to psy 10 cts more on each
of tham, I puess I don't pget csught so aguin.

Thomas Pitchford has bpought his wife up to see us, and I like
her vory much. He expscts to leave the 16th. The soldiers scem Lo be
petting very much in the not/ion of marrying. Poor fellovs, L reckon
they hsrdly knev what to de. L suppose they have concluded that t.ey
had es well be killed married as single, and aa for the girls, I sup-
pose they think they are pa willing to be widows as old msids, :

llenry Bobblit is now at home on furlougnh, and 1t s ssid that he
and Jinea leming sre to be married in & few days, snd I am inclined
to belleve it, sa my euthority was tolerably good, tho not ofilcial.

Dr. Foote and his wife and mother stuyed here s11 night when they
came down to Themas! dining., Matt ssaysd only two nights. He was
here at the time of the dining, but didn't go. None of us went: few
families now feel like making merry. "It is mora blessed to go bto
the housa of mourning then $0 go to t:e house of fewsting.” Just now
at least. Jim Foote and llenry have pgone o rseek or two. 'They vwere in
camp when George +#rote last,

Do you get eny molusses at your house? I have used hualf of mine /
and more, but I con make out ti1ll time to mske more, I hsve tried to
tire Pat and Bi1l of it, bubt with no efiect. The more they eat ol 1t,
the more they want., It seems that they never wunt sny titing else.

I wish they would let you come home for good. I anm surs you could
benefit the Confederacy more by stuying hrre and helping %o form thon
you c¢an where younu re, Your Pa 3aya nefroes esn't, don't, or won't
raise hogs. I feur most will get to be a scarce articls. The soldl-
ers!' wivea aat so muich., 7ell, I fe=l for the scldlers' wives, and
don't want thmm neglected, but they oufht to work more and eat laaa,
some of them. .e ara dono with hog killing, killgd 58, and they made

4,616, I still heve a 1ittie oid bacon on hand.
i have juat got & letter from George. He aays he ond Tom, in v
faet all his bripgade are to go on picket fthe loth and will not return
until the 23rd -- a week. MHow will they 2tand 1t? I am very anxious
for Tom to com= hom® snd so is your Pn, The laat time I a:w him he
and wWeldon left home together. I think if I could have ssen .~cldon
once more, I could h:ve stoocd it better, and now if Tom should shere
the same fete, I don't see how I cen strnd 1t., Mat scys there Is =2
very clever men in Louisburg (a refugee} numed French, who I supposs
know#s this Mrs. Elizabeth Blount. He says she is a lady cf high
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standing, the mothar of three dashing belles, was oropinally from one

of the Carolinas, and has two sons in the Confederate service. She
was once & Presbytsrian, but now a Roman Cathollic, asys a differance
of religious opinlen csused separstion betweon her and har husband,
but the matter has been aAmicable adjuated, and thay weore liviag to-
gethsr at last accounta, He says I may rely implicitly on the truth-

fulness of a1l she ssid.

Az ever your affectlonate
g Mﬂ L]

(Mollle another name for CGrandma's Egerton's dsughter, iary, also
A

ceelled "Ninnie.”
Honry Bobbitt, married Grandpa's nlece, »innle Fleming, or as UYrand-

ma calls her, "¢insa,"
Jim and Henry Foote, sons of Crandma's sister, funt loncy.



&1

inl

(The following nas no date or heading or signsture. B.E.B.)

1 have sent you a copy of the entire latter of Mrs. Blount, think-
1ng you might 1ike fo mee 1t all. I received many letters of sympa-
thy and condolence from various friends and relatives, all of which I
highly appreciste, tho they stlr alfresh the deep fountsin of my grief.
Tize msy 1n a meesure obliterate the keen anguiah which I now feal,
and piTtislly heel the wound, but the deep doep scara will ever re-
main,

On the other side 1s pretiy much what I wrote in reply. I wrote
1t on a whole sheet of nice paxpre letter paper which your Uncle Tom
geve me, as I had none, tho we ere only allowed to write one papge.
Met desired of me to ask the ludy to have hls gruve unmistakably
merked, if 1t be practicsble. I want to sce lMrs. Blount when the war
enda, if it ever doss end, and I am here to ges it.

a3
Thuraday evening, Jan 21, 1854, Thig o besutiful day, and I think
the boys have had s tolerabls goocd woek to lie out, at least much et~
ter than laat weelk was. I zasldom aver mention the wapr, or the state
and condition of the country, or of my f2°lings, to them, poor fel-
lowva, I unow tney have enough to contend with at best., They naver
mention Fltcher these daya. have aaked them why send where is he,
ete, ete, but they heve not replied,

#e were sent for to go the James Cheek's to a funersal toduy, and .~
your Pa hAs gona, tut I didn't feel like golng myself. I 4new I
should ery myself pretty bigh to death at the funeral of & poor sol-
dler. 1I shed Ditter tears encugh at homa. Tom Cheek, Wallace. and
Tom Davis all went into the service at the same time, two of them
have long since fllled soldier's graves.

I am very hopeful that Tom is & Christian, tho he has not ns yut
made sn open profession. I 1ike the tenor of his lstters very mich,
and have for some time. Il= is = brave ond noble boy. He has just
read Dodridge's “Rise and progrsas of religlon in the socul,” ard was
much interested in it. If he should ever receive a more fatml blow
than those he has received, I hops he mey be able to say as desr .2ldon
did, "Tell ia 1 died a Christian, in hope of a glorlous immortallty.”

Hr, Clemons is living over here at sunt Betsy's old plsce with
his wife and 5 c¢hildren end negro foemily X%mx and goineg to make a crop.
Phll Alston is to bs murried the 2nd of Feb, to a young ledy of Louis-
burg, who has been tesching achool for iprch ilston last year, Her
name i1a Crayton, sister of Lewls /utson’sa wife and Dent's wlfe. She
is poor, but he saya that he has enough for both. e 1s not provost
mortial at weldon.

(Grandma spelled the nume Cer-p-yet-n, since that was the wuy 1t
sounded, but 1t should be "Creighton.”
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ihis the =20th of Jan, 12064
Pgar Burvell,

Youra of the I14th ceme duly to hand and as your Pa wi1ll probably
go to town this weok, I will make a brief reply. 1 see you fanl mmeh
sblicitude in regard to Gecrge and Tom, as well you mey, tut I am a-
fraiad to sry snything to them about getting a transfer, for in the
first place, I don't know but as muny cavalry as infantry get killed,
according to number, and in the second place, if we weras to csuse
them to make the sxchangs, end then they were to get k¥lled, it would
be an additional source of grief for all tilme. As you say I don't
mch like to glve advice, tho I feel a grest deal more anxiety about
them than I ever have. They went on plcket duty the 16th and will
not raturn until the 23rd, aso I shall not get a letter from them in
some demys,

Your Pa said he would have gone to the army with Thomas Pltchford
if he could have got you to atay %ill he returned. The boys desired
him to go to see them, and besidss he wonted to settle up Weldon's
affairas, I suppose he owes scms, and others owe him some. He, how-
aver aant on the power Lo B. D. williams,

!y molassss I h-ve used three times a day ever since I had 1t,un- _
il of 1late. Pat and Blll navsr =zeem to went enything else either
for Breakfast, dinner or suppar, end I thouzht I'd try and tire them
of 1%, but I found it wes no go; the wmore they ate the better they
loved it. 1 oniy use it now to sweeten iLneir tea end give them o lit-
Gle occaslonaliy. I have alsc sent some to the hboys twice, They sert
& canteen all the way houe sfter some, ond I mude a pood chsnce of
presarves last summer £oo, and now huve thut big jar full not touched,
80 I think I ¢sn mske 1t lsst till next Tlue. -

You asid In your Isst, "I do not think 4 have written all I in-
tended, but have forgotten ths balance.” I ern %61l you how to man-
apgp that. Jhenever you think of anything you intend to write, note it
down, just o word ot two will suffice. I have to do that, else 1
shhould always forget the prime objsct of my letter, as apt ss not. 1
em thinking the next cumpalgn will end the war, but how don't know.
1 hope some great power, sithsr nstursl or divine, or both, mey in-
terfere Iin our behslf.

Dr. {heek called on us a while ysaterday. He 1s on s furlough.
Your Grandm: is here and well. Your tobacco is in a coppras s white
oeg, but don't you forget snd cnll it a pillow c¢ese; I wouldn't like
for Rolasigh folks to know 1 uasd coppras plllow cssea, Howvw 1s it a=-
bout this swoking? H:ve you quit chewing «nd took to the pipe? .iell,
I don't know which i3 the least of the two evils, chewing, I reckon.

ha @ver, your affecticnate
Ma, .
R, P. Vavis.

(I think Dr. Cheek wrs the grandfather of Dr. S. P, Burt of Louisburg.)
B.FE.B.
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Yen. tns uwnd, 1BGE
Cear Purwell, . : v
letter paper
The bundle of panta, cuabbage secfdfund gumarabic come to hand to-
dey. I am very gled of tho glue. it ia a very convenlent srticls,
and I like very mmch to keap 1%t on hend, I sent £5 to “oulsturg liast
Saturdsy by Charles Devis snd bought we a8 quire of letter paper just
the slze of this, 3o nor I have two quires, but I don't care if I hove,
it 13 none too much. 1 shall be very savling with it, end you needn'f
be surprised if the next time I write %o you it 13 on sn old scet. I
have some of that coorse blank book yet, tut Pat must have sone to
write on. e expact h=r to start to school tomorrow to Hir, Fullford,
Fishing Creek Acadenmy, Warren Co,, H. C. His szalery is £400. That o/
may be more than he is worth, but it B but little if any more than
encugh to bread hils family.

whon your lesat latter came to hend with two ten cont stamps on it .
I was real puzzled to know what that was for, but it came to ma aftsr b//
awhlle. I sent Ceorge and Tom a whole package of fthose old snvelopes,
and they ware very glad to pget then, scld they were Jush as gosd =3
new, Tom has pgot Into a boub prcdf poslilon, so he says, snd I am so
glad I hardly know how to contsin myself. He 13 on provost puard at
Rhodes' headquarters. [e assys the duty ia very hard, and he wants La%
gon to help him when he is off ao th»t he cen rest., Iis place will -
alveys be 1n the reur, and no danger of his being teken unless the
whole army is captured, snd then no matter if he 1s, e mey bessnt
by wallece w1lliame the l4th of this month, not certain yet. Your Fa
dosan't mich 1like the idea, feara he is not abls to find him. (Right
hersa I am sure Brandma msant "Hason's place will always, etec, and Ma-
son may be aent by .allace W1lllams, ete. B.F.B.)

They sre trying very hard to get CGeorge hack to the Ouartermast-
arls department where he once was, but his offlcers refuse to let him
go, and I am v ary sorry for i1t. It would relieve my mind a preat
deal if he was back there.

Wallace Willisms csme here Sunduy morning, stopped a few minutssa,
said he was pgolng to your Uncle Tom!'s. we told him he was going to
Tom Robsrscon's, btut he peosltively denied 1t, asid he never hnd courtsd
Octevia and never msent 1t, and efter that <ent on atraignt there, waa
there yeaterday, ond is yet I reckon, as he haS8 not paased back by here
83 he promised falthfully to do, and I shouldn't be at all surprised
to hesr that they are married, He was drossed very fine,

Octavia kicked Blll Check os soon &8s she hesrd that .ellace had
cond from camp. Il® is on sick furlough. It seems to be but little
trouble for enybedy to come home except my boys sand Joe Hodwell. He
hss never been yet. His wife has jJjust mmmsxksma been to Lynchhurg to
@ee him. He is doling scmething in a hoapitul, His wife says she is
satisiied now, she has seen him, had rather he should stay where he
is and never come home till the end of the war than to be sxposod in
the army and come perhaps once & yesr, Her youngest ¢hild 1s wenmned,
and he has never seen 1@; ghe 1s sorry she didn't carry it, Your
Grandma and Mary Newell went to see hsr the other dsy, She 1s ga
lively us a cricket, 3o they scy. Your Pa is fixing to hove his mo-
%aaae: mill mede, and six barrels,., Don't Iintend to 111 them sll tho,

. fuesa,

fa svar, pua,
L. P. Vavis
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jiatvar nos duied, bui seoms To Lava hoaon ldb4, )
'eb. ZGth.

Dzar Purwell,

Asa you are beginning to wanit %o hesar from heme, I will drop you
a few lines, Yours of the 24th z:me to hsnd, stomped with the Uovern-
or's seal and 30 cts poatage, and your Pa, who waa the first te pget it
in hand, concluded it must be all the wuey from fashington City.

. Yea, the ice on our pond was thick enough %o put up, but 1t wnaxn
n't did. Our whoant anows a 1little, and but a 1ittle. TUncle Kearmsy
passed here a fev days since, and said ours was the bzat he had sesn.
If so, I pity the balance.

Georme left Friday. He carried soms provisions with him, but I~
do not expect that Tom will gat a mouthful of 1t. Foor fellew, he is /
sadly in need of it too. He has wrltten since you left and asald he
hadr't had s mouthful of meat in two days, and very short tations of
braad, seys he would never couplaln if he could get bread, but when it
comes Vo no meat and not enough bread, that 1z hard.

1.4

Your Unele Sam gave Ceorge half bushel or more or potatoes a few
daya before he left, and lrs. John A, sent him a half bushel and a fim
lot of butter to cerry to camp. Jim Foote and his wife stayed h-~re
Tauradey aigat. Thars wos a bundle of lettera sent up here for George
to maZl, and ome to you from Isham among them, but he went off and lef
them, =o they will not get off any sooner then thia, I reckon. I did-
n't knew they wers hsre until he was pons.

Mr. Chask left his ostate just as 1t stoands to his wife us long
28 she lives. BShe can tuy or sell s negro or anything she chocses, cnd
&t her death the money and negroes are to be equally divided among all
I1ts children. His land 3@ to be divided Letween his two boys, and all
the residue is to belong to Billie. All the land on this side of the
¢ro=k and a little on the other silde Zxx down about the bridgs is Gus's,
and I reckon it ia his now.

vell, whnt do you thinkt Iast Sundsy morning when your Pa fed
hogs, he mlased Loulsburg, and when he went to feed his shesp he ['cund
his entrals where ho Wwas %utchered, 30 he anquired who of our folks
stayed at home all nipght, and Net for one said he did, but it wus soon
proved that he did not stey at home 8ll night , but went over the creck,
80 your Pa sent Goorge off %to see whit he could lsarn over thsre, ard
evidence began to gather so thick against Net that he took up his tools
end left, and when we shall sse him &%ain remains to be told. He conld
not fsee that sct, Your Pa think (now) tiat he has killed six or asasvan
in the course ol & year or less time, one very recently. 'te think he
carriss them over to old resds (I'm not sure of that word, B. ..RB.)
and sells them. MNow isn't he a pratty foremenl He was in e feir way
to bresk up the planiation, and wasby far the meanest Negro on it, I
think. If he does c¢ome back, I don't know wha$% ought to be done with
Rim. He may try to go to Yankeeiand, for aught I know.

inan Faton's little girl died yesterday wilth messalss, She has on-
1y two children now, Bet and Turnbull are off. 2Zhs would have him
t111 her folks got willing, cnd then she woulda't. Tom writss to me
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that he 13 in love wifh one of the F.F.V's, and iz just about to pop e
question. “hat do you tihink of that? Poor fallow, I am afpeid to zay
one word for or against it. T heve no news, so I'1l wind np the tusl~
nass.
As ever, rcur affec.
Ha,

(P. 3. T sm scrry td hoer that your good friend, Dy, Hill, 13 gzoing to
leave you, tho perhaps you may like hia successor quite ss well.

(I think "Dr. Hill" was Dr. #illiem 4111 of Raleipgh, mkuzaxhmxzmx great
uncle of mK huaband, CGoorge Spencer Baliar, alncs Dr., #m, 1111 was a
prominent “aleigh phyaiclan at the time of the war.

"Het," whose resl neme was lNelson, was ong of the sleves, and gove
Grandpa much $reuble. B.F.B.)

{The followlng note Irom Isham “svis, nephew of Grandpa, was with
Grandma's letter, and the date, 1864, on it certifies the dsts of her
letter. B.E.B.):

Task
Thoa. J. Fitchfard, Sr.

I hereby nominate and appoint Purwell P, Yavis my lawful attorney to
sign Payrell for me nnd to draw any money that may be due me at Gener-
al Hospital Ne. 8, Ralsigh, N. C.

I. H. Pavis,

on the other side of ths paper he wrote:

Wwarren County, N. C.
Couain BRurwell, .

I send you a pover of attorney to draw my monsy, I wsnt you to
tuy a jackst for me from some of the details, walton promised to let
me have- hls, I donl't want you to glve any more than the Government
prices. COeorge leavea tomorrcw, and I will send this letter by him,
Give my respseta to all the boys.

Yours &c.
I1.0.Davis.



labecer not dated, DUb yMSE have Unon Larci, ious, Locsuse U
the contexy shows thet 1t was writton a few days alter the
proceding letter in this collection. donday evening.

Daar Burwell, v

I have just finishad your pants and sent them douwn to Tsham Lo
carry to you., I hope they will sult you, 1 Etrled to xut them by the
¢loth onea, but the cioth onss are too small for the present fashion.
if thsy will not sult yom, you can sava them for Tom, 1f he should ev-
ar nasd BNy mors.

T don't k¥now how 1 shall got clothes now, my cotton i3 out. I ufﬁ
have no more than two or three 1bs on hand, and my cards sre petting
very bad off, and I see no way at present but for all hands to get Yo
go naked. & hesr & good deal ssald about csrda for soldlers' wives,
but not a word about cards for scldiera' mothers, {

Iou writas that thee are & prost wany marriapges pending out ﬁ‘
thersand almost overywheore alise. She says asne heard a ledy ssy thst
there wos no such thlng Lasse dsyn as for a man to be discarded. .ell
if s body could knos that Lhe war would ever end, 1% would be v wry
propitions time to choose a wifs, - £

Nels on has not returned yet, but Ssry told we this morning that
Ann went off yesterday snd carried & lot of bre~d dowyn towsrd the
orsgk, and I reckon it is true. He can stay out os long os he pleases
and get well fed snd hnrbored. There is nobody to caich him. 3

George has not written to us slnce he left, lHe wrote back to
Mr. M, C. Duke as soon 23 he got to cump to let him knov he loat hils
box o oprovisions 2% weldon. Ile had three boxes, one for himself, one
for Mark Duke, and ome {'or Hatthew Duke. iihen he waent to chsange csrs,
he took his own box and left the other two in the csre of a8 man wio
of fered to watch them tll he pot back, .hen he got back,the man, boxes
end 11l were gone., Now that man stuys there for that purpose, 1 reck-
on. YMr. Duke soid George was in a peck of trouble, btut he wrote on to
him to be easy, he was satisfied; he knew he did his besi. lle suid
Gaorge opensed hia own box to the Dulkes end told them to take whet they
chose. The Dukes send on 8 pgrest many boxes and George always (mis a
goed share of them. L

I have heard today thst the 1Zth N. C., was enguged with the Yen-
ktoe cnvalry last week., I heven't heard the cesualties, 1 don't wunt
to hear anything %o hurt me any worses than I am hurt, and'I don't lnow
as T can, I cusn't hear from Tom, and it scems that he csn't hear from
me. I heve had no responae to the three loat letters t+ h:ve written.

I had & letter from him Feb. 4tk, and that 18 the last I huve heard of
him, arnd then he hadn't received my lvst letters.
Your affec, la.

(The =bove letter was written over or bstween the lines of one from
tunt lou. I ean resd very little of iunt Lou's letter, but will ghve

that little, B.E.B.,):

Louisburg, feb, 29th

Dear llother, P be
t has been now nearly a fortnight since I've hesard from
vou, and I wish thot we msy hear again. .e are all well sxcept ths
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Cgcounph wndleh s not ebatad much yet, fhough the chlldran xraxsii om
wall snouph otherwise ....,. my cloth T28dy ..... You know 1% i~ =
rew businsss to me, and I fear I should meke more blunders., If 'are
{3 any way ..... ond 12t =28 new how rmach I &m in your debt ...
next sttempt will be o hate tha children scme aproms and dressss,
tut my chance wiil be worse then ever now. as we have another bLourder

e

The marrylng faver ssems %o b9 Increasing s&bout here, 1 Heoer
thera are threae weddings in prospect ..... I Bm 20 sorry we skan't
sea Ooorge. I would willingly divide my yoast cekes and (7} if h»

would zive me the opportuniuy.
(I ennnot read the rest, but 1t is aigned:)

iffectlonately yours, .
Lem H. Luvis,

{0n the brok page is a note from Uncie Matt, and I can read very ift-
tle of 1t. The dsts, however, confirms the tlme of Grondmals Jetlor,
It aey3: :

¥ar. Znd, 1864.
Dear la,

1 wrote 2 note some Hime age in reference to funt Patay's spec~
taclea, but heve heord nothing from 1t..... what 13 the objection to
the ziasses now in them? Apgs is a bad stzndard by whicl: to selecs
glonsses, Persons of the zsme age frequently {?) very different onos,
Iet me unow whether ,.....

4.8,0,

{("Aunt Patay" was the wife of Grarndpa's brother, Uncle [fohn Vavis, )
PR ; A

{ following 13 prt of 8 letter written by Nrs. . 3, Lavia, (Aiun:
Lou) to Grandma., Tho date 12 not glven, but it was probably in I7F2
or 1884. AB.2.B.)

