A True Detective Mystery

(True Detective Magazine — early 1950s) - .

They started out.one summer night on a casual errand.
What happened to them?

The Incredible Disappearance

By Pat Clausen

. Mysteriously missing members of the
Bryan family, Mary Rachel, 4, and her mother,
Lelia, 386, still being sought by SBI Director
James Powell (right).
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GARLAND Davis
“The hand keat follows intellect
can achieve.”

In Garland we find a practical, intel-
lectual, not easily convinced boy. He
is the possessor of d judgment and
foresight. Garland has a natural gift
for remembering History dates and fucts
—for if you are in doubt about a fuect in
History whether Ancient, Medimval or
Modern, just ssk Garland. We are all
interested in Garland and wish for him
a successful career in whatever he un-
dertakes.

Class Testator; Editor-in-Chief of
Annual; Member of John Charles Me-
Neil Society; Member of Basvball Team:

Member of Football Club; Member of.

Basketball Club; Librarian.

: LELiA LEWIS

“A smile for all, u greeting glod

A lovable, jolly way she hod®

Lelia—the kind of friend who sym-
pathizes, loves, forgives, forgets and
understands. If it 13 fun you are up
to Lelia is with you. If you are down
and out to Lelia. She will make you
laugh whether you feel like it or not.
Lelia is as true a friend as enc could
wish. If you don'"t think so just ask
Thelma Powell. Lelia has taken the
domestic scienge course—you wonder
what that means? Well it's a secret, so
don't tell—Lelia wrote on the curd
which we all filled out regarding our
future plans, “A preucher's wife"” as
the profession she wished to pursue.

Poetess of Senior Cluss; Member of
O'Henry Literary Society; Manager of
Basketball Club; Member of D. Y. C.
Club, 192122,

Rusy FieLps

“Hang sorrow—ecare will kill o cat

Therefore, let's be merry.”

Every ome knows that rubies are
very preclous gems and just so iz this
Ruby to the class of '23. Ruby's
hoppy smile and her plessant “pood-
morning” have won for her a place in
our hearts that will remain. She is
fond of music and oceasionally we see
her playing; .then aguin we find her
visiting businéss houses downtown, aus
well as in Lumberton—and what is she
doing? Why, colleébting “uds” for the
Adventurer. She is an ull-'round girl—
full of life and pep—that's Ruby.

Marshal O'Henry Society, 1922-"23:
Manager Adveniurer, 1922-"23; O'Henry
Program Committee, 1921-'22; Class
Song Writer. p
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THE CLASS OF 1923

We the Class of '28
Are here with sadness today;
We've fought and won the victory,
Along life’s dreary way.

. Tho' days have past and nights we've spent,

On lessons long and dreary;
Alas! Graduation day is here
And we are no longer weary. -

'Tis sad to part from High School days,
The days of joy and fun;

'T'is time to leave the little things,
And seek for great unknowns.

Some of us to college, will go,
While others stay at home;

Bui we hope that each will make success
Where ever he may roam.

But before we part, we wish to say,
Were it not for the teachers true;
We the pupils, would have limped
And never been able to pull through.

Ah! they were so kind to us,
Each one doing her part;

Teaching to us something new,
With a glad and willing heart.

Now may each be blessed with a home above,
When their teachings are all to an end;

And we the pupils who once they loved,
"On their works must depend.

'"T'is sad to think of leaving thee,
Never to meet here anymore,

But some great day we hope to meet
On God's great golden shore.

Oh! blissful moments how they fly,
And the time, it draws so near: ¢

When we must part from B. H. §.,
A school to us, so dear.

Are we not thankful to thee, Oh God,
Who has preserved our life;
And brought us safely through the stormas,
With neither h nor strife?
Now the precious moment has come,
And our hearts bid us tell
To friends and lovers both far and near,
Farewell, farewell, farewell.
T —Class Poet, LELIA LEwWIs, *23.
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MARY R AcHEL BRYAN
I YEARS OLD
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S ta t e A gent S || - SBI PROBES DISA_}';PEARANCE

‘Probe

- Disappearance

WILL SEARCH SWAMPS A .
‘ ir Raids
SBI Director Handy Asks

War Department For
Troops to Aid Hunt -

MISSING SIX WEEKS.

