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For Immediate Release

(Lincolnton, North Carolina, October 14, 2007) – The Lincoln County Historical Association (LCHA) has been awarded the Albert Ray Newsome Award for 2007 from the Federation of North Carolina Historical Societies to recognize LCHA’s outstanding achievements in preserving local history over the past twelve to eighteen months.  LCHA will receive the award and a $250 cash prize at the annual joint meeting of the Federation and the North Carolina Literary and Historical Association in Asheville, North Carolina in November.

Over the past eighteen months, LCHA has made contributions to the fields of history and historic preservation, and experienced success in and public support of all areas of its operations.  LCHA has secured numerous grants, written its seventh publication in ten years, facilitated the acquisition of various historic sites in Lincoln County, implemented five new annual programs, and hosted workshops and seminars attended by professionals from cities and counties throughout North Carolina.  

During the first two months of 2007, LCHA promoted and released its long-awaited website www.LincolnCountyHistory.com.  Ari Miller, local photographer, designer, and owner of Perception Arts designed the website and provided various photographs of local historic sites from his collection to populate the Historic Sites 

MORE

section of the site.  LCHA’s website holds information on local historic sites and other 

historic preservation material for the HPC, in addition to LCHA’s publications, new acquisitions, announcements, sponsors, and collections.  Recently, LCHA posted one of its audio files and full transcriptions from the Lincoln County Voices project.  

LCHA works incessantly to locate and secure grants from various local, state, and national funding sources, and over the last eighteen months has secured over $40,000 to fund its projects and programs.  The Marion Stedmon Covington Foundation of Greensboro, North Carolina awarded LCHA a $10,000 grant, and the National Trust for Historic Preservation provided $1,500 to contribute to the Eureka Manufacturing Company Cotton Mill project.  LCHA raised an additional $5,000 from a private donor to reach the goal of $26,500 needed to complete the study.  LCHA staff has secured other grants from the National Trust for Historic Preservation and BFI/Allied Waste for the Lincoln County Historic Properties Commission to conduct workshops on cemetery preservation, design and produce interpretive signage for the Battle of Ramsour’s Mill Revolutionary War site, and to utilize ground penetrating radar (GPR) at the Ramsour’s Mill Mass Grave. 


The Federation of North Carolina Historical Societies is a coalition of societies, associations, and commissions located throughout the state that are dedicated to preserving and promoting history in North Carolina.  Some member organizations have a statewide focus, while others may be dedicated to a single project like restoring a historic building in the county.  The Federation co-sponsors National History Day in North 

MORE

Carolina, offers interest-free revolving loans for historical publications, historical and educational videos or CDs, and special events, and sponsors workshops on topics of interest to historical organizations.  


The Federation established the Albert R. Newsome Award to honor Newsome’s advocacy for the study and preservation of local history.  He served as secretary of the North Carolina Historical Commission and as professor of history at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  


Visit http://www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/affiliates/fnchs/fnchs.htm to learn more about the Federation of North Carolina Historical Societies.
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