Saturday morning, I am expectlon Hugh every mim:te, thouph 1~
looks like we might hrve rain tedsy. @r, Uavia 1la setting ocut potato
8lips this morning, Eddie has becn worse off than anycie I ever saw
with the measlsa. He scewms a llttle brighter this morning. His fsee
has bean a deep erinmson for two or thrar days and very cot Fevers with
1t. Here is Hugh, 20 I must cloas. I hops wa 2hall be able to get to
sees you in the viention. I do want to zee you all very mch, and won't
ve ssatlaflled 47 I don't get to your houas. ILst us know if you have
any tidings Brom the Loys.

hks ever your affecticnute
Lou.

(Fugh “gerton, Jrandma's nervhew and brothar of my futher, B,L.B.)



(Hio dote given on tals 18lcsr;iput I tolak 14 wes in mﬂrcn,'$&5$

aince the latter on page 59 shows that it wsa written soon after this ong)
B.%.B.)

Daar Burwall,

Yours of the 2nd cam# to hand this morning, and we have Fixed
up a lot of provisions to sena you -- some 8 or 10 113 of flour, with -
peas in one end of the bag, &3 much meal with e little Confedarate v
coffea, s mlddling of mest, helf s hem, some old hem mezt cooked, a
1ittle smusage, but it is right h.rd, and I am golng to look for your
canteen , and if I ¢vn find it, I will send you somé molassds to sweei-
en your goffee with. I expeet they will send you all off soon, or make
some arrangements to feed you, for they must know you all cannot ramblk
over the country looking for provisions, or do they think you all can
1ive on the wind, or on acorns, or what do they think? \i

Oaorge 1s at home on sick furlough, tho he is as well as you ev-
er ssw him, if not a little weller. Hs ls effectod with sore bolls.
He will go up tomorro¥ to carry your things to the depot, and he srys
he wishes he had tsken transportation to Raleigh, snd if he hsd he
would go on %o see you and carry the things to you, tut he ssys his
money is scarce, and it would cost him some 12 or 10 dellars, and he
nasn't goht it to spare. - i i -

George says "Tell him I say write to hls officers to know if hs
ecan't get a discharge." ile says you could if you wers in his 7Teg.
easlly enough. I wrote to you & few dsys slnce. I have no news, so
Coodbys, '

i3 ever yours,

R. P. Duvis,
Friday the 5th. Can't you send jour Pa an almanac? [Ile wants jou to
do so.

(On & separate alip of pruper, I don't know what date, the follo:iing:}

Why doesn't the weckly Journul come? I suppode 1t hasnlt 3t rt-
od yet., I don't know what we should have done for newa tut for the
papers you hive been sending us. Pat 1s much plessed learning the danf
snd dumb alphabet.

(The following is on a elip ef paper.)

en'l Hosplitael, Ho B
Raleigh, N. C., Aprll 4th, R4

Sgt. B. P. Dovis hus permissicT to visit hls home in varrsn County &
return by the 16th Inst.
H. G. Leigh

3urgeon 1in chsrge.
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Daar Burwell,

Your letter, acknowledging the reception € those articles of
provisions we sent you, came to hand last Thuraday, and I expect you
area anxious to hear how 211 this bed weether has served us, Your Pa
bedded his asweat potato=a (Saturday, the 19th of March, I think it
was) a bright and besutiful day, and we were of the opinion that dag
that spring had fairly set 1n, but "man proposes, and God disp=ses,
The following Tuesday the big snow came, snd we have had bitter cold
weather ever since, and morea railn and high watsr than a 1little.

- - - L L] L] -

Your Pa hs2 been quite sick for several days. He was tekan very
suddenly last Thursday on his way home from .arrenton wlth a violent
Faln 1n his dide or breast or both, which lasted him several hours be-
Tore he could get any ireliel at all, and he waa not able to be out of
bed in several deys. Mo iz up now lounging about on the sofa, Ie
thinks it was pneumonia., The Dr, didn't say what he thoupght of 1it.
The snow and cold rains have thinned out the pigs and lamba. 1 think
we lost five lamba if no more, and plgs not a few.

L] L] L] L] a L] L] L -
o

Your Pa sold his swect potatoes for $10 per bushel after the bfji;
third was taken off, He went up last week to cagry his government 7
meat, and took up 2% bushels of wheat to exchange for salt, as he had
haard of simllar exchangez, but when he got there, lir. Purker had no
salt on hand, but took the wheat and sold it for your Pa for $150,
and bought salt at 80 centa a 1b from 3ledge, 3o we have a little 3alt
now to put in our broth.

- Nelson has not made hia appearance yet. A party of pentlemen
were out in the anow looking for runaways, but caught none, The hob-
araona, Cheeks, Nswells, and Dick Davis compcaed the crowd,

#hat has become of your wealthy lawyar? Do let me knov how you
21l got on feedine him and buying tobacco for him. I am glad you saw
B. D. Wma. Did he 2all on you, or you on him? I ahaell love Buck as
long as I live for his kindness to you and Weldon. I have forgotten
whether or not I told you in my last that we had got another letter
from Washington City from the surgeon in gharge of Douglas Hospltal in
rsgord to veldon's affuira, namely the articles he left there, and tel-
ling where Mra. Blount lived, and thot she was kind to him, and would
be glad of an opportunity to send his things to his friends, &c. le
had 81l in Ceonfederate money, one pocketbook of letters, one havarsack
and jucket, and one cup and apoon,

Buck says he 1s doing his best to settle his affsirs, but says It
ia s slow process, 1 em sorry your Pa couldn't see Buck, but he 13 al-
most done golng to town now, and besides he was not awares that Puck
was going to atey so long.

Bottie Bobbitt has a beau; that Hr. Thomas that merried a South-
all is paying his eddrascss to her. He is at Kinston, I think he 1ia
in the 43, st any rate he is In dead earnest courting Bettie. I Tath-
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O
er think she will acecept the offer of hia hand and hsart, tmt shs
dog9an't know what te do about marrying these war times, She first saw
him at Southall's, and now they correspond.

Georpgs and Tom were both wall when Iast I hesrd from them, which
wes some wesk or ten deys aince. Tom seems to be 1n love with & folr
lady, but he hasn't peppad the question, btut I expect he will, and
that soon, and get kicked too, I guesas. %ell, I have nothing to say.

"I can't see how people know what to do these timea, I did ¢ell him

that if he married h2'd repent it, snd if he daidn't heild repent 1t, so
he has Juat to decids whather he nad beiter ropant single or married.
Poor fellow, he is so far from homs, end no kind friend near but the
Goodwina, and they are not very near, but they are very kind to him. I
don't sce how they can afford to & 50 much for him as they do.

Your Grandma has been pretty sick for three weeks, hasn't bveen
out before today. She I3 getting better now. The sick negros are aboutb
the sama ag far as I know. Bllllie 1s very bad and noisy all this bad
weather, and Pat haa beon comipelled to lose somd® time from school, but
it waa a grant cross to har.

As ever, your affectlonate
Ma .

P. 3. Don't say anything about Tom's sweetheart, no danger, I guess.
Frank Davis saw your red seal, and was so pleased with it that I had
to give him the envelope. He bepgged your Fa for it bvefore I saw the
lettenr.

(The following 13 from a letter that 1s 3o faded that I can read only
a amall mrt of it. B.E.B.)

Friday, April 29, 1864.
Dear Burwell,

Your letter of the Z6th rsached me 8 day or so after ﬂata, and
Iw1ll now write you a few lines,

& & a4 = LI L

Your Aunt Nency Foote drove up hera Saturday morning very unsx-
pactedly, for I thought she was at the Forest. 53She went up on the
freight becauss 1% could stop et the college for her to get off, ard
not becsuse lMary was alarmingly salck, tho she waa poorly. She haa a
baby some 2 or 3 weeks old nasmed after Tom Foote.

"= & ® = w ® # ® & W @

Nelson came up one morning last week, ss+1d he csme to have a

- talk with your Pan, h2 know he hadn't done saything. Your Pa asked him

what he ran away for, He said he didn't intend it when he went off
that evening, but that night he cam2 back home, and some of them told
mis his master suld he never wanted to see him any more, "and thut
stamped him," They said he was looking very dry and poor. I did not
gas him, He only atayed a few days before he ran off again. I don't®
suppose he wished to receive correction for his feulta, and when he
thought 1t was about to come, he tock to his heela., T am sorry he
left again so soon, lie are about a3 when you left.

sffectionetely, Ma.
{The Foreat"™ meant vale Forasst, ®here Aunt Mancy's dsughter, Mary, lived.
She married 71llizm Craton Simmona, professor at Uake Forest Collaeps.)
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donday 9th
Dear Purvell,

I wrote to you this day was a wesk ago, snd might not have written
sgein so soon but your Pa wished me to say to you thet his "Confedsrate"
had coma with 2 X on it, shd h= wishad you to renow his subseription. I
have recelvad your two letters, and I hope you hsve roceived mine of the
3rd ol May.

Your Orandma 1s nov c¢srding in your new cards, and ssys they ere the
best that she has handled since to war timea. I hsve Sary spinning in
the houss. '

Vo

I hesr flying reporta of fighting &n the Hepidan, nothlng daflnits on-
1y that ilanry Bobbitt 1s captured., Tis boy cams home, {a free boy). e
d not think that Tom or Oeorgs is sngaged in it, Oeorge 13 on the sick
1i3t, was when wa heard from him, hed chills snd risings and wa3 under
madieal treatment. T got :+ latter from Tom Soturday written a few days
previous. He scid thasy weres snxiocusly awalting an attack, not thot they
were very anxiows for a fight, but they hsd it to do, and wanted to under-
take it right where they wera. I don't suppose Tom will be exposed to tha
shot end shall unless by accldent, -

Several parsona say they saw liary Hewell's Alfred st Flymouth, They
say he bepped to be sent o his mother, but was shot, os &1l negroés ware
who were dressed in Yankea uniforms, 50 I hsve heard, L pnva often b=en
saked what my new cardas coat, and I do not inow, but I tell them $100 I
reckon. I hewe 18 yards of jeans in fhe loom, 9 yerds I am going to
save for Tom, and the bslanceé 1s to be used as clrcumstances mey require.

e gat the mail now every day and will for some time to cone. Ned
'Turner brings 1t down. He is heuling from ocur depect, so 1f you hasr wny-
thing that you may wish to zZemmsakxanxteors comrmnicate ©o us, we csn hear
from you pretty directly. &nd if I hesr snytaing important L will let
you heer, thot is if it is anything pertalning to our boya.

If you want me to send your money in my next for thoza books, aay so
when you writa, snd I will send it in husta,

1.3 myap
Your sffec, Ma,

"Sery" end "Mlfred," slwves,
"Your boy, Frank," a slave.
nonday, the 2%¥th July
¢ Your boy Frank used to lsment your departures very much when you first
left. He would often come in th= housse snd 3ay "My poor Mars Burvell 1s
gone.,” He missos those biscuit you used to glve him, tho hs got some
from ilat while he wzs here,

i ahould think you might come home sometimes, there is so littls 2m=
to do there. If you sver do coms, bring ne some pena, stesl pens 1f con-
venlent, and some stamps. I have been out of stamps 6 weeks, heve bor-
rowed some. Sometimea your Pa forpgets Lo pet any, snd somstimes ha trias
snd they sre out, snd so 1t happens that I get none. .ish I had a peck.
Your Pe says he is golng to town tomorrow to some sort of mesting. Tney
prs nll tha time having mestingaty 1t 13 sawsthing about ths home pguard.

' and naver do anything. Your afifss. K2,
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Battle Field,
imy 11, 1864.
Desr la,

I have just been to the company and at thelir reaquest will drop you

a fow 1lines to let you know thst after six days hard fighting all the
nelghborheod boys are still safa, Capt. Tiumimll snd Jim Bobbitt are
the only ones In the company hurt. . . . . his brains out this morn-
ing. The fight . . . . ur brigande arrived from Hanover Junction on
the 6th. Have bsen in three charges and yet the loss is lipght, Yes-
terday was the blggest Lfight of s811. OCur boys ere in breastworks . .
At 12 o'clock yesterday the Yenkees commenced charging our bresstworks
a little to our left and charged time after time. . . ..

« « « Sunset howsver they mads another charge upon . . .Through
some mismanagement took them by surpriss. DUanlels! and Scales! bri- -
grdes becsare panic gtricken and ran in great confusion, . . . The Yan-
kees took our bresstworks and ertillery, and for a while we had squal-
ly . « . Yank, . ., Yar guard is . . . about a quartser of a mile in
rear of the line of bettle to stop akulkers &¢. which . . , 13 & min-
nie »z¥X or bhomb . . . broke yesterdny . . . a fow hundred yards in
front. %"e had one man killed about 10 ateps from where I was, und one
or two wounded.

OQur brigade {which I neglected to say is now attached to Eariy's
Division, whether temporarily or permanently I don't know) were lying
in reseprve about A4 helf mlle from where our boyas gave tack, and -ere
double quicked down there snd made a splendild charge, driving them back
Across cur breastworks in a few mimites, CGeneral Lee beihg right xx
with them, hls hat off, charging them on. Cousin Jimmy Psvis desired
mad to mention himself and Fen, Both well szo fur. Thomas Pltehford is
well.

Cur boys are in splendid spirits, anxious for them to come apgsin,
and I do hope snd pray that they will try it oguin this evsning and &
charge our whole 1line so that they may all be killed out, unless Prov-
idence may sec proper to end 1t otherwise.

I intended Lo write & right smart, but found to my surprise thst
my ink was no account, and I hute to write with s pencil, so I will
close by saying that I heven't received a latter from you of later date
then the one of 17th of April., ~rite soon. Of course I saw George
witenn T was st the company. He is full of bolls, t standing teo his
poat still,

L3 ever
Your son,
Thomas.
P. B, y
e are about a mile from 3potaylvania Court House, 1t is about 10 or
11 p.m. Sharpshooting hesvy. Some cannonsding.

(This letter was written with & pencil, and has hecoms so dim that some

of 1t 1s illeglible, which accounts for the skipes in the above copy. .
nE.R,I
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B.FE.B.)

NMorday the Tirat.
Daar Burwell,

I started off s letter to you last Ssturday, but as Dick is go-
ing tumorrosy, I will write a fow linas to send by him, for in-as-much
as you didn't get my firat letter, you may not have received my sccond,
80 I'1l try & third time. Hothing new has trunspired since 1 wrote,
only a very little rain. The weather now 1s very drying, bat the po-
tato slips are living on, btut not groving any.

Ho disaster has yet happeaned to our wheat; the worms and crows
destroy the corn terribly. Eour Uncle John's old ateer poft to his pole-
to bed lsst nlpght and entirely demolished it. nccidents will happen
sometimes you know. We would acon have encugh for him if 1% would rein
tonight, but your Uncle Tom has spoken.

I had a lot of gals here Saturday, such as they were. They wera
a wild and noisy se%. Kate Simmons and Bat Wills ceme down after Van-
cy Foote, and Bet Micholson came down and brought Ella Hawkins with
her, and Anna Pitchford wad in the crowd, and Roaa and Pat made out the
get. Ella 13 nearly 15 and thinks heraelf almost a 1little lady, and
Bet M1lls is 16. Your Aunt Nancy had her carriapge at the pate resdy
to start home and was tuken so viclently sick that we zant the carri-
age off a wheoling after the “r., and 1t really appesred as if dic she
would in gplte of all we could do. «e got har on the bed, put hot
mish on her breaat, bathed her in hot brandy, and give her all kinds
of {E]. She had somo five or six of those attacks while che waa here,
and 4 peaily think they will carry hsr off soma of these times. I sup-
rose it i cramp colic.

Patsy 1s down at your Uncle Tom's today helping Folly make Isham's
ranta. I reckon he needs them bedly by this tims; 1 thought so when
he left.

I went to tovn some time since end tried to pet some cards at
$25, but I was o littles too late, just ss we always are. Now they are
up to $35. “e are not willing to give that price now; in a month or
two we will consent to give 35, and then we shall find them 40, I
have a notion not to bother my mind about 1%, Rmxxesthffmgx but just
3imply suspend operations snd be done with 16, do nothging and have
nothing. The less I have, the less the Yanks will destroy when they
cone along.

[

I hear from the boyes very seldom and very littls. Tom says he =
some times goes into the rlver bathing with the Yenkess, says thay are
very 2ociebla. lle says they have heard from Hugh Allen, Vell I won-
der 1f Viétsburg has fallen. I suppose it 13 cut off. If we only had
men enough to attack Grant'a rear, we mlght save the place.

Sam Kewell and Tad Alston had » great fish fry at Wms, Will laat
week, They had a fine dinper, so0 I heard, and invlited 4nn Eston, the
¥isses Sherrin, Misses Trumbull, Hisses Cheek, Octavlie Roberson, &c 2c.
No singls ladies attended except ilary and Iiza Cheek, and their daddy
went after them. I heard that Sam Hewell ssid he (%) to see Liza cnce
nore, and that was the plsn,

Your Uncle Som has gone to Louisburg today aftay Charles. e
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hava a right good stond of wubtermelens, tut they don't prow oif, I
proposed to your PFa to send you a baskst of strawberrieca, tut he madae
lizht of it, rackon they would be spoiled belfors you could got ‘em.

I have pgot to sernd this down to Patay before she leaves the Di's,
so I'd as well close. I have wrii in s greet hurry, for I have just
haard that Dick was going to R, 1 cocomenced writing as soon asa I heard
of 1t. I expsct that Mat and Lou will come the last of next week. 'le
are all pretty well today. I will ¢lose my acribbling fer this time.

A3 ever, your affec,
Ma

{Your Aunt Hancy" that Grandma speaks of was her slster, Naney Foobe.
I romember her well., «e called har"Aunt Hannie." Tha sttacks of "cramp
colic" did not "carry her off,” for she lived to be an old lady.

Of the pgirls msntionad in the letter, Pat was my mother. She
wag at this time eleven years old. Kate Simmons waos iunt Nannie's
granddaughter, the daughter of Cousin Mery Foote Simnons and YUr. «m.
Uagton Sirmeonz, a professor at Wake Forest (ollege. She was about nine
yeara old at this time. She died at ths apge of ten, and people sald
of her motherthat she woas "so brove and took 1% so well,” Cousin Mary
seid, "They didn't know that my heert was brouking.,” '

Bet M{ils was the sister of Mrs. Joe Bobbitt of Louwishturg and aunt
#f Rob Bebbitt, I remember her when she would be at frs. Bobbittla
home, Orandma aaid she was 16 st that time. It is hard for me to real-
1ze thut "iiss Bat" ever could have been "swsot 16." I do not know who
Bet licholson, £lla Hawkins, and Rosa were. OGrandpa's mother wss lore
tha Hawkins, so Ells may huve been a relative, Anna Pitenford was
Uncle Tom's deughter, and was a little older than my{mnth&r){?at.}

BﬁEIBd
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{The followlng notes were srnt to Uncle Burwell by Uncle Liatt. The
envelope is adiresssd to "Sgt. B. P. Davis, “en. Hosp. o 8, Halelgh,
¥. C, Care of br, Lse," end dated ¥ay 50. B,7.B.)

Touisburg, H., C.
llay 24th, 18584,
Bro B,

I have just received from home the lettars herewith inclosed., I
feor Goorge i1s dead. I hope howsver that such may not ba the cazae.
It does really seem that all the youth of the land are to be sacri-
ficed. May God grant us deliverance from ocur foes now jin this our
time of trial., I do not fesl 1like writing and 1in feect - heve nothing
to write. Our achool ¢losss Juns 2nd. I Tear I shall not be able to
go to varren thia vacation, as I have in cultivation s full erop for
my harse, If I can, I will ateal a day and go out to Raleigh to aea
how you are pgstting on. .
All well,

Your brother,
if.3.0.

Sunday evening, 22nd lisy.
I]"E!ELI' :‘.Ia t’

Our negros went to Heedy Creek today, end say they saw Yallace
Wwma., there, and h2 told tham to tell us that Ueorgs was certuinly
killed. Another negro came from “arrenton and says he heoard sevoral
men siy so. I have someé hope that 1t may not be a fuct, but feur 1t
is. Tom Fowell 1a certainly killed, and “eorge Puke and John Dugger.
It seems that all our boys ara to be killed. May the Lord have mercy
Send this o Burwell. I do not feel like writing.

As sver,
Your ka.

P.S5. I send the last letter I have received from camp. It is very
illegible.

(Inside the flap of the envelope is written the following in Grandma's
handwriting, tho!' 1 do not see heow it came about that she wrote in
the snvelora sent from Loujaturg by Uncle Matt: B,E,B.)

"ita may all hope for the best but prepare for the worst with repgard
to poor Oeorgs's fate."



(Uate net zlven, at evidently iay 27, 1864, B.E.B.)

Friday evaning. _
. ;1 e e

I believe they srs about to set soms potato slips, had a light
shower at 4 o'clock. iat planted out his lsst Saturday wes a wesk
8go, so Hupgh said. Your hunt Jennie Aid send down to your Uncle Sam =
two woeks ago and ogked him to geve her something to sat to keep her
from starving. She hadn't a grain of corn in her erib, not a mouthful
‘of meat in Her smokehouse, ‘

It was a doleful lsestter she wrote, and she hadn't heard of this
awful news then elther, but she was talking of it beforehand, and she
alwsys does,., She certainly has had her share of real troubles, 1if
any poor mortal evsr did, to say nothing of her imaginary onas, or
rather antlclpated ones, I did hops that her last days might be pleag-
ant, but alas, all hops of happiness in this world is at an end for
her, and indeed for meny of ws, I fear. Some (it 13 true)} may suffer
muech tritulation, and then so gother up the crumbe of comfort as to
Esep thoir hesrts from feinting, but she, poor creaturs, ssems to have
no crumba of comfort to gather up. : ;//’

if you do hear anything definite from Gaorpge, from any source,
1% me hear, I do not see any Richmond paper. wonder what will be-
come of us all. Lord, have mercy and save us all, I prey.