F]a-n to Search Wilmington,
Beach, Camp Davis
Swamp Lands Told

The .glx-weak-old disappearance of
¥rse. E. C. Bryan ‘of Carclina
seach, who,” with her four-year-
d daughter, BMary flu:hel. dropped
aysteriously from ' silght eon the
ight of May "10, held the nttentlon
ist night of local and stats au-
noritiez as Frederick C, Handy, a4l
ector sof “the . Stats Bureau of In-
estigation, announced ' “from; Ra-]
“Aghi thit: he had “reason to fear"y
it *the «woman and child. ha
=en vietlms of; foul play. x

Simultaheously, Mr. Handy T
raled: that' yesterday l.rtzrnu-un'-h;l
id telegraphed. the War depart-
ent In- Washingten, D. C., re-
aesting “the "ald of least 200
amp .. Davis soldlers. to comb
vamp.- lands . In the vicinity of
wrolinas Beach, Wilmingion and
wnp-Davie. ., | 70

Tnterviewed |, by ‘telephone - from

limin dast might by _Star, |

. director said-fhaf twe SBI

ents had been ~working In New

anover county;"for, the past ten|
ye-in an etfort *th "“break” thaj,
wan disappearance. He : refusedf

divulge what Information .orf

i alr little-tfaveled country roads,

tes thes agents had uncovered,
ideh, presumably, led to the re-
esf for army assistancs in scour-
: the swamp-.lands of this dis-
=% - "L r

- Golpg to Stors

4rs. Bryan, a comely J6-year-old
man, wifa of an A . Coast
w freight offics employs, ‘left
- beach. home about § o'clock on

Bryan

¥ .

Continued|
By Britigii

RAF Blasts Channel Cna;f
For The Thirteenth

Successive Night

-k

Mr. Bryan first reported the dis-
appearance to Carclina Beach au-
thorities about thres hours after
his wifs and daughter had falled

T.~to return .home. A check of the
grocery  store developed the fact
*that Mrs. Bryan ‘had not reached
there. '

On May- 11, at .-the request of

- -, Carclina - Beach ‘police, - sherifl's
hpuﬁﬂ_’jﬂ!n&@‘ the hunt for the
.missing palr. A s¥stematic search
was conducted of the forests -be-
tween the beach and Wilmington,

i and for twe days a private air-
plane was used to scout from the

For the first week after the dis-
appearance, Wilmington clity police,
deputy sheriffs and Carolina Beach
authorities dragged the Cape Fear

+ river *and numerous small inlets
end the inland waterway on the
possibllity that the woman, child

- and car had plunged Intd deep

. night:of . May 10, saying ehe| water.

chings 5 a = ; erry - F.B.I. Invesligates
E: = M-;gﬁm‘ﬂ.i“ ', Seven daya after -the disappear-
fast minuts belora™ths woman fnce the Federal Bureau of Inves-

the ,,}u:uu ths couple’s lttls
ghter-Jolned - her mother,, Mirs,

gn and Mary Rachel drove offj

‘he famlily's, Ford coupe. |
1ty have~ Hdt been seen nor
4 from since.

r. Bryan first reported tha dis-|

:arancs to Careclina Beach au-

tigatien “through It TWimingtlon
;" (Continued on Page Two; Col 2)

itlex about thres hours after

e

] . . .

LONDON, June 23.—\®—Erit- The-Stale Mureau' of Tnvesiizalion has eunlered the invesligallon
ain's airforece darkened the chan- Eﬁ}!ﬂ:: 1“:';1;: -]?luuﬁz‘:; tlmIll ?:r-t?rjnu:. ill.l:idmxrl};m o;l Mr:.nﬂ.l {;:::
nel twili with planes and ant o rolina 1, and her four-year-o ughler, Mary Rachel,

hhshd“ E:: :.:iuim ;““ anew | It was aunounced last night from Raleigh by Frederick . Handy, 51"1
tenlght in occeleration of the wvio- director. The stale dircctor sald thers was reason fo fear foul play.,
1 't tal oftensh hich indi- Jimd visited upon the mother and daughier, and disclosed that he had

&Nt AEra e whic nslied for permlssion o use 200 or mora (Camp Davis soldiers to search

reclly suppgrls the Russiafs on| certaln-swamp lands In this vicinfty.