Sat. Morning, 28th,

“o had the blggest raln of the season last avening about &
o'clock. I think 1t frustrated your Pa's plans decidedly., He made no
hills, just mot to bedding up the patch., let has not come in, and I
hesar nothing from him. Joo has been 1laid up somd days with a very bed
cold heedachs, and Stephen with a rising under hia arm, Four of my
hands are gone out, snd I am very willing to give up another, tho lar-
g-ret 1s lying in, her baby nearly three weeks old. 38hs will have to
stay thare £3 long as winea lives, and really she seems like not living
long. She is very willing to dle, ssems to enjoy the fullezt assurande
of happiness bayond the grave,

No letter from Tom yet, and haven't heard a word of Jim Green,
His Mamma is much troubled to knov his fate, tat I can tell har no
mora of his feate than of George's. 1 surely shall hesr very soon, pap-
haps today.

Sunday morning, oy 29th,

vwe had a terrific hall storn yeaterdasy about 2 ofcleock, which
haz altered the sppesrance of vegetation very much. It waa accompanisd
wlth wind and such a rain 23 1 seldom ever saw fall. The whole facs
of the earth was one pond of water. A1l the rain that has fallen since
the season comnenced is but &s a drop in the buckst in comparison, Ve
had ne glaas breken, tho we expected it overy minuts, Ny lettucs 13
torn all %o pieces, and the cobtton is knncked dewn and run ovsr. The
mslon pnteh has not been visited. Your Fa ssys he do2an't cere %o 2o
there through the mire, t he expects they are pretiy woell miipsd. UYe
hoven't heard & word from elsewhers. Hope it was no worse anywhzre
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than heres.

I em gorry I failed to get my latter off yesterday, I wish it
could have gone hafore 1 had any bsd news to write, and bsfore it pob
old., The corn is torn to pileces conaiderably, but that will ccaz out
I expect, tut wos be to the cotton, meions, garden, &c. + don't tnow
whlch was most disastrous -~ the hsil or rain. Hope howaver things
may not be so bad as they seem this morning.

Ho further news from camp yo%, not a word from any source. 'hy
Tom doesn't write I cannot tell. The poor 12th and the poor 30th b
seem to have a hard time of 1t indeed. I &m thinking they are almost
annihileted, »

(“Aunt Jennie", who hsd lost her husbsnd, Billle Powell, snd both
of her sons had gone to the army, waa Crapdpe's sister. Thera was
noW no ong to run the farm but herself. Now the "ewful news" was that
her son, Tom, was kllled, and she was afraid day by day thot she wonld
hoor that her other son, Jehn, wonld shere the same fate. During s
bnitle John heard a zooning scund and saw Tom fall, He hed to go on,
A% ¢ome back when he cculd, end found his brother with s remrod shot
through his body.

I think that “Winea in this letter wss the widow of Uncls Dick
Vayis, Grandpa'a brother.

Several slaves sre mentioned in the letter. They are Net, Joz,
Stephen, largaret, and Jim Opresn. B.E.B.)
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Fisnlng Croak
Hondey, Juna the Gth, 1864

Dear Burwell,

Yeur lettsr by your Uncle Tem came to hand one dsy after date,
and the paper also, as you will reasdily perceive, 1t is very good pa-
rer snd exactly the ripht size, I reckon you had to puay a very high
price for it, perhaps 8 or $10 per quire. There are four and a half
quires of 1%, and I do hope that the war will not last £111 I use 1t
all,

I'haven't heard a word from Tom since the 23rd of WMay. He was
back with hls reg,, and sttached to Barly's Division, and 1 suppose
there has baen a good deal of hapd fighting since then. o tldings
frem George. I wonder if we ahall ever Lesr from Lim. «a may or wo
aey not; I atill hope and pray for the best, but if the worat comea ,
I will try by the help of God to bear it with beconing resignation.
I know truly, as you say, that death 1s the BERYExEg lot of us all,
and it rust soon coms, end vhen it comea in the ordinary way, I think
I can and have subaltted to it with & grant deal of resignation, but
really these things sre hurd indeed, almoat too much for a methar to
Bear, S

About your getting & discharge, I doubt not tut 1t could be af-
facted if the right ateps were taken snd streruously carried through,
but I do not know even the iniltiatory step. Your Pa spoke of it Sate
urday in town in the presence of two -absons, Beat, Bowlet, and Dr,
Fitenford, and he ssid the erovd sssmed to think tnat you could and
ought to get a diachsrge, and Mat thinks so too. He says get br. P,
to write to Jov. Vance and state all the particulars, and zet him to
enderse a petition to the Seec, of war. I huven't asked him to do 80
yet, but I reckon I szhall as soon as I heur from you agsin. Jim
Foote thinks 1t a bad chsnce; he says thiere are bthousands of patitions
being sent %o the Sec. of »ar,

"You just ought to be at home nov to manage Net. Ile atays round
about here now all the time I thlink, without anyone to molesst or mska
him afrajid. Bet went after brush Saturday, and ssid she saw him, and
he said he asaw your Pa golag off to town, and ssnid Joe noedn't be sit-
ting up there in his house crosslegged, for he shouldn't stay in it.

Jim Foote did get his furlough extended at weldon. lle asked me
if you wrote me anything about his madden and unexpescted departurs. I
told him you did. He said he met with Mr. Simmons and by going right
off, he got a frea seat, when if he had gone back as he expected to
have done, he smat have missed it. fe said he h.d a hiversack full
of good victuals which he intended to have left with you.

: Mr. Jackson cume down with your Pa Saturdsy, pert of ths way, ,yf/
I suppose his toe i1s distressingly bsd off. Your Fa gave him dinner,
a blt of bread ond meat, and he said it would sell for a dollar in
haleipgh. I understand that the Covernment i3 golng to press half of
our meat. Well, if it is for the good of the country and the soldierd,
so lat it be., it is better for us who are st home to sat dry breed
then for the poor soldiers. «e do have 3some comforts, snd they have |

none .
Our molasses corn i3 sorry, drownsd I zuppese, .8 have roln ovee-
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ry dsy. The fmy Flald 13 torn all to pieces with tﬁi big rain of May
the 27th. A awarm of beea come into the garden a week or two agoe and
piteched, and your Fa hived them and thay 99em to ba doing very well.
Your Uncle John sent this morning after potato 8lips and got oll his
wanted, Il wrote us ¢ note and sald there was hard fighting Saturdey
within aight miles of Richmond., They are getting too near to Richmend
to ault oy fancy. It muat 2o very encouraging to their people to sse=
hew they sre driving ocur army, but our army doesn't confeas to have
p22n ariven. Jall this 1s s 1ife and dsath atruggle with the Confad-
aracy sure.

A man went to your Uncle Sam's Friday to gat him to sign s writ- P
ten document to keep him ocut of the army. Tour Uncle Ssm told him he #“//
nad too many relstives 1n the army %o try to kesep othera out, so he
28aid he would go down and get Dr. P. to aign 1t, He dldn't ask your
Pa, and he needn't, for your Pa thinks he ocught te go. I don't see
how any man who has sons in the army can try to keep efficient men out
of £#t. It looks ruther bad now to see well men riding about with the
laedies enjoying themselves.

Do you wont 2 couple of shirta? If you do, I will tske scme L
have on hand with linen bosoms worn ocut snd the shlrts good, and put ;,f”
in new bosoms of somé colored muslin { have on hand, I think they
would look very well with bosoms, collar, end wriastband of colored
rmalin., Let me know wheother you want them or not. e

+“ell I em getting on very well with Gosorge’s misfertune, think-
ing that he 1s a prisoner snd perhaps not hurt, snd that his 1ife may
be saved by that very accident, but 1f I hear now that Tom ia killed,
what shall I dol Others have even had that much to bear. Vay the
Lord have mercy on ua all I prey, and give us grece sufficient for our
day and goneration.

8 ever your affec,
Mad

{¥r. Simmons son-in-law of CGrandmata sister, lency Foote, hsving mar-
ried her desughter iary.
Jim Foobte (James) was sunt Nancy's son.
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!
Fishihg Creek
Zunday svenlng, June 1l2th, 1864

Dear Purwell,

I received your lestler yssterday, written 8th of June, and as 1
shall have an opportunity of semding it up to town tomorrow I willl
Just dash you a few lines Hor fesr I may not have another opportunity
very asoon, and bessides these are s tormy tiges, snd of course you want
to hear from home as often =3 you cen. Thomas Pitehford wrote his
wife the 4th of June. He sald Johnson'a Brig, was not in the fight
of the 3rd, btut wes held in reserve, He didn't mention Tom's nsme,
but we infer of course that he was safe up to that date, for he said
that they did hove on? man killed through hils ovn recklessness, He
would stand up when he wss ordorcd to lle down.

I am nlweys anxious to hear from him., If I hear teday that he
is safe, I want to hear sgain tomorrow. Hs tells me to keep my apir-
its up, and not to glve way to grief on ac:zount of my barsavements, }%/
not even if I have an additional one, .

John Pitchford end John Wma. sre both wounded, the lstter slipght-
ly, the former seriously in arm and lsg. Yhey &re both in Richmond,
and Four Uncle Tom went on yesterday to see 1f he could get them hcne.
He* raceived a telegruphlie dispatch from Beb, and lsst night after he
had pgone,a letter came written by John Fitchford himself, He sald he
couldn't walk & step, but I see he can write. I hardly think he hes
any hones broksan, tho he dossn't ssy. Mrs. Burt's aon is also budly
wounded in the arm., I think we shull soon have no more \arren boys %o
ba killed or crippled.

Ban Davis! wound was too slight for him to get home upon, and
Aattie Wms, i3 efraid thet John's is too. Pattie Pltchford says ahe
saw Peter Allen {a wounded soldier) the day before she csme down here,
and he sald that it was thought that Georpge wss slightly wounded, and
Yallace ims, aays he ssw & member of Lo, D. 12 reg., In Richmond,who
sais that he saw George when he wns woundéd, and that he thoupht he
was waunded in the shouldsr, as he saw bloocd on him there, and then
again I have heard that he was wounded in the thigh, so it may huvs
been both, or it may be nowhere, or he may be dead. - .

[}

About the meat, I asked your Pa 1f I muat tell you that you L
could get soms, and he ssid if I hed it to spare. I have 1% to spars
to you 23 much a3 to any one glse. I keep sparing it, and I think you
had ss well eat some while it is going. Your funt Jenny sent here afl-
ter meat laat week, 5She dependa nltogether on getting her meat hers
and a your Uncle Sam's. I think I will send you her letter. I sm °
sorry for her. 1 huve often wished that her last days mlight be her
best days, but alas, no chance new for her to see any happy days.

I wonder if you can't coms hime on furlough shortly ani stay a
few days and pget you scmething to est snd see the wounded soldiers.
If they got home at all they will be here teomorrow or next day. Nel-
aon came home the next dey after I wrote you lest. Ycur Pa ssked
what he came for, and he seid he cume to gzo to work, and acknowledzed
that he hsd done wrong, Yut didn't say what bthe wrong was. 1 s=zpect

that he wanted wemething to eat more than he %at. Your Pa_says he
would 1ike to have help, but he deesn't want Nst to know that he wants 1t.
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Your Uncle Tom carrled wool to Ealsipgh to awap for apua cetton,
and that 1§ thes very thing that I want to do too. 1 wonder If there
will bs noms brought to Warrenton to swap, If not, and you should chm
chance to come home 1n the course of a month, I wonder if you could
bring me three bales, snd csrry bsck tie wool to pay for it, I hardly
reckon they would trust you. I think cotton 1s and has been and will
bs 30 scarce with me that will be the best thitig I ¢an do, for a bunch
ol cotton will warp 25 or 30 yds, and three 1bs of wool will f111 some
10 or 15 only. I am not having a particle of summer cloth for the ns-
groa, and they must have winter clothes, and so if I dan get the three
bales, I will make the women's winter dreasses of it.

I asked your Pa the other day if he thought of trying to get you
dgscharged, and he asid the country was in such an uproar at this time
that he hardly thoupght 1t a proper time, as your present position was
a bolab proéf one -- #s8id if 1t was not he would lose no time In trying.

wallace Wma, ceme down yesterday and brought that dispatch to
your Oncle Tom. He got thers at 10 o'clock, and your Uncle Tom was
gone over Go Tom Rehersonts. He put a negro on hia horse and told him
to ride as h.rd as the horse could po after him, He got home 15 min-
utes to 11, and pgot off 15 mimutes before 12 to take the cars at (%)
at 2. vhetuer 0ld Nat ¢ould go 1t or not I csn't tell. +while the boy
was gona efter him they boked up cekes, blacuit, bread, ete. and packedd
up two suits of clothes. -

Your Pa carried up 12 bushels of wheant a week apo to Warrenton L
depot to swap for 3alt. The bargain was all made with Gid Hicholson,
bushel for btushel, but when he got NixzxpimkxiRnTxPywixik there his
ageont (Dr. Tyndall) said Gid g-ve him especisl orders not to take it
if 1t hsd any sprouted wheat among it, and i1t had aome, I suppose, and
850 he wss not at 1lberty to tske ifit. (All the wheat in the county hae
some I redkon.) A Mr, Hubbsrd who was there &nd 13 a sslt man, prom-
ised to let him have 1t =- says 1t will be on soon. The wheat fa in
~arrenton at Jack llicholscon'’s. '

Above I told you to try and come home, but juati now is a right/
bad time Lo come. [Fteaches are not ripes, snd vepgetables not in. It
would be best to come in fruit time, bubt come when you can or when you
choose. “ihen I caome teo get your isunt Jennile's letter, it waa notehed
up by Pat or Blll, 30 I am not sure thet you can read 1t, but I'1l
send 1t snyhow. e sent her 20, snd your Uncle Sam 25 lba bacon,

Your affect, Ha,
Rabecca P. Yuvia,

{(John illiams may have been 8 grandson of Crandma's “;unt llebeccs Vims.,
tat she did not huve s son by thet neme. Ilowever, she did have &
daughter nemed Bettie (mentloned in 4th paragraph.

"Mra. Burt"was probably +r, §. P, Burt's pgreandmother.

;‘.‘{m{ Aunt Jenny" w}raa Grandpa's sister. She married #William (Billy)

ove 14 : B.F:;B-
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Sunday, Juna thz 25, 1864,
Lesr Burwell, ngﬂ.’

I recelved your letter of the 19th of June s few days after date.
I had been expecting 1t for ssveral days, and thinking when it did
goma that you would say “send me soge meat,” but never a word did yom
say aboul mest. 4eare vory willing for you to have some 1f you need
it. Ftecording to acriptures, "It 1s not good for men to live by bread
alona,"” and if you do pget any from here 1t ought to bs bofors the Gov.
agents come round. They ere going round in Franklin now., They weigh
all the meat, and leave 2 1lbs to all over 12, and 1 to all under, that
is, if they find thet much, end I guess they will not pget nuch on
those terms.

Yes, your Uncle Tom did succeed very well in petting the Johns
home, tho 1t took him nearly a weelk. They are both Aoing very well.
John #ms, says he will be ready to pgo back when his furlough is oub.
fle was shot onee in the thigh, John P. Bwice in the thighfind once in
i?e ;rm below the elbor. He can't walk & step, but is very hesrty and

vely. .

This hot weather must prove rstal to many a pocr wounded soldler. -

Capt., Rob Wms. dled the 9th of June of wounds rec'd st Spotsylvania .
C. H. His Pa went on twics to try to get him, but failed. Your Cous~

in Yary Egertom died last week of typheld, and Charles ~avis 1iss sick

of the ssme dlsease. Jim Foote 18 still at home and wnllace iims. also.

I hesrd yesterdsy that wWal. was married, but I hardly believe it, tho

I can't tell who I don't., Whit Halthccck i3 at home wounded, and John
St. Xing also,

(?) Wma, has been exchanged, and 1a pgone back. He told some par-~
ticulars in regard to veldon. He seys they all surrendesred except .iel-
don, and he tried to eacaps snd was fired on, snd that was the only
shot fired at them. He ssid when iueldon fell & Yankee officer pulloped
up to him and said, "Capt., I am sorry to see you so badly wounded.
Have somsthing to drink: it will help you," and handed him his conbeen,
which he took and drank of its contents, when one of ocur men fired at
this officer, and he fell by weldon's side. Now everything of the
kind stirs afresh the deep founteins of my grief, and yet 1 want to
hear everything I ean, I could sit and liaten all duy Af snybody would
talk to me sbout him, and c¢ry myself almost to desth.

I"have heerd nothing from George, end if he 1s killed, I don't
know but what 1t 1s beat for me 1if I never hear the particulurs of the
affair, As it B now, I have a 1ittle hope which helps my fedlings a
greet deal, end 1t seema to me that that hope will long long be cher-
ished unless I am officlally informed that he is dead.

=

I have not hecrd from Tom since the 1lth of June, and the 12th
13 the last they have heard from Thomas Fitchford. They are in Farly’s
Dlv., and aome say they sre gone oner in the Valley, and some sey they~
are gone over towards vwashington. Tom wes on cooking detail when last
hen from, - '

I talked with Mr. John ~., the other day about your getting s dis=-
charge, and I assurs you that if sverybody elase is like he i1s, thutl the
thing would b= euasily accomplished, and I think that everybody clise is
like him. H= saya it con be done end it ought to be done, in the firat
place throu respect for you Pa, and in consideration of your being
wounded, end I don't know how many other things he did name, and he sad
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there wss nothéngto do tut to have a writing drﬁin up of the I'J:.E 1b aert,
but 1t must be done by somebody who could and would do it rig or
he sald 1t was jJu=st 11HE' tha palnting of a portrait.

I then asked him if he didn't think that when we got thst article
of writing that we could gst Mr., J. B. Williams and Mr, John A Wma. to
rut their names to 1it. le said "Yes, yes, that you can.” I think
your Pa intenda to try 1t a3 soon as things get more quiet sbout Petems-
purg and Richmond, that is if they ever ﬂo. idississippi (?) John Wms.
was asking me about you the other day, and 1 told him you were pgetting
tired of staying there, and we wanted you to come home. He ssid tell
you to atay ripht thare until the war ends,

I have a right good chance of chickens, but thesr are small yet.
I hardly %now how to send you anything thst couldn't be packed up in a
bag and carried on a horse's basek. I hsve made you & vory pretty blue
migiin shirt, I would llke for you to weer it thils summer, and if you
like 4t I will meke you another. They srs intended for summer only.
Tals one hos s sort of puffed boscm; the other 1Is to be plaited if I
mske 1¢. ©Only the besom, collsr and wristbands are blus. The weether
is exceedingly hot and -:lraf, vegetation fallling faat, tho the corn has
not sufferdd much yot.

I think I can swep my wool in Loulsburg very easlly. As to that
aalt, thers 13 no hurrying up now. The thing is st a stendstill. If
we whip the Yanks we can get salt, and if they whip us we shall have
nothing to salt,

I think I told you that Buck wms. had married a refupgse and brou-
gat her home and gone back to his post. Uis Ma was very much opposed
to 1t. She thinks & girl 13 6 ---- to marry & soldier now, She was a
iss Peters, rich tut very uply, so Mrs, John L., told me, '

Your Pa hsd right bad luck with his hogs; asome are dead and aoms
sick yot., I knov it 13 impossible for him tp attend to hogs, snd negres
are not apt to do 1t well, and ao if you don t come home I thikk we
will get out of meat after s whils, and as my paper is full I will

round up the business by bidding you adieu.
R.P.D.

Monday morning. Charles Davis died lasat night, very happy in the love
of God, so I hear this morning. <four Pa 18 up there and I am about to
sturt. Iil1s funeral will be preached toduy. IHe seemed to heve brain
fever, has been out of ais hesd for zome duys at intsrvals.

{"Your Cousin lury Fgerton" was the &wughter of Urandpa's sister, Nancy,
who married Simon Fleming. ilary Fleming msrried Thomas Fgerton, s die-
tant cousin of my father. B.F.B.) 322 note page 75.

Chsrles VYavis, Uncle Sam's son., Churlas died at the spgr of 16, Ie

was fine young man. He was studyine for the ministry,
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F}ﬁhi ng Crack
Monday 10th July,'64
Dear Puresll,

I had alnost determined not to write snother letter to any one
bvofore 1t reined, but John Wms., has just now sent me word thot he will
be slong after dinner, amd will carry sjletier to Haleigh 1T I wlbhed.
It looks a little likes raln todey, snd trust tihat wo msy have a gio-
rious shover.

You wanted to know 1f I had seen or heard from Mat during vacati-
on. Well up to.that time I had not se=n or heard £msm one word from
him, but last Thursdey night et 8 o'clock up cama he and Florence.
‘Thay left Sundey morning about sunrise. I told him about your inquiry
and he said he did wish to visit you ard intended 1t, btut had had his
hands full sll the time, and so he fuilad to go to sse you, and I
think he ceme very near fal ling %o come 5o 2€e us,

Ea

I wont you to notice the Kalelpgh fdvocata for an obitusry of
Charlss Vavis, and if it appears, cut it out &nd send it tome in 8
latter or send as the paper. I think Mat or the minister one will
prepore a notice of his desth. I heard Mat say that he desroved one
if anyhody ever did, I shall not see 1t unless by =ccideant 23 no one
abouis here tut Dick Davis tekes that paper. I Think I shall send it
to Tom 1f I get it. I got a letter from him the 18th of June at
Lynchburg. None of them have been heard from individually since that
data, but I write to Tom every week nearly.

Mat brought me 3 bales of spun cotton Ho 9, very good, and fine
enough. I msy pet more, He carried back six 1bs of wool for your funt
Patay.Dick stayed at ¥rs. Cogpins when he went up, and said she talked
about wou and ~eldon just as il she hud seen you all the time, but
gpemed Lo know neotiiing of George. She knew sbout weldonts fsate.
(sorge was in town when Coggin was here, hence 1t was that she hed
ieard nothing of him from her son.

Did I tell you anything ebout old Mras. Cheek's will? I am so
forgstful that I do not know. 3She left Pmily 16 negros, Ceroline 13
and $1,000, and Matilda 4 negros. You know she had given har a woman
and children, the they are all dead. JShe left all her housshold and
kitchen furniture, stock of all kinds, cash on hand and growing crop
to be sold and equally divided betwecn Eliza Cheek, »illiam Cheek and
fnnie Pitchford. :

I have hsard today that your fune .inea ls dead, don't know the
particulars. Anothsr Mary Egerton dled a few days ago, sister to len-
nie Egerrton, The sugar corn has improved this dry weather, but I ex-
p2ct it is sorry enough yet. I have az much ice as I want., Your Un-
cle Tom wrote me a note saying ! might send and get just es much as T
“anted, and T lave used 1t pretty frecly t his hot dry westhsr. Some-
times I get 1t from your Uncle Sam's. As for scuppernongs, we h.ven't
a washpan full, but 8 right good chance of Catawbas,

Octavia Hoberson is very sick and they have last 6 negros, all
the reat sick neerly. wallace was there a few days ago, don't knew
whather he saw hepr or not, They h-ve messles or typhold.

Ag aver,
Your Ma,
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(The snvelope of thei prede Ing letter was addreased: "3ght. B. P.
Davis, Gen, Hcspitnlf o 8, dalaigh, W, ¢, Polltensss of John #illlams
Faq. of ¥isalssippl. The snvelop e was made of &n old lattsr., and on
the inside I could read & few words. It seems to have been 1in Uncle
weldon's handwriting, and 1 believe was written whlle hs was a atudsnt
at Ghapal Hill. Tae folleving is all ! cun make ocuts

... Here except irs., Lswis ...,. + have & very quiet .... my
letter .... Dr, Howks .... teking & professorship hers, S8Y1iNg «a..
seventeen hundred dollars & year will support his f:mily, I have no
«rss Will be elacted next, though th ..,. will be no election until
next winter ..., Yell Fat to study hard, There ars soms girls up here
no lerger than she 1s who cun read and spell. I want to heer her
when I c¢ome home."

"Notes on letier:

Your Aunt inea, . . . widow of Grandpa's brother, Dick Davis.

Florane® . . « + s - « Uncle Muti's oldest dvughter, about € yra old
et time of this letter, warriad Fugene illen.

Mrs, Cheek . . . . . . HMother-in-iaw of Up, Pitchford,

Fmily . . . . . . Her daughter. &, Married Joun i, Burt, They were

graondparents of Dr. &, P. Burt,

Caeroline ., , . inother deaghtar,

Matilda , . . inother dsughter. She married Lr, Pitchford.

Fliza Cheel, 111}.5&1’. Cheeal, ond Annie Pitchford, grandchildren of Nra

Ca

Maery Fgerton , , Thia is confuaing. I think the liary Egerton mentioned

on page V3 waa (Orandpa's nlece, so I den't know who

this one was.
B.E.B.)
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July the 26th, 64,
Baar Purwell,

As this 1s tax doy and I am sllona, 1 w11l just drop you s few
linea. < haven't seen the Col. since he cane [rom Haleigh. ie did
stop at the gate and your Pa saw him.

. There are a goodly nmumber of melons, and they may get to be of
fine size for sll I know, if the rogues will let 'em alons, which by &
the bye they seem not to do., ©Une night last week, somebedy walked all
srcund the patch in the grass, and then got down on their knees and
crawled in and got one, and last nlght three came, and I reckon cuar-
ried off as many as they could manage., They had a dog with them, Now
I do hate to write to you about such thinzs, for 1 know it makes you
fesl bad, but 1t is so, amd it gets worse and worse, and I see that
those who try to have things, and those who do not will soon be all
goven. I would chesrfully give up all the melons If I could c¢ompromise
vrith them, tut they Intend to have all the hogs and shoep slao.

Aiftsr the sheep were shorn, they were put in the low grounda, and
in 8 fow days we found five of them had bteen butchered on the bonks of
the creek, so they were taken there and curried up to the Long Branch
Tieid, where they soon mtchered two more., Jesterday they wers put in
the lower Lyng Branch fleld, and your Pa thinks they came after one
lust night with their dog, snd falling to find them, they took off the
melons in pluce of a sheep. e trucked them from up there to the
petch. He thinks it was eithar your Uncle “am's or Clsmsnt's follks.

We lose a fat shoat every week, I do not think that any body =—
about hera givea their negross a mouthful of meat to eat except us, your
Uncle Ssm and John i&. Sol msy glve his scme. Negroes are not going
to atarve when there is a hog, sheep or cos going, and I would not be
et all surprised at any tfime to find an ox kllled. e can't keep
anything while our nelgnbors have no meat ami not half enoupgh bread
for their nesroes. It's mighty hard upon us.

- - - - - - -
e

I intended to aend you a lot of Tom's letters to read. He has %
sent me & sort of dslly Journal of his trip from Hichmond to Hsrperts
Ferry, commencing the 13th of June, end ending the Sth of July, ond
that 13 the 1last that I have heard of him or of any of the diviaion peor-
sonally snd individually, and what 13 the reason that we connot hear
from them if they have access to the postman, or are they all killed?
Many many of them doubtless are, and who thoy are I do not know, tut
I foar and tremble for Poor Tom. He may be at hKichmond, or Petersturg,
or he mey be yet in laryland., I surely never was so anxious sbout him
before, You spoke of coming home about the 4th of Aupust, that will
soon be, How I do wish you could stay at home all the time. Many
think the war will end this year, but upon what ground I don't know.
Our preacher Long tells us that he thinks this the brightest dasy since
the wsr commenced. Iif you come soon bring me a pen or Bwo If conveni-
ant. We are all a3 well as uwanal,

Your affec. ia.
H. Davia.



T7
+sodnosday, 27th.

I can'ttell you when ths melons will be in their prime, not 8%
all I reckon. Your Pa has found where the stolen melons were aoted,
in the low grounds, so they wera acarching the pastures for meat and
just happensd by tne melon patch. They cut opén alght. They werse
very grsen, meat aof them.

I get a fine chence of milk since the peina set in., All the ne-
groes have milk. Fed will not 1llvo many days, 1 think, %e thoupght
this morning that he wss dying, tho he haan't taken hia bed yet. I
think he will die sitting up.

If I ever hear from Ceorge any wey, I shall soon let you know of
1t. In Tom's lsst letter, he ssid he was more hopeful ebout him than
he had veen, but he h-d no ground for 1t os I know of. I think I told
vou in my lest that your Aunt .insa was dead. She once told me that
she intended to leave me & negro, but 1 hope she changed her mind. She
told me that old Aunt imy had requested her to leave her to mnes, und
she was polng to do so. I am glad shs dldn't, 1f she didn't.

P.3, 29th.

- I got a letter from Tom of the lbth on the South tank of the Fo-
tomac., He had fine fun in Meryland.

(The above 1s part of the letter on the preceding page, OGrandm: wrote
ao mony perticulars a3 to the progress and conditlon of the crops and
and vepetebles that I just dldn't copy all of 1t., That accounts for
the omissions indicnted in this letter. TFarming was the important
thing in their lives, and besides, she knew that Uncle Burwell wes ve-
ry much interested, as hs had precticslly run the ferm bafore he went
to the war,

"had" mentionad in tha letter wea one of the slives.
B.E.B,)
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30th-of July 1864.
Dear Burwsll, e

I wrota to you ye2sterday, but I have some such good v ws to tell
you thet I must write egain todsy. Oh, I feel llke the drad was allve
and the lost foundi I have a letter from George, and he ‘s not only
alive end well, btut not wounded at all., His letter wes w itten 1In
May and come by flag of truce.

- Hes was at Polnt Looltout with J.-Iim Harris, Bob #1113s 3, and athar}
friends, lMosely and Luke ( ? ) only.

I slso have a letter from Mrs. Elliott. 8he had h:.rd from him
by way of HNorfolk through her friends at that plaes,, and hastenad to
lat us know, but sald she was 590 o?ﬁPgﬂyﬁﬂ that she Zould scarcely
write. The news was joyfully received in Warrenton. I will send you
Tom's lest letter, but you must bring it back to me when you come. I
couldn't sleep last niphit. I suppose my excltement was too grest, 1
trisd and tried in vain. Slesp &nd slumber had departed from my eye-
1lda. 7T do wish that I could hasve got Mra,. E's letter one dny tefore
I got Georgsts; 1t wss anlmeat too much at once.

An ox cart is Lo zo to »arrenton depot next Suturday, which I e

believe will e the 6th of humiat after salt again, so if you nre thers
you can ride home. I do not know ¥AetheT or not your Pa has got to go,
tut I rether expect he will. Nov I am not urging you to come home,
whether you can or or ought, or not, tut merely letting you know of
thosa things, in case that 13 about the tigle you intend to come. I
gathered a bushel of long stems today, snd have commenced drylng spples
on a small scale.

Such a goeod chance it would be Saturday to send up a bushel or
t#o to the depot for you, that is, 1f you are not coming home. I huove
asked your Pa, snd he saya he expects to be at the depot next Ssturday,
so I rockon I shell look for you on thet day. If I don't sea you be-
for?, you nesdn't expect any melons. .e are ln need of raln now. 4
man told your Pa that he wesa ms glad to hear from George us he was,
Your Pa said, "No, you muy be as glad as you can be, but you can't be
as glad as I am." :

I.[IPIDI

(Orandms did not say so, but she evidently knew that Uncle Purwell
would understand from the above that Uncle George had been tsken prison-
er by the Yankees., Jim Hoarris, who was with him, wss his brother-in-
law, widower of Aunt Mery (slater of Uncle Usorge). Hils name was

Jamea Harris.

I couldn't reed what she wrote about "losely end Uuke," but there
is something about Mosely in her letter on page 79, and sbout NMyrick
Duke on pege 80. I do not know who they were, except thut they were
3o0ldiera and probably frienda. } :

B.E.B.
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Aug. the 28ta, 1864.

"

Deer Burwell,

Yours of the 16th of iug, rsached me the 23rd, one weck after
date, and the reason L hava not replied wos becsuse { hava not hed &+
opportunity of serding a letier to town. Yours came Tueaday of Cb.
veek, and averyboedy went Lo town on that day, engd so no one has besn
since, but your Pa speaks of going tamorrow.

(A pﬁgﬁ of particulérs ;H té veé&t&ﬂléa: apples, molasses, etc. B.E.B.)

L] - L] - - L] L L L] - L] -

T have had no use for cards this summer, My new cnes have only
boen vsed to spin some dreases for Pat and myself, snd I forgot %o
shox them to you while yon were at home. I have four bales of excel-
lent eotton on hand now, waiting for filling. 1 have just wovan one
pleca of very coarss wool cloth for the men's winter clothes, which,
wich the old coats sbout the house, I hope will answer them for win-
ter wear. I don't think of buyling anything but garda and spun cofton
with a little coppres now end then.

I pecnived a 1o tter from Mrs. Blliott & few days ago. She seys
her mother received a letter from Usorge written the first of July. |
Cur prisoners have been removed o Elmyre, but 1 don't knov when, It |
is s6id that the cara ran off as they were enroute for that place and |
*illed 100 of them. I am very anxloua to hear something definlte [rom
Gaorge. Mesely is in Washington. I reckon he doean'ts know anything
about George except what irs, ®lliott!'s mother writves hlm.

I wrote to iira. E. & week ago, or more, and invited her deupghtars
to visit us, and she wrote me thot they wers delipghted at the ldsa of
soming, and that she would take them right off the next week. IHor
letter was written the 18%th; the next week is nearly snded, and thay
haven't arrived., The Yankees h.ve taken the welden R. R. since her
letter was written, which is probably the cruse., I believe the Yon-
taes srs nearliy whipped, but I am afraid they'1l coms it apgalin, 3ince
they have fortified themselves on the W.R.K., that i3, 1f they have
done that, snd I heur they have.

Did you resd a long piece in the weekly Confed. headed "The
campelpgn of 1864 from a Capnadien?” The daily you sent cawe to hund.

8 ever, your Ma.
R-P-Di

P, S. They now say thut our prisoners h.ve not been removed at all.
0ld Mr. Harris hss a letbter from Jim written in .ug. at Pt. Lookout.
He saild he was well.



Warranton,; H. C. =
! Sep. 12%h, 1864

Dear Gabrge, y

“Your lstter written in Muy ceme to hand tWo months and & helf
after date, and I replied to it very soccn aftar lts reception, Your oti-
er latter written the S4th of Aug, rssched me the 9th of 3apt., and I can
herdly r=aiize that you are in Hew York, @nd are you to remaln thers dur-
ing tha winter? God forbid.

The reason why vou have received no letters from Dixie I attribute to
your removel. I hope you will find frlends over thers; I think you will
be about s8s apt to find frisnds as sny body elas. Tom wae very well the
first day of Sept. He writes hone oftsn. Burwell came to see us sabout
a month since and stayed ene waek,

I have ba~n sxpecting the Misses Elilott for two weeks. Hrs. B, wrote
me thot she should tule them on %o visit vs two weeks ago, I wrote them
8 very cordiel icvitation.

Do you know whet became of Myrick [mue uft=r he was wounded? His par-
ents have never haard one word from him, end do you know what becane of
Viashington Burpe? I waa requested to lnquire of you.

I em sorry that yon snd Jim sre separsated. Capt. T. left ,arrsnton =
scme btwo waeelts sines for his poat. I bellieve he is quite wsll. @ are
21l tolerabls well, and muich hops this may find you in as gocd hsalth
and apirits aa 1t lesves ua.

Crops are very good genarally, and fruit abundant. I am expecting
Emma Har-is down to see us, so tell Jim they are well If he is with you.
John £, 1s also well. Is Bob with you? Pat and Biliie ere both well
and 1ively, and very anxious to see you at home szsin., I shall expect
Tom in a month or two; it 1s almost his time. Your Pa is well and busily
engtged in his farming pursuits. 1 will show your letter to Dawsle and
Wancy and tell them to write to you.

{13 ever,
Your afiectionats (lother,
Kebagea P, Davis.

("Mrs. Elliott and "The Misses Elliott,” friends Uncle George and Uncle
Weldon mede in horfolk. -

"Fancy", desughter of Ursndpa's sister, Nancy who m. Simon Peter Flesming.
L DE‘.’-’Biﬂ . L L E;I'Hnﬂ-df:.u of "t . L1} Ll 1 ¥ . n fe L] .
Hep neme was Wargeret Dawson, and she was slways celled "Dawsie.”

*Jim," husbsnd of Orandma's daupghter Mary. His neme was James Herris.
"Fane Harris," his deughter by a former marriage.) B.T.B.

The letter was written to Uncle Oscrge whiles ha wns in Elmyra Prison.
Thm papa is folded into the shepa of on envelops and addressed on the
beck es follows: (eorge W. Davis

ward 24, Barracks No. &
Elmyra, N. York,
Care of H, V. Uolt, Mej. & Pro Hartial
It beara a U, S, atsmp, @#nd ths Posgt Office stamp begins with the word,
“"Prison." the rest is illsgibls.
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ilgar Burvall,

Youra of ZJept. the 2nd ceme duly bte hapd, and I axpsct Shath yeu
would 1iks to hesr From home end the boys. < huva fust got s Isther
from Caorge, written the Z24th of Aupust st Slmyra, N. York. H2 ls well,
s3aid he pot thers the l4th of jug., left Jim Harris snd Jaka (not sura
of that naxa) allen at ths Point, but thought they wouid acon be on,
2aya he hasa not recslved = lins from Dixie z2ince he waz s prisoner.

Said Yaprmelle ( 7) died at the Point, wss wall traated.

I have s latter from Tom written the firat day of thls menth. e
desired me Lo zend him your address, as he w.shed to write Lo you.
iunoa Jilliams wes killed on the suburbs of Charleston & wesk o Uwvo
ainca. Oh, nov awiul it is, when it comss aven this near homel

Fe gll were invited up to your Uncle Sam's yoestsrday to oot ths
big melon and eat mutton., Well what do you thin¥? w~e have made 306
gallons of syrup and haven't cut a care of ours, 80 you ses it 13 good
to have a mill, cans or no cane. 6 mede 10 gal, for ycur Uncle John,
5 for Bill CGreen, and the btalance for your Uncle Sam, ard we have haif.
io 81l wanted a 1:ittle for present use, snd their cane was ripe, snd
ours not, and we hwd & mill and tiey didn't. 1 sm preserving rupidly,
i heve plenty of pesches yet, that i3, for preserving purposes, ‘he
syrup 1s very good, but not altogether as nice as whui we made loat
wvaar, I think we made 10 pallons a day, snd I think it took 6 of juics
L0 mhks ong ol molassen.

YTes, we have lost the U .KR.R. and itlantic too, and hov long it
will basvs Fetersburg, Richmord, and Mobile may fall, I zannot tell,
And ir. McClellend is the nominse of the Chicapgo convention} about os
gall ba Idncoln, I expect, Nothing to 2xpeoct yet but hard fighting as

can see.,

-

Sary has been very slck two weelts, snd Bat iIs wounded in the amm,
and g0 I have to take Fillls as my housemnid., Thoy were peeling psach-
sas and Dorcas accldently cut Bet's arm, & gash two lnches lonpg end 1t
lajid open an inch wide nsarly. Illosever, tet and Sary aro bhoth convals -
cant.

i@ have becn expecting the lisses Elllott for two weaks, 1 in-
vited thsm to visit us, and they acecepted the invitsation, and wrota
thst they would be here the next week, and that is the last I have
heard of them. 2Zack is not dead yet, but I suppose he is dcomed to
di= or drag cout a misersble axistence. .o may moke as much a3 four or
five barrelas of molnsses for all 1 know.

Ag ever, yours &c.
{On the small margin at the top of Grandma's letter ahe wrota: "I like
very well for you to direct your lettera with a pencil, so I ean uze

the envelopes again, but when you write the letter with a pencil you
ean't wrlite so mich on the seme paper. w»ers Oraham's socks blg enocugh?”

Sary, Bet, Dorces, F1llis, and Zack ware slaves. (B.E.R.)
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Camp neaer .inchester, Va,
Friday, “ept. 1l6th, 1864

Dear Ma:- 1t has been tut a short time aince 1 last wrote to you,
having written on the 1lith, nor heve I rscelved a lettor from REma you
aince, neverthelesa, as ths dauy promises fair for a gquiet ome, I will
drop ycu a few linss for fear of not heaving another chence scon. ie
came from a point about half way batween Jinchestar and Punker's Hill
yeaterday to tske the place of Bershaw's Division, which it 1s said
has gone to Hichmond, It fa rumored here that fetersburg hus fallen,
and ocar troopa are a little gloomy over the prospectz, e hear none
of the particulsrs as Jet, haven't heard whether or not it even cost
a struggle., I fear we ara about to experience a rapetition of the dis-
astera of all our previous [all cumpaipns.

- It beglna to look as though the death strugsle 1s nt hand, wheth-
er Petersaturg has fallen or not. I am very hopeful that it will be in
our favor. The princim 1l way in which the loss of our towns injures 13
ls the encouragement it diffuses throughont the North, snd I mmust ac-
knowvledge that I look to s diviasdon among them a3 about the atrosngs: ¢
ground for hope. If that fuils, ocur condition will have becoms desper-
ate, and I think we had better raise the biack fleg at the opsning of
next summer?a campaign. I have madltated & good desl upon what would
be our condition as a subjugated psople, end I think there I3 btut one
thing worse, and that is ceréain death. Some asy that 1s preferable,
bu% upon mature consideration I think all would prefsr anything to
certain death. I am for the black flag though, which 13 next ekin.

If that is raised, in my opinion the atrupggle will bs 1ife or death;
we will gain &1] or lose cll, and that at once. The terma of poesce
which Linc:'n offers are aa you have aeen, 'Lmancipation with no aon-
fiscation.' Of course they will not be scfapted, and iIf we wers to be
erushed, 1t would of course be emancipation with confiscation, in othe
words, 3tuervation.

Thus far I think the lasues of the present cempalgn need by no
meana discourapging. If Hood ¢eén hold his own nov, and Lee can hold
Richmond, the campaign will be mmm the moat successful of the war.
The war cannot last mach longer in my opinion with all our successes,
and upon the next campeipgn I am willing to stuke all,

But this is aen unpleasant topic, and the less 3aid and thoupght
sbout 1% by thoae nelpleas as we are, the better, 1 reckon.

The weather is guite cool up here, haa been for some time, and
we are having & pgood deal of rsin, had a tremendcus hall storm a few
days since, e have nearly cleaned the country of frult, and indeed
of almost everything s2lae, and I hardly think it brobable that we will
contimis north of Sirasburg many mors weeks. «e have an occasional
skirmish up here, as a general thing with little or no gain or loss.
On the 13th we had a skirmish down where we cama from yesterday, had
ong man from the regiment wounded and simultaneously the Yankee caval~
ry made a dash upon the 8 8th South Carolinas, which was on plcket
where we are now (for our whole brigade 1s on picket) and captured the
whole of 1%,

My furlough will very protebly be delayed saue longer then I
thought when I leaf wreota, as I huve lesarnsed since that fime thet there
are more men before me than I was awara of, 30 if this reaches vou be-
fors Jim Green leaves, I shall expect the money by him, 1f Bob Nont-



635

wontgomery doean't bring it. I recelved a letter from you the 4th,
written fupust 27th. It 13 now the 16th, and I fesr you have broken
your male, 1 shell grow more impatlent until snother comes.

Consin Tom Fleming is well and drinking & cantean of milk; Cou-
8in Jimmy i3 sale~p and snoring vocifercusly; Billia Cheels i3 rsadlng
a W. C. Presbytsrian which csme yesterday; Jerrs Draper i=s also aa~
lesap ard too umrell to sat his rationa, witlch I dispose of for him,
and I can very well do so, a8 our aeppatites ars groving better with
the season, and rations scarcer, ‘Theae compos2 my rogmmates, the laat
naemed, my mesamates. Wa&lter lontgomery reachsd camp from home two or
three days ago. Thomas Pitchford is doing well. The srmy generally
is in pood health., I hopo crops will bs good throughcut ths Souch.

If the Yankess can't perish us, they can't subdue us.

Thuraday 17th. Wwe wWara roused up sbout daybreak this morning
by ths Yonkecs attacking our ocutpost, composed of cavalry, which theyT
are soid to have captured., They didn't com@ near sncigh for us to v
get a shot. #e are about a mile from where we lay last night; have
thrown up a br2astwork of rsils 1n case they shounld sea flt to gzlve
ug8 & Hriskl. o6 hed preaching last ndght, the only sermon save ons
tiwev I h=ve heaid since leaving winter quartars, It seems that a con-
neotion with the sruy a6srs all consclentious scruples as to duty, ev-
aen in preachers. Our Eog't hea & repgularly appolnted chaplain, a lr.
Rabin&, who has not been with us in &1l that time, indeed I never saw
him until & day or Lwo since at all, He preached lasst night, a toler-
ably good sermon.

Myself and four others went after sepplea last night and got more
than tha company could diapose of. I resad a good lieng latter last
night from Cousin Jim Pitehford to Jos Davis. It was & splendid let-
ter. I suppcse there were e large number of converts at the protract-
ed maeting at “recspoct. I am ?1ad to hesr that a beiter spirit la
diffusing 1tself over the land, for really from e&ll scocounts it s8ems
that relizlon and morals gﬂrﬂrally have sunksn %o tho lowest ebb.

biany think thet the war 13 sent upon us as & puanishment for our e
s5ins and that 1t will last until we grow better. Thouzh such is net
ny opinion, I rejoice as much a8 any one towes cur people growing bat-
ter. Certainly if 51l our people were Christlans, the war would soon
end, for then every s=x man would do his duty, and that 1s all we nsed
to whip the Yenkessa. wwar wea never gnow¥n to improve morals, conae-
gquently I donit think it could hnve been zsent for that purpose.

#rite as often a3 you have XmxX been in the hablt, if not often-
er until I come home.
ha ever, your aon,

Thomas E, Laviag,
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Dear Burwell, . Tuazday, Oct. the 4th, 1864

Yours of th2 21st cema Auly to hand, and I know you are anricus
eno®h to hasr frem Yom, and I have waited snd waltad to hesr from
him myeelf, and evin now I nwve hoard nothfing definite, 1 feel sat-
1afied that he wea not hurt in the first fighi becsuse I heard of oth-
ers who were slipghtly wounded of his2 Co., and if he had been, I think
bis name would have been mentloned., 3irange to say, .allacea ims, was
sl1ghtly wounded, also Ceorge Luke, and Ur., «ard's son was killed.
Since the figat of the 22nd, nothing has been heard from any Co. or
Reg., as I can learn., If you lesarn eny perti¢ulars of intereat to me,
write to me immedistely, and I will do the same.

Mat and his fsmily left nere yesterdsy. Lou says ahs srd lada-
line expsct to go to Haleigh soon to have thoir teeth fixed, ord they
wlll write to you first, and get you to awet them ot the depot and
confuet them to the hotal. So you mey hold yoursell in rasdinsss, or
rather in expectation of being cailed on, I told Lou that you weuld
chesrfully do what you could for them, t whether or not you would be
at liberty to weit on them whenaver tney might call on you I could nds
tell.

adeline has had vad luck with har tseth. She broke out ona,
end went to get Dr. Halone to sxtract another, and he unfortunsTcly
took out the wrong one, 59 nov I przsume she 1antends to have aome new
OIla3 . )

«e heve juat closecd s ten days meeting at Shady Grove, had & glo-
rious revival, a pood many ndded to the churcsh. Aimong the rmmber were:
your Aunt Amanda and Peter Davia, and your Uncle Sam was tha happiesst
mun you ever saw., Some of the converta were haptised by ilmmersion
down at Davis! Bridge, where tnere was much water.

I was sure that I had written to you sbout Zack being shot, but
I am forgetful. I8 1s not living now. Your Uncles Sem and John did
not gt your Pe to make their molusses; he got them to let him,be-
cause 1 wanted some molesses, and he had no cans ripe., =8 havs just
besun today in pood earneat to make oura up, made a little every dey
lsst week, but not much, a3 we attended meeting every day urd sll day.
Y hung on the blg pot thls morning.

iast Friday Mr., Ben Pavell got a nagro boy's hend crushed up, md
John Cheek another, and Mr. Clementa got his hesd nearly crushesd up.
His head was caupght between the lever and n post, end he 1s awfully
wounded, Sant for thiiree Drs,and could get nons untll next morning
£ they sent for a fourth, Dr, Sol. Your Pa and Mat went over nfiter
guppar and faind him in perf'act apony. ilis nose wss mashsd and the
blcod wezs running down his throat, he not being sble to help it, and
1t made him very aick ot the stomsch. Your Pa and Mat did what they
eculd for him by pouring water on the wound, which h3lped him very much,
and they do not think he 1s very serfloualy injured, tho hurt as bndly
a3 mortel man could well be {I expeci) not to be mortaliy woundad, a3
all thought he was at firat, :

7811, I would 1like to sesnd thoase cakes and gully apples, btut how
can I do 1t? If I iived in town I could, but as it 1s, I have no
chance., I wish I had told to curry you scme; I could easily
have paild her the flour sgsin., It melkes very nice culaza., I believe
I will tell her when I write, to caprry you some 1f she does go, but I
vary mich doubt her going. 3She is one that can't lsave her children,
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and surely she will not earry them with her. Hadellns will so T ex-
peet, Shs haa been up and had ons toeth put in.

I sand you Tom's latter, On2 prescher has resd it, and I wish
more ofthem could see snd know what's thought of them in regard to

their duties. I have had cogpeny every single night sincs the first
day of the meeting except last night. ilrs. Juns Nicholson and Emma

Harris stayed here four nights, and about the middle of this week irs,
Iou Egerton end family end your CGrendme are to coms., I h-d & bsrrel
full of flour when the mestling began, but 1t is low dewn now.

You have a gocd winter veat here, but it is very rusty, and I
have an idea of giving i1t to ons of the men. «What do you say? It ikfﬂ
a very good fitting vest, and not worn out, but looks bad. I pmuve all
the msn a vest last winter except one. Jce 1s gone to Weldon to work
on féortifications, end we have hod two Leeves preased this wesk, but
they pey us fop them, and ws can live without them, Perhapsa.

Pth Oct, It seems that I shall raver gﬁf & chance to send off this
letter, HNo defimlte :aews from Tom yet. T. J. P. has written, He
ssys they were whipped, bui sald nothing about Tom, He wrote immedi-

ately after the firat fight. : =
-

Vrite socn, I huve sold one tushel of driad apples for §10.
@irite soon.

(In & short note not dated, Grandms wrote:

"1 wish you had told me how Jim Foote made it; I haven't heard
A word from him. I am glad you can get scmething to eut, Jhen you
can do no botter, sond home; hesever acarce it may be, we will divide
with you to the lasst, I want to sani Ceorge something by .sallace .Jil-
liams, and Tem somethimg by XNIXOGXNEIILEA Jim Foote, If I con ever
haar thet theyare alive.

"Poor Tom, I h-ve never sent him s mouthful since Ueorge left
him, and not much before, but he hns very kind frierds up there, among
tha eltizens and in the army. vwanllace iIs &t homa."

(I think the note was written earlier than this time, as 1t seems %o
have been before lncle George was taken prisoner. B.FE.B.)

{Georpa Duke was probably the Baptist preacher by that neme whom I re-
member yesrs ago.

Lou was the wife of CGrandpa's oldesat son, Mutthew. Madeline was her
sister, She married Hirnm Beat.

"Your sunt amanda" wss the wife of Orandpe's brother, Uncle Sam.

Peter was their son.

Mrs, Lou Lgerton was the wife of my futher's brother, Charlea Egerton,
She was formerly, lisa Lou McKnlght.

"P, J. P." was the son of Grandma's brotharr Vp, T, J. Prtechford.
when Orandme said "two bseves were pressed,” she meant they were taken

by the srmy. )
Bi’liﬂi

Dir. Helone probably was the one known as "oid D, Malone," the fatha
of D, E11is iialona.) :
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Friday the l4th, 18564
ligar Burwell,

Your letter of tho lith reached mé the evening of the 13th,
and 4 will drop you s lew llnes today in reply. I will get a ©it of
811k and try to meke you o huat band, but ! fear I shall fail,

I got a letter from Tom last night. He had been missing eleven
days over in the Ysnkee lines, and had juat worked his way into our
linea; however I will send you his letter. I had heard that hs was
miasing, elther killed or captured. I was Jjust about to write to you
about 1t, but thank the Lord, he 1s yet spared, but Ohl hoew long 1s he
to be spared? I am so anxious to see the poor child.

I have another letter {rom UYsorpge. Ie keeps up a correspondsnm
with Mra. Groann (sp?)} of Nor, and bira. Blourt of iashington, ond they
both 3end him help. I thounght he would make friends for himseli, e
has that soecial nature; he can't live without frierds. >

I a3so have enother letter from [iva. Blount., She tells me that <3
my son, G. W. Pevia, has written to her three times, and assures ne
that she will do for me wlhuatever she can, 3he also a233urss me that
waldon 18 tutied in 8 besautiful place ornsmented with shrubs, with a
handsome white headhoard, black lettered, and that she hea written out
this incldents of his luat days for me, but can't send it now. S3She
sald that she asked hiu if he hod aeny directiona to give, and he told
her he h&d given them to hils orderly, J., @, Hewsom,

Yes, the frost has swept off the pea crop sntlrely, Your [a
thinke he lost 3000 worth of peus. ile 1s really hurt about it, 1
tell you. He had the prottieat pea patch I ever sew, but now It 1s
the ugliest. The cans fodder iz muined, and 211 my late corn, and the
araps you sowed are sll ruined, not one asved, but I havs plenty of the
white ones saved,

I do not think there 1s sny fun In getting ons's head maahed in
a cena mill, It didn't get caught in the cogs, but the lever carried
it againat & post. He is dolng very well. Uid I cver tell you about
his megro killing cur hog, and your Pa Lrying to shoot your new gun,
end both barrels refused to fire? I ruther think I did, but L sm so
Torgetful,

I would like for you to psy porticular sttention to Lou und Mad-
elind, but be sure to pany psrticulsr attention to your businesa, Ba
as useful as you een., I feir they will pget you off anyhow, I don't
think Ishem i3 at all uneasy, an’ if you wers to see him, you wouldn't
elther. ile is too slow to live., Yes, they sre tuking the li. D,'s and
the J. P.'s and almost down to X, ¥, izzbrd. Your Uncle Tom will look
nice tr with your Yankee overcoat on, Tom wants J150 to puay of [ his
debts. ile 13 not extravugunt, but he hos not been paid off thila yesr,
His Pa has the money ready to send by rfhil ~laton. Ile 13 scsrce of
money too, and his peus wos his money crop.

Your affect. Ma, :
H‘ Pl Daviai



Evidsntly o, 1864 =anurce y nigng, tos Lotn =N

Your Pa hss been tusier for the luat month than I ever saw him ln my
14fa, T did not think he cither cculd or would have done so mich busi-
nass feoo the sake of all tha molasSza, anplea, oigs, ke, &c. put togeth-
" er, He says hs hes gbout 70 young pigs, snd of them the mest for snoth-
mpr yearfls to be mpde. If wmede st &ll he has to run after them, end then
ne has made sbout 120 ppllons of molesses ond sttends to the grinding
snd bolling hims=1f, snd tskes & pgreat desl of peins with 1t, and mekes
it very nice. 0, how I wish we could have you with us, but then I am
very well satisfied for you to remain wnere youa are.

The spples are pathered, that is, those thst hxd not fallen of f before
gstherddg time. e have onough to last psrhops 83 long as thsy will
keep, and then & fine plls o1 crabs to make ctdar., Your Pz hos not bean
tn town in a month or twoj when * write to you my lettera get old before
I csn send them to Lown.

I d1d think I would send you Tom's lstters, but have concludsd other-
wise.  Ila got lost after the battle st Fisher's B11l the Zlat, got over
into ths Yankoe lines, and atragsled off into thqmﬁuntsina ant finslly
resghad our lines in safsty, and wrote to me the Znd Oct. at Cherlotls-
villa, rnd was going to bike the cars that day %o go on to his vepgimant
which he asupposad was st Staunton. MUe ssid he wsntdd to amre the boys
mishty bed, 'Thet is, 1 thera are any of them left." Jsprry Harris and
Jarry Jraper were both with him, got together in the derk a¢:idently.

@&Uq above 13 written on a scpasp of perer with no hesding, no ending,
xnd no dote axcapt "Seturdsy night, the 16thk.” Tn2 fellowlng 1s slao on
& aerep of pepar , stk prabably is purt of a8 latter. 1 helisve thay were
in 1864. B.E.B.), and I balieve wera a part of the letter datsd Oct. 14.)

I dld not say anything to the boys about goinz to tim cavaelry, ror i
knew they couldn'i g2f hLorses snywsy. You s~nt gome very interasting n~s
papers in your tundie. e shall recd thesm # gocd deal,if they are a lit-
tle stsls. You musb pot l=t the Keleigh heyz ( ? snd 7 } zive you &he
tlues, I hsvs suffeifd & greet deal of grief and sorrow, but 1 Bm not &
autmisaionist yed, nor & unionist, nor s croeker, and don't expect To be
until T get under the jurisdiction of Besst Butler, snd then I mey nave
0 asy I am, but if I do LI think it will chok» ms tTo death,

(Thave decided those two words that I couldn't resd sre "Torys and
unionists. B.E.B.)

It does provoke me Lo sees so meng who are doing nothlng for thea good
of the country, 2nd nll the tims trying to discourape thoae who are do-
ing averything and suffering everytaning. It 1s giving aid and comfort to
the enemy snd virtually tylng the hands of our brave soldiers in the
Tield.

George Duks, (not ti one you spoke of) has been tc sce us. He is 2
fine fellow, end saya they sre all in fine spirita. e ia gons buck to
the ermy. He ceme to ses 1f we wanted to 2¢nd anythlng, offered to cer-
ry enything we wished him. (ls steyed all night. We had Z# juat sent
elething and provisions by T. J. P.

Tom hasn't celled for his shosa yet, <T=11ls us to s=ve them for him
11 he needs than.

( This das~ {5 verified by Hansell's "A Ilighar History of the United
Stetes,” which seya “Sheridsun and Barly met at [ishsrts Hi21 Sept. 22,
1862." B.7.1,) )
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Hov. las, 1364 ?

Cear Burwall,

Your letter of the 27tk hes come to hand, end with a hasvy
heart I trke my 3seat to reply and thua relleve myself of the painful
duty of telling you that Tom is killed. Yes, the poor child has fall-
en, It occurred on the 19th of Oect. &t the time of Esrly’s humilis-
sing and ignominious defeat., FRob Alaton has come heme wounded in th
Jaw, and brings us this sad news. I pray CGod %o glve us all grcce
sufficient for ocur day and generastion. My arxiety Bor him of late
has been so intense thut 1t was almost ss oppresaslve as uy grisf an
sorrow ia, I have heard no particulars, have written to Jim Vavis
Tor the marticulars. There is no sort of cause to doubt tha fact
that he is dead: only one other man from the county kililed, only
pair in the reg, !ow hard it seems to be, but I must try to bear
it a3 well as I can. Life is but short st Best, and those who are
gone from the evil to come sare perhaps best off.

He read hils Blble daily with deep interest, so he wrote ms, and
prayed fervently, and lived I think contimually in the love and fear
of God, 1 have good rescson for thinking so from hils racsnt lettera.

0 how I wisk you could coms hdwe. Je (o3l so and, It would
help some to aee you, but I know you csn't come when you nlessa. 1
am glad that you cen even 8tsy there. :

48 ever, your aifectionate Ha,

P, 8. Your Pa haa Just carried me out with him to see the potatoes,
and & real siiow it is. ile msusured one thst was 17 inches arcund and
sbout & foot long. He says you may tell HNr. Eddtor McRay of that,
and tell him he may have it if he will come aflter 1lt. They house 100
Wishels a doy, commenced yesterday morning. I do not know whsther or
not they will finish today, but we expect so.

About hr1li of the sorgmm was csupght in the frost, and éldn't y
yield a3 much molasses as the [irst. Your Uncle Tom made four hur-
rels, yvour Uncle John, 12, your Uncle Jackson 12, The povernment
gives 10 dollsrs per gallon, cor rather the county. +t 1s buying it up
for soldlers' familiss. Your Uncle Sam is asuthorized to tuy 40 bsr-
rels. (us Ch=ack's wif'e has written to your Uncle 2am to resizn and
let (C#a take his place, He obdjected politely, bubt he says she 13 very
angry with him.

Sary 1s s3ill very aick, or at leest not sble to do anything and
suffers mich with poins at times., * hove sold some dried apples at
?10 par bushel, but I do not lilkse that price mach. I do not know how

&m to get my cards unless your Uncle Tom brings them to me the firat
time he comes on a visit. I3 there anything you ezxpect me to send you
by him besidss your overcost, 1if indeed he will carry thet?

inother potuto has just come in, measauring 20 inches ercund 1it,
but alast slasl everything hus lost its charm for me since Tom 13 not
Lo come home to sce and enjoy them, end I feci 1ike I hsd almost a3
live die as to write to (Georpe and tell him that Tom ia killed. In
all hls letters he was so concerned to hzar from Tom, snd I was g
proad te s=y to him, “All's well with iom,”

1 I suppose "Bob Alston" was iajor Rob Alzton, grandfuther of Eleanor
Povall, Oeorge .1llizm ¥avis? wifs., B.W.B,)



tlztn2rnot dated, tat writien betiveen Ngv. 6 and Lov, 16. E.E.Ha%

Fiahing Creaek
Saturday evening.
Dear Burwell,

Your letter of Nov. the 6th come to hand d:y vefore yesaterday,
and as I alw:ys nave something to say to you I will commence a letter
to you this avening, and finish when I can. * have rec'd two lotters
from cemp recently, from Jim Davis and wallace Willisms, I presuma
that neithar knew that the other nhsd written. They say everything
good about Tom that I could desire to hear., Jim 3ays he was faiti ;
in the discharpge of svery duty, and he believes tihat he was a Chrisf-
isn. FHe was instently killed, died without a struggle or a groan, ,
we seldom name it at home. Meny long and deep sighs are heard, bub/ .
when we speak 1t is forsign to that subject.

I Just enn't beap 1%, to think, sperlk, or write shout, and when

I lie down at night, snd 1t comes to my mind, I scar aloft in my lwo-
aginationa, and leave all earthly thinszs benird, I think of a happy
home In Heaven, that bright celestial city, with psarly gates and
#olden streets, and of all the happy host of loved ones thet I hope
to me2t there to praise (od forever, and when I pget into that atats I
FeaExe&E of mind, I am apt to folil into a ploevsent alumber, and 4f I
do not, I get off on my domestic concerns. 1 try to look at all
times just like nothing had happened, 1 am getting on very well with
it, X hope. I Just know if I reflect mach upon 1t, and indulpe my
%riaf, it would b2 more than my mental or physical powers could stand.

pray the pocd Lord to help me through with all that I am or mey be
culled on to besar or suffer. I expect to say and write but very 1lit-
tle on the subt jsct hancaforth.

I didn't see Dpr, «ard'a pelce; would like to, but then I know
t would send a thrill of anguish through my inmost asoul,

vell, the apples do rot very fast, a-d we ere very anzious to
send you some, I expect to send some by Dr. P. if we can, tut jyou
cupght to have some rlght now and some cakes, tobacco, and your over-
coat. Do tell Ur., Leigh to have you detailed to come home after ap-
ples, and you will carry half bushel for him, and let us know in time
t0o have some cider beaten for you, tho I expect that the cider will
be benten next weeck, as the apples ure rotting. Our potatoes pot
very warm tnat hot seather, and I feared thut they would all be lost,
but by removing some into the cellar, they coocled down, and I hope
they are 3uved.

Your Grandma 1s here now. I toRd her that you wanted a plain
woven suit of mixed. &She said "It 1s very nice and fashionable, this
plain woven.” Do you like light or dark? 1t will be a good while be-
fore I can have 1t spun tho, as I nust get the winter clothes first.

I have four b:les of factory cotton on hand yet, so you see I nm quite
independent on that score, and I have the wool now 1in black dye for

mixing.

Your Pa cam® home a few days ago from town and told me he had
sold my dried apples. I told him not to be too fast, I shouldn't pro-
mise to strnd by the bargain; my price was $15 psr bushel, He said,
"Yes, but I got $25," and he lauphed at me heartily. Il then said
that he had bought a pr of c¢ards, and asked how much I was willing to
glve for them. I told him $50. He snid, "But I pot them for {22.7
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¥Mr, Fulford was h-ere, and he suild hs never saw snybody asa completely
cornered in his 1life as I waa. ‘they sll laughed st me, I[l@ than took
out & maper of large nesdles and told me o puess the price of thole,
and I was determined nof to give oo mch for thoce, so I pusssed 1,
but 1t was {4. He carried up 25 bushela of apples todsy., Dr. Cham-
bless takes them for the winder {(not sure o that word, B.F.B.) hos-
pital, I saved snough to last ma two years. 1 grve Mat one bushel.

Sundey morning. Your Uncle Tom tocok supper hers last night as
he came on from town, and he aays he 1s going to Raleigh next 3atur-
dey, I was not sware that the time was so near at hand for him to go.
Waell, I wonder if you can come home in December. The cards your Pa
got are not made. The teeth and wool ars ssparate. They wra at your
Unecle Tomta: I haven't seen them, If I don't like them, I may write
you (to pet me another pair) by your Uncle Tom. I shall send you the
%30 for those you have, and I do not know whether to send you the §70
{or the othars or not, but it is hsre for you, and subjlect to your or-
dzrs at any time. Nnnaj could be sent you in a letter without much
risk, I should think.

“hsat do you think of our trying to send Georgs a Lox of c¢loth -~
and provisions? e are anxious to fLry fto do somethihg to alleviate
his sufferings, and 1t ocught to be done apasdily.

Your Uncle Tom ssys that he will be up Saturdey, but if he falls
on that day, he will go Sunday, so you must meet him and get a letter
and perhaps some apples &c, I ha'e not heard from CGeorge since the
20th of Sept. vhet do you think of thut? I am not at all essy auuut
nim. Thomas Pitchiord has bren missing some 14 days, sapposed to be =
captured, but Joe lgerton made his escape from the Yankees and pot
baclk, and. John Powell was not tunken, aa was reported,

If there i1s anything particular you may wish to compmunicate to -
me before your Uncle Tom leaves, yocu csn write. XYour Pa will gzo to
the depot I reclkon to carry some appless for you, and 1 think we shall
send on 2 box to General Jarren alsc to forward to Gearga.

(This letter wss not signed, but 1t was certalnly written by Grandma.
Mr, Fulford was the teacher of the coammnity school. My mothsr, Pnt-

tie, attended.
B.E.R.,)



Nov. tite 16th, 1864 91
Desr RFurwell,

I will drop you a8 line or two und send you some apples, cekss,
socks, tobacco und overcost. You must exhibit s specimen of the apples
to Ur, Telgh, and when they -T2 81l gon@ you reslly must pget him to let
you com® ho=e aft=r some more for you snd him. e want you to come home.

It would help to sooth our sorrow. _
Thuradey night. I hove juat finished fixing a larpgs box to serd to
Jeorge. We ahsall send 1t on to Kaleigsh tomorrow to Capt. J. N. MéDowsll.

I hardly fesl like George will ever be so fortunats aa to get 1t, but I
am willing to run the risk of leoalng it, thinking thet if he doss get 1%,
it mey aven save his 1ife. Lt contsins clothlng, provlsions, blanket,
pickles, oniona, vinegar, red papper, and ¢ sight of tobnceco, but I reck-
on the best plan efter a11 would b2 to send him green hngks, at least
fzorpe Foote says so. OGeorpe snd hls wife left here this svening, also
your hunt MNancy.

I hoven't hesrd from J2orgs yet sines the Z0th of Sapt. Your Uncle
Tom ssys he wlll do the beat he con with the box. OCan you p&gﬁny sttanibn
to 1t if it should need your sttention? we know very Llittls akout the
busineass.

- Your t1ings sra in e srek bag, tisd up and sewed up, so if the nsme L

gets torn off you must hunt it up. You'll know It by 1ts contents, thet
overcont, epplea, cekea, socks, and two peach bloom irish pot:tosms and
swert potstoes, e

Your Pa h+~d some old money whizh he wished to heve exchanpged, 2o I have
a=mnt 1t to you to pay Jou for the last pr. of cerds you boupght. It lucked
# 1lttle snd so you aee I heve put In & few 1llttle pleces to mnaks out the
$50. I would certsinly send you ;70 more 1if I thought that you wanted
it sent. The cakes are in the sleeves of tha cost.

{8 evar your aftec, Ma, R.F.D.
“rite very soon.

"George Foote," Grandme's nephew,
"Your funt lancy," Grapdma‘’s slster »nd Georgs Foote'!s mothar.
"Your Uncle Tom," Grandma's brother.
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Fishing Creek
ilonday the 28th of Nov. 18&

Dgar EFurvell,

Yours of the 218t cume duly to hand, srnd I ought not to write
agein 3o soon, "tut I rether thlankx I shall,"” as the song poes. In
the first place, I want to tell you that 1 did pget & latter from
George after I had sent off my leat letter to you, hence it wes.-I—-
said nothing of 1t to you. He sasys he 1s very well, that he kncws
nojhing of HMyrick Duke or .ashington Beaga. That John D. Shearin
dled at Elmira on the 4th of Oct., of consumptlion, he thinks, and on
the 1lth all sick and wounded soldiers were s ent off,

He also said "I have just rec'd a letter from Cousin Alice MHin-
is of Baltimore and 10 stampa.” Now what do you think of thut? I
mlght think-1t was some friend whom he wished to disgulsa, btut in the
same letter he says, "Mrs. Groom also sent me $2 on the seme dsy."
Thia letter was No. 5. He Mo'a all his lstters, tut No. 4 diédn't
come. Perhaps 1f 1t had, I might better understand this, e sends
ma stampa in sll his letters, says not & word sbout fure.

Jim Harrls 1s ct home, and I am hourly expecting him here. Jim
Pitchford says he aaw him in town, but I heard no mrticulara, don't
know whether he 1s exchanged, paroled, or what., e do not want you

to go to your reg't and pget a diachargs, not even Af it wers certain .-

that you could get ons, for even then you would have to go into stam
service. I am not making myself unhappy becaunge you do not come home;
I moerely sugrested the ldea, I want you to be very punctual to sll
dutiss, so s to be sure and st.y there as long as the war may last
if possible.

I think that we are bearing up under our last bereavemsnt very
well; we seldom express to each other our feelings, but talk ol omy
and everythling else., ihut's bacome of (Grahem? ind 1s Smith there
yet? I feel for that little fellow. I know ycu gove him some ap=-
plea and cakes, Treat him k¥indly, +hot 8 pilty for him to huve to
l2ave his Ma and Pat He 1s not near as lerpe as Sam Pitchford. Sam
didn't 1ike it at all when he was sent back. Theypre ull very well
&t your Uncle Tom's, and 1t is rumored that Thomas has pot back to
camp., They sey that Fhil iAlaton hos wrlt to that effect, and I henrd
that your Aunt Matllda was going to send to Mra., Alston's to know a-
bout 4t. I do not balieve it beczuse if others could write sbout 1t,
he could and would. ills wife has been down lately, and vistited me.
She i3 & lovely and lovable characher,.

I have just heard the t Ell%a Egerton and Nancy Fleming heva
com® down to your Uncle Sam's to sp2nd sgme tlme hers znd thare. They
There are some 8 or 10 soldiers up at the gov. burn packing fodier,
Thay have been there gsome weeks; they are cavalry nen, &1l clean well
informed men., They have becn visiting by Ilnvitaclon sround here, and
they are delighted. They say they scount thils equal to a furlough.
They are Georglans, Llabamians, and Mlaslssipplana., They tslk sbout
EE% to go, get to do whetever they do. Ellzs and Nancy never could
to come down until they hsard that we hed 2 lot of boys emonpg ua,

A of g&em a?? young men, one jusf out of College when e entersd

1€ service, He was ftelling me about his old president, snd said "I
1s = bastﬁrd. He doean*t knov who his fathar fa; he 15 argazilggl%ﬂ
mada mon," I was beeten, but I thought, "If you don't ¢carn, I don'i.,

y}.
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Frﬂm.the fialeigh Ghriatianfﬂd¥ncate, Friday, lovember 25, 1864.

fhomas Edwanrdas Davis.

f1lled in the battle of B2ll Grove on the 19th of Oct., Thomas LEdwards
Davis, Co., F. 12th, N. &, Troops, son of Edward and fiebsoca Davis of

. warran County, l. G.

#hile looking over and meditating serliously on the long list of
martyrs who have fallen by the hands of our ¢ruel and relentless foe, L~
offering thelr lives a free sacrifice on the ' altar of their country,
nona gosuses the tear to flow more freely - none csuses the heart to
hesve,deeper sigh and call loudly for vengesance thon the subject of
these fov lines,

Hearsd snd trained by plous and vhristian parenta from his sarljer
dayna, he 1imblbed the principlss of morelity and She relipgion of ocur
Lord Jesus Christ. S3Strletly congclentious in all his dubies to hils
God, country and fellow man, he wan the canfidsnce and sstesm of his
conpanions. Put he has gone, ysa the noble youth of twenty aummers,
with the fIush of health on his cheek, and with the glow of friend=-
ship in his heart, is reckoned wit: tie glorious mumber whose bones
lie bleaching on the rencined fields of Virginia, but his memory is
yet with us, and his spirit ;%111 lingers arcund us, infusing the
glow of patriotiam In our breassts, tecching wa &3 he of'ten remariked
that "it wos batter to die = brave mun in the discharge of all his
dutieca than to live the 1ifes of 8 bzae recresnt and hypoerit.”

we of fer to his beresved famlily and frlends our warmest sympa-
thies, and exhort them s5till to look to the God of all mercies for
conaoletion in this their ftrying hour, humbly truating that althcugh 7
their darling boy, the pride of thelr hearta, lles a mangled corps on
the field of strife, his apirit is now happy in the bright Elyaian
fields of Paradlae, never to be disiturbted by war's rude alarm,

(Signed) J, A. D,
o. F. l&tih N, ¢, T.

{The above obituary was written by lr. John i, lLameron, who ilved in
the sfime community ond was a member of the suame company es Uncle Ton.
s niece, Mamie Dameron, was lirst wife of Uncle Blllie, youngest
brother of Uncle Tom., B.F.B.)
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W@ have to make many allowances for the dlifferenca In the mannars
and customs of people 1n different locallities. They ars cartainly
men of sxtensive goneral information.

I hops you are well ere this. I you were to get sick, very
3ick, I could go to aese you if neceasary, but I hope 1t has worn o.f.
You ought to write to Ceorge. Iia has not reci#lved but two letters
Trom home ?Bt. Il1s address 1s Sg%, G.#.D, - #ard 24, Barracks No. 3,
g:i-iinn Camp, Blmira, N. Y., care of H. V. Colbt, Ma]. snd Provoat Mar-

B -

I have geen Dr., #ard'a plece; Lou sent 1t to me, It 18 a touch-
ing thing, to me especinlly, iie are all well except. Sary. Your '
Grandma ia so0 Journing with us now.

fia ever youra k¢.
. Reboageca P. Davis,

(The following written on a scrap of paper shows something of what
they were going through. B.E.B.sj

“The pabrol caught a runswsy in Prime's house the other nipght
¢ooking a quarter of one of our sheep. Thay sent us  over the other
three quarters and tock the negro off to jall. 1t was Mary Newell's
Tom. Prime said, "If I had known it was your sheep, iars Ned, he nev-
er shculd’:lave come in with it, but he told me he brought it 10 miles."

"They gave Prime the hickory, gave the done meat to their dogs,
and took tha akin themselves. I hate towll you such things. It has
been two or three weeks ago. PFPrime is a real rascal, and has helped
8at 10 or 12 of our sheep this year, He and Buck and Tom are the

sheep eaters,”

{On another plece of paper Grandma wrote:%

"I have just had a plece of cloth woven for Maet's summer pants
amd coat. Lou spum it herself in part. It i1s woven serge,”

TMary Newell, daughter of Grandma's Aunt Nancy Davis Powell, She
msrried Billie Newell and le cer married Jesse A, alston,
The slave, Tom, balonged to har. Prime and Buck were slaves, but I

do not know whether tiney belonged to Grandpa or to & neighbor.
B.F.B}



lzth of Dec. 1864
Dear Purwell,

I will wrilte you a fou 1inaz by vour Uaclas Tom, e cnme deovn
Saturday avening, got hore § after 7 o'c. =nd took supper with us. I
did receive yours of the 3Cth, also the on2 of the 4th of Dae. Your
Uncle Tom wrote us & note, Informing us that you were very sick, by
Mr, Norwood,Sunday before court, sand I replied %o 1%, and told zmx
him thet if 1t should bocoma nscessary, we would g0 %o aze about you.

it geems that you are not amxious to b€ visited by ua, and I as-
sure you - am truly glad that 1t did not become necessary, for it has
become almost a motter of impo3aibllity for eithsr of us to leave
home at all, Your Pa saw #Windsor in town after he lnd carried his Mas-
ter up to the leglalatura, and he said he saw you down town, that you
went Gto see Mr, Alston, &e. &C., so we thought that you were quite
well, I say that Jindsor told a story, that he did not see you ocut
at all, Your Fa thinks he did; I want to know.

+all, Jim Harris has not been to see us yet, end he 1s exzchanged
and ordered back, but says ha will not pgo before the firat of Jan.
Your Pa has seen him ia town several timea, every time he goes, In
fact, Bob wms. has not yet been heard of, It 13 suppozed that ho
died on the passage; Jim svuid 120 dled. He tried to take churgs of
Bob, but was not allowed the privilegs. Jim Foote i3 at homs, re-
duced almost to a skeleton, Ir,., Simaons brought him and had to tots
hlm on his back from place to place, that 13, between csrs, bosides
a bag of clothes and sbout 20 1lbs of rocks which he got in the velley
63 mineral curiosities,

I wes thinking perheps you might come home with your Uncle Tom,
until the weather got so bed, tut I don't know that you sven knew that
he was coming home at all. I thought you mlght write by him for scam-
thing, but as you did not, I shkll not send you anything, not knowing
winat you need, und if I 414, I don't know that I could send it.  .Je
Are all well, no news.

1 suppose we needn't be much surprised to see Yanks at any tine ,
a8 they were marching on to Weldon the last I heard of them. Truly
we are troubled on every side, and perplexed, but not in dispair, per-
secuted, but not forsaken, cast down tut not in dispuir,

Tom Pltchford has not written home yet, but 1t 13 locked upon
as an extablished fact that he was sent to Ft, Yolsware snd not hurt
at sll. T have bsen exzpecting Lou for a weeX, but the weather jis so
bad now that I have given her out almost. Your Grondms 1s here for
the balance of the winter, I guess. Your Uncle Jackson i3 in the ar-
my; now isn't th.t the last resort} Or will your Pa have to 20 29

the dernier rescrt? Nothlng more.
#~3 sver jyour affec, Ka, H.P.D.

{Tha.lﬂttar is addressed to "Sgt. B. P. Yavis, Uen. Hoapital No. 8.
Haletigh, N, C,

{Windsor evidently wca one of Uncls Tom's slsves. (Dr, ©. J. Metonford)
B,E.R.)



{fozr not pglven, but evldsntly i864. {5 g5
Vgar Buirvwell,

Yours of the £2nd 4 received Saturday avening. It wes lste and
¢old when your Uncle Tom mssed, so he did not hand 1t out, but sent
thet and the cards up the next day,

1 should have written teo you last wagk, tut as I was pretty awre
of petting a letter from you Friday, I c¢encluded to wait, and Leslides,
Mat and Lou afd all the chilcren were here all the week, and Jim Har-
ris and Emma part of the timae, and I really have not had a chance to
write in a fortnight, and now Bettle Nicholson &nd her family are
spending this week hera, but have gone up to dine with Amanda today,
80 I will %try to writs a 1little,

I d1d not mistrke your mesning in regard to visiting you willle
you were sick. I knaw you never deasired to put your Pa snd ms to
any unnacessary trouble or expense, and I assure you that I was truly
re Jolced wheon I lesrnsd that I didn't have to go, tho I think I
should have gone anyhow if your Uncle Tom hed suld you were danger~
cusly ill, that is, if I could, tho as you say, it would have been a
gfﬁa% undertaking for me, for now, sbove all other times, I dealrs fo
stey st homs. R

e have not killed hogs yet, have about 43 to ki1ll, Yea, Ben
Roterson has brought his wife home, so Mrs. Roberaon has two little:
rosponsibilities now, added to those alreudy gathered arcand har
hearthstons. I fear you were dlasppointed when your Uncle Tom went
back; I would have veen glad to have sent you soms applas or any-
thing that you wanted, but the weather was too freezing cold to semd
to the depot, and it was too bad %o ask him to carry anything in ths
nipght, and the ground hard frozen. I suppose he will not go back '
soon. If you come home, bring me some stemps. I sm not out, but
I'1ll take a few more if I cun get them.

Lou waz telling me the other day that Lou Egerton saild she
thought it was very strangs indesd that you had never czlled on hsr
the firat tims, as much &3 she h:=d stayed at her sister's so cleose o
you., Lou sald that some gentlemen, {I have forpotten who) said that
slddiers were not allowed to keep Sundsy clothes at hospitala, and
porhaps you didn't like to c¢all on ladies in your every day clothes.
Her reply was, "He mipght have called on me." She thirks a mighty sight
ol (harlie's kin except his Ua and Pa and Brothers and Sisters., I
would be truly glad for you To go s9ocn to 369 Rar every Llme she goes.
Charles Davis went out to see her once and stayed aeveral dsys, und
she waa much gratified.

I hope HMr. Graham is getting well, as you didn't ssy to the con-
trary. I told Jim Harris to go to ass you, bul he ssild he couldn't
be seen Iln Ralelpgh. He saya Bob W--- left the day befors he did, says
he had a dre cough and diarrhea brought on by his own imprudence.
He says he 1s the stinglest mean he ever suw, and tho he had money and
he might have lived comfortably, yet he preferred to hold on to his
pelf and lie on the groung, until he told him it was shameful., I=
then had a trwik mede which cost him §l2, Jim says Mrs, Green sent
Bob a suit of clothes, and he wouldn't acszept them because he thought
they might be to pay for, tho he budly nweded them, Jim took thom
and wrote to lrs. Green that ns would pay for them to hap daughter,
and he seya shs, lirs, wharton Green, 1s Badly in need of money, arnd
for {60 in gresn backs which her mother advenced to him, he intanda
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to pay her §300.

Jin 18 locking very wall, hes jJust bousht a very niom fins suit,
and wants to aplarge 1f he only had the horsea, but thera he is sedly
lacking. I do not mosn that ho has any notion of trying to get mar=
ried, btut he 1likes to dreas and dash about among the uls as well
as anybody I sver saw; ond 1 tell you the gals are ready and willing
Lo marry and I do rot think they will be very choice these timss, and
a3 for attention, they accept of that gladly from any source.

These soldlersa that stayed up at ycur Uncls Sam's went to Sol.
Wms' constantly snd had more fun with the girls than a 11ttle, and
sometimes they went to Jo Clement's and Bet and Pat end Emma would
meet them there asnd al1 nands stay all nipht sometimes, and then
aometiines the soldiers would lesve later in the night, ne all looked
upon them as perfsct gentlemen and tmeuted them =3 such. One thing
they 811 said they knew "they were sle soldisrs."

Iwo of them, Rhon and McRae, have come back to spend Christmas,
got to Sol's Sunday, and are here today; just now landed, came from
Battloboro in a buggy end an old horse attached, which they say they
succesded in getting by much sffort. 1 thought I was going to have
this one day to myself to anawer my letters, but I will treat soldl-
ars a3 I would that my boys should be trented. I asked your Fa how
mich corn I rmust tell you he hud mede. He said "more than wo mada
last year." :

4ell I do begin to think that the Yankees will sweep ovep N.C.
bafore they are done, I can but awalt my fate, whatever that may be,
{ have no idea of leaving home even if I hear they are coming right
here, tho we know not what we msy do. I haven't hesrd from George
since the 20th of 3ept., nor h:s anything direct been heard from
Thomas P. MNo flag of truce boats psas now, so I em informed. I won-
der il George did get that box. If he can have his heslth, I had
rether he would remein a prisoner until the end of the war than to
heve him exposed to danger and death in 1ts moat violent form. I
pray God to shield him from all harm, and grant that we all mey mect
in heaven at last.

Your affaec., Ha.

-

(Jim (James) Harris, mentioned in the above letter, was a son-ir-law
of CGrandpa and Grandma, having merried their dsughter, iary, who died
at the sge of 20, Fmma was his daughter by a former merriage, Shs
merried Hdpr, Myrick, and they were the perents o Clarence Myrick,
who married lary Stuert Egerton. James Harris was s descendant of
Wilmot Egerton, who was brother of my Gr-Cr-Crandfsther, .. James
Egerton. B.T.B.) ;
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Dear Burwell,

Yours of the ZEth reached ms a fow dayg since, und I expect Fou
tegin to want ¢ hoar from home by this tino, s0 I will write you &
few lines,

Yea, poor I'renk did dils st lasat sure enoupgin. H: suffered ¢
great deal both 1in bﬂd: and mind, He was sH=nsible to the lsat, ard
hila dying words were, "Lord, take me." He asked his Ma if ahs would
forgive him for all he hud everdone smisas. She told him she would
freely, but there wss one higher than her to forgive, Ha suid, "I
know that, and I aw praying 211 the time." It wuas Mdnday after-you
left that he dled, and his funsral was pr=ached by the Rev. Mr. Cook.
The little girl la sick now, seems to be threstensd with croup, not
serious, I hops. -

I wonder if your Uncle Tom has told you about He shesp gotting
drownad, He msy not know it himself. Every ome he had was drowned
in the blg fresi, 2nd all your Uncle John's with them except the house
lamb. They wera all fourd in a raft togethesr frozen somo ten days af-
ter the water fell. There were betwesn 30 and 40 of them, and it was
the vory last of the month thet they thawed enough to get them out and
save the wool.

That ia a considerable misfortuns these hard times. Curs hap-
pened not to ke in the low prounds. As long as your Uncle Tom stayed
at home alter the freshet, he did not find that his shaecp were drowned
btefore he laft. After Hr Baker came, he zsarched the plantation for
shesap, and could find none, so he supposad they must have been drowned,
aend proceeded to asurch the oreek, and tuere he found them all in s
ao0lid raft.

Our Aceadsmy is nesrly completed, snd the achool was to havs com~
menced Monday the Sth of Feb, but Tom Harrls aent up yoaterday for Mr.
Fulford to go to Tarborgugh %o ase sbout his son Billl, who 1s alck
with messles st that place. Tom Harris 1s down with it hineslf, and
nearly avery on3d of his [emily.

I recken you have zeen soms of ‘Thomas' letters o his Pa, They
got four from hin the other day all in a batch., He says he 1s now re-
celving the finishing tonch of 8 soldier's education, I have also had
tw> latters from Gaorge since you lft. Ha is quite well yet.

We did hear thot the legialature was to edjourn yesterday, end
Sam went up after his Pa, but he saw Dr, WMet just from Raleiph, who
aafd thet nezt Thurddasy was the dey ferndjournment. ALl this talk of
hrmistice and perce &c is very chezring to despondents, I don't know
how wa shall all fesl whon 1t blowa over.

. I rackon you got plenty of ice about Raleigh this time: 4if not,
i hops you will not be favorsd with snother such an opportunity. Lou
Egerton is 1n Halelgh now, and I expect thet she will stay & time, for
she hsa run away from the measlesa. Natl has been ordsred into ascrvice
twise, and only got 28 far as the depot each btims,

A great many 3cldiers pess hers now. 'They generally atop at your
Uncle Zam's, ' Pat Sherrin 1a knltting fency zgloves for asome of them,
who happened to foll in love with her, or she with them, or both, wae
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tell her. Joe is sick yet; all the rest of us sre well, Your “rand-
ma 13 gons to sae IMra, Cheek., 8he wenit to John Hewell's tha other daya
She seys 1t 13 a sad looking place. Joha seys the hurricans blew his
hat off and he thought it took every halr off hla hsed, secalp and all.

As ever, your Ma. iirite =scon and a little
more. :

{"Poor Frank” was the son of Grandpa's brother, Uncle Sam Davis, Frank
died at the age of eleven.

Rev. kr. Cook, nsrmed Charles, was pastor of Shady Grove lathodist Church.
Uncle Tom, Grandma's brother.

Sam and Thomasa, his sona.

r, Baker, his overseer.

Uncle John, Grandpe's brother.

lir, Fulford, thacher of the Acadomy.

Dr. Mat, son of CGrandma's Aunt Rebscca Willlams,

Tom Harris, s neighbor.

"Your Orandma," Grandma's mother.

Mrs, Cheek, Unc¢le Tom's mother-in-law,

John Newell, son of COrandma's first cousin, Mary Powell Newell.

Joe, a slave,

The firdt day John Newall ever went to school he accompanisd his older
brothera, Lem ond Sam. The teacher wrote down the roll, esking ssch
child his or her name. He 2sked lem his name, and John was surprissd
to hear his brother answar, "Iemiel Newell."

"Wthat 1s your name?” he then asked Sam.

"Sammel Hewell," he ruplied.

"And what is your name?" he amaked John,

"Johmel Newell,"” said Juun.

B.E.B.)

{

{"The little girl!," mentioned in the second paragraph, is thought to
have been Uncle Sam's daughter, Polly, named for her maternal grand-
mother, Polly dled in her childhood, I think of croup. B.E,B.)
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_ Saturddy fhe 18th of Feb. &5
Daar Purwell, '

Your letter of the 13th come to hand yasterdsy, aul Just 2s I
expected, you had bepgun to wonder whot was to pay. I wrote in good
tims, and thought to send the latter to town the next day after I wrota
1t, bub missed seesing your Uncls Tom's buy'wgfn he passed, snd didntt
get another oprortunity in a wosk, and then 7 sent 1t by a soldier,
and so I don't knew that you ever will get it. I2€ me kaoyw when you
write agsin whether or not it has reached you.

I am sorry that Graham had to leave. I do hope you will not
have to go, tut 1f you should, try to get with Buck Wms. or somewhers
out of teach of bulleta, 1f it be 2 posaible thing, cBatk has 2 lot of
great big able men with him, riding about locking [orfijdand giving rs-
celpts, when such a3 you cauld d it just ss well as ey,

The negotiation gele blew over just aa I expected it would, end
I fear the recognition yarn will run out the sams way. This wer is s
terrible thing, and I hardly know what to do or say about 1t, only
thaet we 811 should try 2nd be prepared for whotever fate awsiis ua,
whether 1t be to ldve or to die. Uf all men under the sun, the scldl-
or has the grestest need of pity. Amid the privations »ftxx and herd-
shipa incldent to a. soldler'as life, he needs the con2olafiions of the
gospel, and nothing tat gracs can pressrve him fivoa the vices &and dzsn
follies which have doubtloss marred many a promising young men, Lai
me urge yon then to make it your first, chief, and constant concern teo
be a Christian, Gof demerds nothing tut a willing heert. He never -
neglactsd & repenting sinner and never will. :

I ¥now that I have not seid much to you all on this important -
subjact, tut I heve felt much. My anxiety for the temporal and stars |
nal welfade of my children since thils war commenced has been more then|
I thought my human nature could bear, God grant that we mey all fin-
a1ly be permitted to meet togsther in a world where wars and Tumors of
wapr ¢an never diaturb us, snd where love, peace, snd joy reign fﬂl"ﬂi‘fﬁr,_ﬁ

I have heard of no casualtieszs from among our county boys of lsto
axcapt Dr. Tyrrell's son wssa killed, and Levister woundesd in the fight
near the plank rosd, ths 9th I think 1% waa, i

I have just made you a hat, cap ruther, It 13 very nlce snd well
made, and I think you wounld like it. It is not made suvldisr fnzhion
et all, It has a piece arcund the head little more than an inch wids,
and then a aort of bell crown like (Georgs's bleck velvat ona, 1t 13
made of blsck brosdcloth arnd lined with silk. If you want it sent teo
you, sugroit somne wex of sending it, and then il you don't like it, yuou
gan sell it for 20 or $25, snd thet would got me a gocd chance of paper,
needlea, &2, %c. I 2lso intend to hava you & abtrsew het made if I can,
and Mrs, Fullford says she will make 15, we hsve bargained for 1%,
and in fsct, I hove alresdy pald her for 1t, Bad pagymsater to poy be-
forehand. I don't know as it cun vte made before whest pgets rips.

. Your Pa hasn't loat & great many plgs, but has lost soveral shssg,
#rite tolerably socn and 18t me know 1L you got my obther latter. If ro
- must write sofe of 1t over again, If convenisni, you may subacribs
Tor the N. O, Christian Advocate for ma. think tha price ia %10 per
yoar. Heve 1t amt £t o the sddrsss of “"Mra. X, P, Davis." lMoka bhasts
and 2end i% on; I want it,
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I think the paper is §$10. If hovaver it is mors and you think the
Yanks will break it up before tho end of the year, you could pay the
$10, and let it coms as long as it will for thet amount,

we are well, Let me hear from you scon, and if you have to
leave, I hope you can cell at hoe s few duys. This is Monday, and
John #ma, has Just passed and 1aft §75. 1 have rocently rec'd a lot-
ter from Jim H. He i3 at Bellfleld on Provost guard, llvely as ever,
Do you know this A. J. Barber? Hes says he 1is well nscquainted with
Mrs, Klizabeth Blount, says her son, Capt. Tom Blount, was killed in
the 7 days fipght around Richmord while carrying the flag of the 30th
H.'C. Reg. I have heard you speak of the very circumstance, but you
didn't know who he was,

idlea, your affecz, la.
: R.F.Davie,

(@ritten on a small pilece of paper was the following note:

“Mr. Davis,
lMr. Reynelds purchased for me today 20 btushels of fruit

frem you. I was glad to get 1t and will tako all that I c:n met. I
am en aAgent for Dr. Chambliss Hospltsl, and it 1s an N. C., Hespltal
and cur soldilers ars much in need of"

{The page was cut off here. On the other aide it says:

"to this,and I shall be mach obliged to you. I will keep the bogs un-
til youn send for them. L2t me know if we can get any fruit, butter, or
candles in your neighborbood,

Respesctfully yours,
Kate V. Chambliss,
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{istter not doted, but ewvidsntly in the spring of 16553}

donday mornling.
aar Purwell,

8 have had the prattlest weather, I moan the prettiest ralns
for a week or two I ever ssw, and vegetetion 1s dolng the beat, I ex-
pect, ‘[he potato bed ia well bulged up, and wlll b8 very green in &
dsy or two. we have 3et a few rows of cabbage planta, and have a good
many little ones and plenty of tomato vines as high as my finger. The
lot corn i3 up finz and grovwing off. Hugh =2ays it 1z the prettiest
piecs he has seen thls ysar, asys his Pa's wheat is excellent. Ile ex-
pects to meke 1000 bushels, and as many barrels of corn, and has throe
cane crushera, or intends to have, and has bought two boilers, gava $80
in Naleigh for the bottoma only. :

Your Orandma is off on her & menths furlough, started % after 5
and expects to dine at Hut'a. Frank Pavis has just coms in with a
fizh hook stuck into his thumb for your Pa to cut 1t out, but he has
backed out and ssys he must go on to the Dr., 30 he 1a off again, and
when ha pets there it will be &3 bad as 1t was nere snd at home, 0 I
rackon he will g0 on gver to your Uncle Johnts. .

well 1t does seem hard that we cannot hzwsr from our boys. +hy 1s
the community kept 1ln this dreadful suspense? I fesr the state of af-
Teirz 13 ao vory bad that it 1a desmed most prudent to withhold it S
from the public. 4&l2st han the curbalin 1s raised, whst shall we bek
hold? Your Aunt Jennie is almost deranged about hsra, and almost upon
atarvation et thet. &She has sont to your Unele Sam's teday, and says
she hasan't an sar of corn or o pisce of mesat 88 large as her hand. Oh

Lord} help us all I pray. K.

Thursday, I he:rd loat night sfter dark that one of your Uncle Tom'sﬁff
negroes was to 7o to Haleigh today, ish 1 had known it in time to

send you my letter to you. I fear you will get impatient to hear [rom
homs, e have sbout 1000 tushels of potatoes yet, and I cut up 24 for
coffes, which mada 4, I have about one bushel of apples only. Jia
Foote 18 able to ride to town in a esrriage, tho some think he never
will get woll,

whr dosan't the weskly Journal coma? 1 suppose it hasn't start-
ed yoet. I don't know whazt we should have done for newa but for the
papara you huve been sending us, PFut i3 mmuch plensed learning the "def
and dum" alphatet.

(The above letter 1s written on thiee different plecez of paper. On
the beck of one 18 part of a note from someons, but not signed,. IG
reads

"ae. the 1lith, 64, Aunt Becea, I received your ncte this morning ord
hasten to enswer it. I am glad to hear that Cousin CGeorge 1s dolng so
well, but sorry to hear that Cousin Purwell i3 alck. Jlmmy has re-
celved your letter some time ago, but had not answered it as late as
the 26th of Hov., tut stcid he would do it in a fow days, In ono of his
letters he wrote that he ----"

{I think "Crandma'a 6 months furlough” wea her ennusl visit to har oth-
ar daughters, my maternsl grandmother, ilrs. Jackson Egerton, neair Lous
isburg, and Aunt Nannia Foote in wake Forest., "Mat" was Grondma's old-
est son, M. 8, Duvis, who lived in Loulzburg. "Hugh" waa my uncla,
thugh Epgerton.

I thousht "Frank Usvias" was Uncle Jonn's son, it the Znd paragraph
agands 1iks he was not, but o reletive, so L den't know. B.E.E.)
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Jamvary the lGth, 1869
Doar Capy:

I have bcen thinking of wrlting to you for sometims, tmt my eyas
are so bad of f 1 dread to undertske it, for I could not see a 1llns if
there was one on the parer, at I went to see you snd Sel so bad I will
go to it blind and talk to you if I cannot s=2e you, I em as woll as
when I left and some blinder. ily syez are quite psinful and there 1is
a glusa over them 2ll of the time, very painful at night, .

I have been to Mattls twice, stayed two weeks the lﬂst time. I
went to a reading circle ong night with Lou; Matt wea not well enou
to go. It was held at lrs. Person's that ﬁight, and Wrs, Person sai
I had to come. !Niss Camilla CGoodlow was the ledy reeder, end Doct.
Crenshaw the gentleman, Thay have them every “ednesdey night &t pri-
vate homss, tut it's just to meet topgether to amuse thamaslves, ArG
i3 not much reading done, 1 stayed at lirs, Person's part of the time
I was in Loulsburg, but I had to go back thot night with Lon. They
had the circle at Joe Yavis's last Wednesday night, Ur, Jones Fuller'a
this week, and so on. llaven't seen either of the }iss Browns since I
came out last, don't know whethar they are in Franklin or wWarren,

Jackson and Hugh have hired as many hands as thaey nesd und ure
golng on bravely., Five of his own mon that he raised have com2 back =
and bepged him to take them back, scne of them say "Forever."” Five or
aix of his women too.

I should like to know how you £ll are getting on dewn there.
Therat's no way to gat zlong with a lNegro but to moke them kanow thsir
placs. Jackson's don't zgem to knew thot they are free; they go sarly
and lates, night or day, Hary has a new wxmE cook and 3 new house girl.
They seem very anxzious to plesse, but they are rether rsw hands «t the
buainesa. They will try to pleass I think, for they know she will not
keep them if they don't, but the cook is e besutiful washer and ironer.
She belonged to Sam Beddie,

Well I reckon Pattie has got in her mansien. Have you been to
sge her? I want you %o write ms all abcut everything thatts taksn
placs since I left, who 1a dead and who 1s married, snd who has got a
Laby, ahd who is going to have cne, lot you, I hope., How 13 it with
Sam's wife, and how do the two Pats and Annie come on with thelr sweet-
hearts, and is Simon Fleuing married or not, and has your mother besen
to sse your brother Nat yet? I saw lrs. Creton in Loulaburg and 0Q,
how she did pralse you up to the hishsst noteh, "What a fine grand-
denghter-in-law I did havel™ I told her I was aware of that, and she
8ald she verily bellieved your mother was the beat woman in the worild,
She said shs waa going to Fhil Alzton's in a few days., I saw her and
her alster Temps King at Doct. Zya Joe Kingla. Doct. Joes ia going %o
move to Warrenton next week to supply Doct. iiilson's slaca, Docters
are gztting right mngry for rich fclks about hera, and theyt'll psrish
before they get their money, they say.

Mve my love to HMaude: +t2ll her I was glsd to hesar whst = grest
fot boy her baby had had got to be. Oive my love to Matildm, Fattias,
Emma snd Annje. 1 zm very sorry for Metilde, She has sesn trouble
with her children., Don't Ist 3al forpet me entirely. If she dosa I
3hell hate 1%, & li%tle imp; I wish I could zee hor. L em afraid shs
will be like some 1little "pige"™ hera., They are afraid of md and run
and hollow every time sthey see me, If you de, 9sl, I mean to whip rcu;ﬂﬂl
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You cuin write ma 2009
Give my love to lrs.
you

1 shonld ite to hear from Mary lawell,
Lnews. L1 have nothing interesting to tell you,
Chock, Tom's, led'a, sind Sam's folks, and talke what is loft far

end Sal and Burwsll.

All join ma in love,
Zl1izabath Pitehford,

(The above letter was written by my great graondmother, Elizabeth Davis
Pitchford te Uncls Burwell's wife. The Louisburg peopls she mentloned
are names familiar to me, but moat of them had passed awcy before my
day, thoulip I remember™iiiss Camllla Goodlow"snd “"the Mss Browns." She
was visiting her doughter, "Mary," who was my grandmother, and my grand-
I:ther Jackson Egerton, snd spent part of her visit with her grandaon,

“Eatt,” and his wife, "Lou" Davis.

The .arren County relatives she asaks sbout or sends mesaages to
&@2 all mentioned in Grandma's letters and arc to be found in the index
of this bock. One of the "Fats" mentiocned in ths 5th paragraph was my

The only person membicned in the letSter still living (1955)

mcether.
is the baby "Sal," Uncle Burvell's oldest dsuphter, now 83 years of 609 .
EGE'IHQ}

Elizabsth Davis rltchford was bora in 1709 and died Mar. 5, 1875)
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> Creex, l1lGth Sept. - 85
Yrs. Yameron,

Dosr Tempe, all tha tims during the meeting a ¢t Shady Crove bthore
adsmed to b2 so much %o remind me of you, and I kept thinklng of you
every dey, so flnally I decided that, 23 I couldm't see you, I would
Just write you a few "random cketches," ss the nswspapers sometimes
say. In the first placs, I think we hed qulte sn interesting meeting,
gapicially for old Shady. £ have never ssen such larpge congregations
(during the week) befors. 3ome duys + feared that the loaves and fish-
63 would not be sulficlent to feed the maltitude, but I think there
was quite encugh on every occassion, tho Mr. Dameron, on ons occasion,
asemed to think the supply was short, but I sww meat and bread on tha
table alfter sll were "filled" and hsd ieft.

I think we had some rude chaps around our table (sometimes) of
the juvenlle persuaslon, not so very juvenila either. I saw a lody
try to slice a cake she had broupght, ard 1t was nearly taken away from
her, but I am sure that I em sstisfied if all the others ere, and I do
not feel inclined to camplein, only thet I lost 8 dish, btut I will not
complain at that., It was only a small whits one, and is thas only arti-
cle that 1 have ever misplaced on auch occasions, so I think I hava
baen exceedingly fortunate. '

Now I must say something ebout Julla -- I think thet i3 the name
of your little givl, I thought she was very interasting., I looked
snd locked at her svery day, and she 2uang every day, ant really lookad
ilice she was singing with "the spirit and the understending'alsc, but
of course such was not the fact. She 1s a very stylish looking child
in her white dresses, breoad gskhes and more ard most espocislly thoss
handsome little iters and fashlonable stockings. HNow I reckon you
will wonder how I happsned to serutirnlize and criticliss your c¢hild so
¢lossly, and I can't tell you why it was, but somehow or other, ahe
did sttract my attention rather more than most of the other ladisz. I
think Bro. Holden laboured faithfully, and Hr, Dameron and Miss Hennle
filston were very efficlent, and many others also, but poor me, I could-
even sing or pray 8s 1 ought to, and felt very insipnificant.

Pat Jeoft Just before the meeting. I reckon ahe didn't lika to
carry hapr children or to leave them, They sre very interestling ilttls
cnea, but not on the model order, not up te her expectations by any
meona. She 1fitéAded to make them parfectlon, but they are mort=l, and
nave to bs coerced and corrected just Iike other children, but shs is
& Taithful mother, and spares no pain in regard to the welfare of heyr
shlldren, She nev~r tirss; ahe 1Is quite thin but very well, arnd haus
more aherpgy than a littls. It geems that she can accomplish whatever
she undertiekes, but she hea 2 now baby every year, just like you, and
whnat can a vroman accompllish at that rete, unless they have s double a-
mount of Zesal.

I mist tell you something about  that boy, Edward, of hers. He
nhas absconded several timea when he finds the gate not barred uagalnst
him, and one timd he went to a gin house sbout 50 or 100 yards distant,
found a little hole and crept in, =o he says, and threw rocks in the
well., ie was at the gin when found and showed the little hole and said
ha “wipgled™ in. Pat zaid she couldn’t sleep that night at all, 3o
n9xt 4oy ahe sent him to ma, and I kept him six weseks. .The well has
ne curb, only two planka lald over 1t. iis greatest desirs a to thror
rocks In the river. e always takes s rocik in hils hand and atarta to
tha river when he gets oub of the guie.
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I dld intend to finish oun tho other sheet, btut found ro room to putb
my nama, so your 389 T had to tele manothsr sheet, and by the way, I
havo not ofTered my ecrprraitnlationz. I heor that you have 2 zon and
that you ars well, 3c piassa acceph.

I regrabped not geeing your Pa a% crea. Mr, Davis says he is
guite aure that your G'dps Wme! was not older at the tima of hla death
than your Pe 18 now, but I jueas his lather waa 80. As we have been
discussing the matter, I will thank you to ascertaln the fucta, and
ask ir., Daperon to tell Mr. Davia at church, for not other resson than
to see which guessed nsareat. I ahall not ask you to write that, or
anything else. I would not impose on you so mach, for I am aure that
411 your time ahd attention must be fully occupled with your nouashold
carcs and duties, and I feol like I am now almoat imposing on you.
Your ¥a pevar did like to write at all, I don't knovw how 1t may be
with you, hut suro I will not requibe 1t of you.

#e¢ hed & fine shower of paln last Sat. Eve - and I guess you have
had some since that time. <+t mey benefit the turnips, cabbage, and
potetoss, but the lase ccin doean't ssem tu be henefittsd in the leasty.,
Fralit 1s rather scarce ned except grapea, (ie have a pretty good crop
of scuppernongs, out thag are not quite ripe enough to beghn on. I
have praserved some paachas which -Pattie Pitchford sent me. e have
but few treea, and those are sarly end soft. Billlie haa quits a lot
of young trses on hand, and grape vines and all such.

I have been resding some of Sam Jones' sermons, and surse ha i3 a
curioslty. Hia styie is coerse, mlucat valgar. ﬁa uses a lot of slong
and ofteh bad prammar, shich seems to it into his style and composi-
tion very well, but he 1s certainly orthodox, and touchea the tender
places, and perhaps suits for a Georgia preecher, but somehow or other
1t wouldn't do for cur minister to say such things, and to say them
11ko he doeas. The sermons that I read were presched et High Bridge
pamp meeting, and were sald to cut "gwine and coming.”

Pat's baby 1s nine months o0ld, and atrange to asy she 1s pursing it
yet, or was when she left two weeks slnce. Ita name is Blenche ililimot,
¥Minnise JWoldon Beems to be about the size and age of Julia, She was
¢arried up to Hickory in July and stayed with her Aunt Minnle about
aizx weaka, Frank carried her on an excursion train bound for that fa-
mous Blaak Mountain hotsl, and when they got to Rickory, her trunk waa
bottom, and no chance to get it. 3She ssid, "Ch, I would give $100 dol~-
lars for my trunki"” It was cerrles on, however, and brought back next
dey. Her sunt has trisd to get her every summer since she has bean up
there, but something or other always happened to prevent, I wish I
eould tell you some of her tricks up there. 3She went to the theatar
and went on ths stage end asked a little girl her name and who learned
her to- “sing so pretty. iHow, dear Temps, plesse excusze old Gidma
fer telling long winded atories about G'dchildren end oblige.

I wish I could 3¢e you and talk over our affairs in general, and in
rticular all sbout ferming, gerdendng, chickens, and children. Now
think 1t 1a about time to wind up, je3tv I may not find room on this

sheet for =y slgnsturs, w#s are all well, and I hope that you all are
ditth. Iuch love to you and all yours, end with meny good wlshed and
eternal welfere of all, I hid you adieu. ha ever, your frisnd,

R. P. Davis.

-
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Crgak
Mondey, 18%th Lpril, 87
Laar a3 Yempse, -

It has been guite a loag time zince we met, ui good friends nover
forget sach other, and I sam often raminded of you in one waoy or snother.
I know you arce there, aml even that affords me much conzclation. And
now, in-as-much a3 1% may be arnother long time sre I see you, I will
Jusat write you a few 1lines and inform you thut I em atill 1n the land
of the living #nd didn't freezs or starve during sll the long cold win-
ter and spring, but on the contrary spent the time plessantly and en-
joyed axceollent health. e have had but little apring aa yet, but
summer will come by and byes, I don't attend %o my garden ncw ss I onee
did, and that for several remspnz, but I have set out a new strawberry
bed of the sharpleas varlety. Tney are very lsrge, very early and
white. Pat sent we a few vines sbout the first of March, snd I thouzht
I would try them. I have no objsction to red atrawberriss at all; they
are good snough for me, but as “variety 1s the spice of 1life,” I thought
I would try & little of the apice.

#e have lota of 1lttle chickens on hand. They are mostly down
at the horse lot; we have a hen house there, and Biilie sttends to 1t.
1 reckon you wonder what I do. sll, not much of anything. I do noth-
%EE: tdh I love to work, But since Nr. Usvis has become so very b1Ind

read for him right much of my time, and that bresks into my srranga-
ments, and I lose lnterest in my work, He has alwuys been very lond
of resding, end I con't bear to ses hinm loocking so sgd arnd loneiy.
I naver knew him to be dejected undar any elrcumstancss befers this
visltetion of blindness came ao auddenly on him. Of courss it mokas
ma feal sad too, but thow we may be very thankful that 1t i3 as well
wilth us as 1t is. Iis health 18 real good at pressnt.

Cary snd the girla went up te lrs. sAllends s week sgo todsy to
stay the wsek out. They hadn't been for a long time. They found Min-
nie'a children all with whooping cough and Hdinnie nearly broksn down,
hadn't had a night's rest for 3ix weeks, They also have measlas in
the yard, and have both at ilra, Hodwell's with Drs, 1q attendsnce at
both places, Ier punt, lirs. Parefoy, died the nexi dsy sfter they went
up, and lira, Allen wea summoned by telegram and went up to #. Foreat
end stayed some t&) or three days, so I am shinking it was a bad time
for a plessure trip. I have been to ses ilrs, Tom wme. cnce, and spent
& long evening with her, and I iike her ever so much. B35he is 8 real
zood nelighbor, but not much of ¢ visiting ore, aend who is? 4And zs for
Tom, 1 think he is a better man then he represents himsalf Lo ba. He
1a wvery plessant at hla house, and he meens what he says, and says
Hghat he means in tusinesa matiers,

I hove a recent lestter from I'st, no, no%t suv very . .. . . . recant,
wrltten a weck ago today. She said her shrawherries were set oubt 1like
cabbage and were ealmest &3 large, ond sa full of blooms ss could ve.
Frank suffered more this last gore winter than he has ever before, anrd
for the lengest tlme, snd he regquires a greant deal of attention in hia
S0 o extreme sufferings to kesp 1llfs in him, snd Patts baby was very
yuuang, and T an 2ura they rmst have had & herd tiwe, but she has lota
el energy, snd Fra2mk has too, and thera 13 rmoh recupsrative power Iin
a atreng will, snd a dstermination, by Qod's favor to battls wisth 4dif-
ficultiza, rank happened te Le in H. Y. during that ©old 2pell we head
in March, snd ho sulfferzd excaoedingly. Faot'a baby was born surly oa
the morning of elsction day., I toid hner he same in time to vote, ab
wnsn't guelified,; and alhie hoa namad nim Frank, and I donlt 13ka 1t at
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2all. I iHold her fo writ and cull the tenth one by that name. I told
them 211 not to nume ary more bebiea after daddies arnd G'daddles, tut
%o branch off snd try something ued ol a whilse.

I have be=n wanting to see Jim, your brother, ever slnce he <cane
back to W, C., but nevzr could came up with him, but while I was with
Pat last fall, he cams, and on my arrivul home, I waa informed that
Jim had been to se®a ms, znd 1 wss vary proud of his visit, snd very
mach regretted his coming et that time, or my being from nome at that
tims, but about a wesk later I haard Hr. Dgvis and Billie say some-
thing about the book he was trylng to sell, 30 1 learned that he was
on busl nsss, which took the shine off s 1little, but not much; why not
mix up business snd pleasure when convenient? 4t would surely meke me
think of the good olden days times (to see him) when he was a 1ittle
boy, and I uaed to viait the family at Sunny 111, and I can truthfully
say, "long, long bs my mind with such memories filled.”

I undaratand that your Pa's health has improved. snd that Wls
last days may be his best days in meny respects, I asked ir, Uavia
1f he was at clmrch last meeting day. #e sald, "I don't knows 1
coculdn't ges him, but I think if he had vesn thars, he would huve spoies
en to me." Ir, ﬁavis 9aid that morning that he was doubtful cof sver
going to Shady Grove apgalin himself, and 1 don't go for several reszons,
and one good one is enough. I cun't lesave, and I can't get there ei=-
ther, 30 you all must wetech over us and not let us become heathenized.
If need be you mmat 3esnd over misajionariss, I hope you haven't the
measlss and cough smong your little ones. They are both very prevalant,
but do try and take one &t a time, and that will be bad encugh.

I réckon Julia 18 mo&t large snocugh to go to school, but perhapa
you, llke Pat, are in no hurry, She says HHinnie is so little and so
delicate that she doean't care to a~nd har juat yet. Florence Eﬁ{, the
third ons, went with her Adunt Minnie héme to Hickory, amd I wish I had
time end space to"%ell particulars., I love to hesr about the little
ones, and I like to talk and write sbout them also, and I would be ever
30 glad to see you and all the children, and I hope to do so in the
near future.

Wwell, now a wiford about fsrming. I sm no fermer, but I am much
interested in 1t tho, but 1t spems to me to be at u low ebb, and 1
think farmers ore much discourapged. There seems to ba a derk cloud in
the mgriculturzl sky, 2nd we are sll litcawber-llke, "walting for some-
thing to turn up.” But I nust not semplain, for I am not in suffering
cireumstances, and "GOrace for today 1a all that we need, for there nev-
ar will be 8 tomorrow, For tomorrow will be only apother today, with
1ts mixture of joy and sorrcw,” '

I hope that Mr. Dameronts health 1s fully restored, as % have
heard nothing of his having been sick for a good long time. ile wes
ffuite sick when I was at your houss, BPBurwell is often sick; he has
an 8 ttack of chills very frequently. Fat has not as yet Informed me
at what time she expects to make her anmul visit to us, Somstimes wh
ahe comss twice, in April and then agein In July or fupust. They ebe
all very well now, and with mach love to your own dear self and sll

your family, I bid you adiem,
K, P, Davis,

Wow I don't require asny reply to this article, I am not very
exacting of my correspondents. A vislt willl answer every parpose.
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This 1s lir. Davis? birthdny, He 13 81 yesars old, and I am 75, and we
fiwvo certolnly lived in en eventful ape, 1f our own livas have not bsen
very oventiul. And ncw the rencwned Hr, Beacher has lelft us, and lika
Cluverius, without hsving mode & cenfesslon. NMay the pgood Lord have
m2rey on ua 2ll, we wera curtalnly very sorry it happened so that we
aawWw g0 1ithle of Mra, Tuxben yma, lzst sumer when we went to call on
her. I fain would have 1% over apnin if I could,

Back's new baby is namad for or ufter Nrs. F, N, Egerton, but
don't know what they intend to c2ll it. They have only one boy. Hia
name is dJelden Thomas, called by the first., Billle cama from thera
this morning and Georgo laft for N, York.

Creek, . C,
Jan 16, 9%
Mrs. J. A. Usmeron,

Decy Tempe,

I have been thinking of you ever so vich for several daya, and
feel that I cannot be satlsfied until I wrl's you a few linoes, I wish
vou %0 kneow that I feel for you, that I hearvily sympethize with you
in this your tirst sovrow in that dirsction, “he loss of your "sweotest
snd brightest baby." I know that you are hur', and that you connot re-
fraln from grief, but then I hops and believe vhat your Christlan for-
titude will svatain you, and that Pfcu fully re:lze that vou have ona
tire leas on earth and one more in Hsaven,

"Bear your crosa mﬁeklﬁ,
Earth has no sorrow that ileaven cuaniot cure.”

Bllile wiahed snd intendsd to go with Jonas tiat evening, ond we
Wwished 1t also, but it was 30 lste, snd so intensely cold, and we had
no one to cars for us but him, and felt so very depserlent that we wera
loth to heve him leave us. e are tolerably wells o., - - - ==
I have been astanding the cold weather very well, but i hodds on and
holds on, emd I am afrald its effachs will be telling 4. msny inetunce.

I write 2 short letter this tlms, and must now loc- arcand me and
try to prepare for the very coldest night of the season. sdieu, snd
may Heawen healp you and yours,

Your friend,
H. P. Davis,
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{The followlng lethter is not duted, but s3ams Lo have been wrliten in
the late summar cor full of 1883, sine~ 1t was noii too long after Uncle
Billia's marriage to Mr. Vsmeron's nieca, Mamis Pameren. Tho were
married June 7, 1893, B.F.B,)

Yrs, Yamaron,
Ugar Tompa,

. I am right unwell with a cold, but feel disposed to wrlte you e
line. I was real glad you zent Julia over, snd real gggrg'whﬂn she left.
She was so bright and nsppy a1l the tlms, and helpfuljwhen naad be, and
a3 ladylike a3 a mature lady need be.

I always admired the child and I have told you so before. .hen
sha left sl¥ come to ma and told me how pleasantly she hed pasaed her
time and seemsd to thank me for the part thut I had contriEbuted just
as the grovn lmdles often do, MNamie took lmmedlate pogboasion of har,
but Julia wes bound to divide her time to some extent., I was real well
all the time the girls wersw ith us and enjoyed their happiness, bLutb
have been sick =1l this wesk, I did intend for lHamie to play lady for
one month, but alas, before she had time to look around she was preased
into service, but it seems to bear lightly on her,

I am not sure you can read this, so I will c¢loss with love to

all, adiau,
Yours truly, _
K. p.d. to Mrs. John Vsmeron.

{These lstters (pp 104-109) were written by Grandms to a friend and
neighbor, lrs. John lUameron, who kept them &8s long as she lived. Mrs.
bameron's daugnters, Tempe and #ells, lant them to mes to copy.

Thos2 mewtlonsd in the loatter beaidea Mr. and irs, Yamcron wers
their dsughter, Julia, and their "littie ones" (other names not given)
{but the little girl who died (p. 1lo8) was named Imla:) Mrs. Dameron's
parsnts, Ilir. and Mrs. John Buxton Willisms; her brothers, Jim and Jo-
nas Jms; her grandfather Wms: (p. 1058); her ecousins, e, and Mrs. Tom
vm3. and Miss Nannis ilston,

Members of Crsndma's family named in the letters mre her sons,
Burwell, George and Billie; TUncle burwell's wife, Cary, and their
dsughters, (Sallie and lamie); Uncle George's wife, "Beck," their son,
+ieldon Thomas {born the seme day I was), and "Beck's new boby" named
Pattie Bet for my mother; Grandma's daughter, Pat, and Pat's husbund,
Frank N. Egerton; their children, Minnie, Edward, Flcrence lay, Blanche
{I'm Blenche) and Frank; sand Uncle Billle's wife, Yamis, '

Also in the letters are "Mrs. Allen,"({Aunt Cary‘s mother?) "Minnis,
who was Uncle Sam Davis' dsughter and married iunt Cery's brother, Wal-
ver hllen, and thelir children (Eva, Iucy, and Sam) parspgraph 3, p. lo6.
Mrs. Hodwell iIn the same paragrsph, was Lunt Cary's sistep.

"Bro. Holden", psstor of Shady CGrove Church st that time.
B.E.B.)



Peer Mattlie,

Yours of the £75h was duly rec'd, and I was evsr 30 glad Lo hear
from you and that great big 1ittle baby, btut just to think, you didnié
avan teli us what 1t s named, so I nresume you have foiund no nmus as
vat that 1s pretty enousghi. I 2xpect you would like to honor your la
by giving 1t her nams, but she snd I think we have the very ugliest
aori of namea, Ferhaps your other mome hes a pretty name.

I hepe she 1s a good quist baby, and I know you will try to teach
her to b2 8 gocd quiet woman 1like your own dear self, I asked Billle
if your Dr. Founbain was still with you, but he dldn't know. I thought
you would like Hannsh, from what I hed heard of her.

well, den’t we have tad weatherl It 13 bad on farmers end on all
mulmonary and consumptive conutitutions, and there have beer very meny
fatalities &1l ercund far and wear. I wish Blanche could Gome snd sbay
some with us; she is a very lovable chsrecter and mmch belovad by ell
and egpecially by U'dma.

I am glud if Joe did have & good time, but I can’t imogine how
he contrived it, only "whaere there's a will, there's a way.” I should
suppose the - pgads were in very bad order, I should dread it 4°F
I had to go over them, or even to Arcola or warrenton. If I live and
remnin well, I sxpect to vialt Arcola - . and Loulsburg after s while,
but I heve no plan made out azs yat, I am sorry Viols failed to pgot
that biroom 1n time, tut that broom ahs shall have, soon or 1ste, but
it seams S0 bs ull lster,

I hope you can come to see us when the roads and the westher sesm
suitable. 1 am real glad that you love Joe's mother so much, and thag
they sre so kind to you, but that Is all just as I expected. Everybody
ioves good folka; relliglon is lovae. "lLove the brethgren; by this you
shell know,” etec. ate. _

Now about that letter which you wrote me and never more heard of:
I will tell you jJust how it wea, There were many thinss I wanted %o
E¥now after I had been home a while from ircela, and I ¥pumins ted” a
while as to wnlich one of the family would be best for me Lo write to
for all the information I wanted on &ll subjects, and I finally decided
to choose you, to do my letter jJjustice, and sure enough alfter a whils,
you replied to my letter, and that was Just sbout all of 1t. ALll my
correspondence 13 csrried on in just that way; we exchange occusionaldy.

No¥ let me tell you, I rec'd a letter froma S. C. lady recently.
She sald she saw my name in the Comstitution; ssid her mother was named
Ellzabeth Devis and she was from N. C. I wrote her that my mother was
also named Elizabeth Davis, and it secemed like vwe ought to be a little
kin, but that I hardly thought we were. 3ellis said, "Tell her that
you think we are siaters." She signed her name "Martha E. Jatson." I
wrote her that she didn't let me know 1f she were a maid or metron, btut
I presumed that she was s malden lady, heart whole and funcy fres, but
I woald net give her any advics on tha subjeect of matrimony, for if she
married, she would repent it, and if she dldn't marry, ahs would re-
sent it .
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I am in my room wrilting; I hove nice fires, Edward slesps with
we every night, and he i1s n nice 1little bed feoow follicy., He uses his
knife and fdrk which you guve him three times evary day, 1 sanetimes
ask "Who gave you that knife and fork?" He says, "Mattie."™ You sea
hs has no cousins at all,

Yes, you were surely kind to Memis and W's first child, and she
never forgot, and never intendsd to forget it, and neither do I. Oh!
It 18 8o nice to do such a great favor as you did in caring for hor
and the child, and I kiow, when the propew timo comes you will hear
the welcome plaudit, "Well done, good and faithful," ete., ete.

Well, such a long letter and nothing in 1t. Billie and Blanche
arswry well, and Edward end I also. At Burwell's they are about as
usual., With kindest regard and best love for you ell, adiesu and may

ilesven bless you.
G'dma,

(This letter written by Grandma to Uncle George'a daughter, Mattlie, 1is
Still one of her treasures. Iattie married Jofseph Hunter, (referred

to in letter as "Joe.") The "greut big little baby” in the first para-
graph was their first daughter, Iuls, now Mrs. Clerence E. Skillman,

and it was she who let me copy the letter. Hannah was the colorsd mrse.

Mamie (near clese of letter) was Uncle Billje's fipat wife, and
Edward was their oldest child. S8ellls waa Uncle Burwell's oldast daugh-

ter.

I was the "Blanche” in the third paragraph. I did not go to
school that yesr, as my health was not very good, and I spent two
montha at Uncle Ceorge's at Arcola, and two months at Grandma's. The
Blanche in the lust papragraph was Uncle Billie's saecond wifs.

Grandps had died in June, 1895. B.E.B)
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illss HElla A, Alston;
Coar Elie,

Yours cof the 4th come duly to hend, and I hasten to raply,
tut fesr I connot give you any satisfactorn information in regard to
the pensalogy of your family. I have often heerd of Jacob Hunter, who
married a lidss 4lston, and ilved at the homs aftersards occupled by lir.
Billie Kearney, but I never knsw them.

I know thet Mra. Kearney had four aisters snd five brothers.
Their nemes were Tom, Sam, Billie, I'hil, and #hitmet Alston, The first
two lived and died in wake County; Blllie and Phil lived ard died near
my home. Whilt never married., Than I knew of your grandpa, Tom :Yhite
mel Alston, and his brother Sam, Both married Falcons, and I have
heard my ausband's father say that they were the moat superior women
in all that reglon round about, Put I do not know what constituted
supsriority in thoss days, whether good heart, or good menners, or
good looksz, but I doubt not that all were cambined, for I knew thea
both, and I still think they were the sweetest old ladles I ever met.

I expect you have heard of Jimmle Alston, who married e lias Som~
erville. His older brother John was in an asylum for many yeers. Then
theres was Ben, Doe, and Fhil, and one alster, Mizas MHary H. Alston, my
particular friend, for whom I named my first deughtar, and she received
in return a handsome watch and chain, and many other presents. 3hs
died near Memphis, Tsnn.

I amin my 86th ysar, so you zec I am old enoupgh to know many f/ff
things which I do not know. Thare were no railrosda when I was married,
no lamps, oll or matches. It seems as 1if averything has bean invented
or discovered aince I csame, axcept the discovery of America by Christ-
opher Columbus.

Now I em golng to tell you of the prettiest sight I ever saw. ‘
It was the fallin§ of the stars, or metecrlc shower, as the scientific
p=2ople call 1%, t cccurred in Hov. 1833. 1 wish I had time snd space
to describe it to you. Then ceme the cold Saturday, Nov. '35, then the
blg snow of Jen '57, then the big snow of Feb, 1899, and lust, though
nok leasat, the snow of 4th of April, '99. As I was unable to tz=ll you
what you wilshed %o know, I thought I would tell something anyhow,

It has been long since we met at church. I have been quite umvell
with cold end coupgh, Tut om improving and expect to go on a visitetion
to my . .- - shildren and grandenildren in Loulaburg ebout ten days henas,
I wll) bte with them two mnnthn, May and June, but I see not & atep be-
fore me, and 1 am sure I haven t much time shead of me; but I can livs
only & day at z tlme, and strength for todsy is 511 thut 1 nsed, for
thers never will be & tomorrow, tomorrow will be but another todsy with
1ts mixture of gelety and sorrdew.

idleu, and may Heaven bless you.
R.P.D,

{This letter was written by lrs., Bdward Davis (Rebecca) to IMiss Ella
flston, Saxon Hall, in 1889, a yesr and one month before the death of
the writer, The original letter was given to lirs. Yevis' great grand-
danghter, Alma Davis Scull (Mra., Froderick wWilliams) in July, 1944, by
Urs. iissourli Alston Pleasanta of Loulsburg, sister of #isa ﬁlla ~hlston,
This 1s the last known exiating letter written by that regarkabls letter
writer, Mrs., Hebecca P. Yavis

o Scull Wms. was the Yaughter of Uncle Ueorge Davia! dsughter
Csaufuri Davis 3cull and Leon Scull,