. Mrs. Bryan amd her daughter
the djstant Easlern front. . dropped from sighi May 10. & i

R
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SBI STILL HOPES
TOFIND COUPLE

New Hanover Disappearance
Most Baffling Case in
SBI Experience

Alter more than a year of in-
fensive investigation, the disappear-
ance of Mrs. Lelia Lewis Bryan and
her four-year-old daughter of Caro-
lina Beach conlinues to be the mosl
haflling mystery ever tackled by
the State Bureau of Investigation.

SEBI Direclor Frederick C. Handy,
despeiring of ever finding the couple
alive, ssid yesterday his bureau
would 1ake a new tack in the search
unel comb the Inland Waterway lor
traces of Lthe automobile in which
ithe couple disappeared.

Agent James F. Bradshaw, whao
has vonducted exhausiive searches,
will use an electrical submersible
delector in the Inland Waterway
where It intersects US 421 on the
theory that perhaps Mrs. Bryan's
autornobile plunged inlo the chan-
nel on the night of May 10, 1841,
when she and her daughter disap-
peared.

The Bryans lived at Carolina
Beach, On th night of May 10, 1841,
Mrs. Bryan and her daughter drove
away from the home about 8 o'clock
to go to a store aboul two blocks
away, They never appeared at the
store, and no trace has been found
of them sinee thal nightl.

Commencing their zearch June 25
1541, SEI agents have fracked down
reparis of the couple far and wide,
as far awsy as New York Siale.
Agenl Bradshaw, glso a flyer, cov-
ered ihe New Hanover Counly tler-
ritory around Carolina Beach in an
girplane in the hope of sighling
some sign of the missing car, a 1935
black Ford' coupe, engine number
18-1833996 and 1841 N. C. license No.
210 -D56.

The Aulomobile Underwrilers As-
sociatlon was notlified lo walch for
the automobile in every stale inthe
ynion. Since Mrs, Bryan was a reg-
istered nurse, her picture and de-
seription were published In the
American Journal of Wursing. Pic-
lures of her and the inlant daugh-
ler, along wilth full deseriplions
~ere published in the bulletin of
he FBL .

If the search of the Inland Waler-
vay fails 1o produce any clue, the
Bl will face another dead end, bul
he case will nol be closed.

’EQOPLE URGED TO AVOID
HEAVY HOLIDAY TRAFFIC

Tar Heels planning Fourth of
uly week-end holidays-were urged
y Lthe ODT office here yesierday
+ lake their pleasure close 1o
yme 1o awvoid congestion of the
2le's overburdened iransporialion
stem.
L. R. Siallings, N. C. manager ol
¢ Oflice of Defense Transporia-
s, said the presence of lhousands
service men in this seclion made

'

paign.

sters pictured above with their pony and wagon are Anne Stanlon, Ed
Best. Rex Best, oil distributor at Stanionsburg, sent out posicards announcing the
His cards said: *0Ozt every ounce of rubber scrap. X
scrap of rubber on the pile will help you drive an exira mile™ Stanlonsburg wilh a population of 505
collécted 18,157 pounds of rubber the firsi len days of lhe drive.

‘Saving Rubber in Collection Driv,

Fﬂ'iil' Stantonsburg youths decided to save rubber while ecllecling scrap rubber during the curreni
campaign, and so tkey hilched a pony to = wagon and made a house

——

THE NEWS AND OBSERVER, RygH, N. C.
—__-T—-.__-:-E:

-lg-house canvass, The four young-

die Vick! Tommy Slanlon and Ted

Help wipe the Axis

scrap rubber cam-
off the miap. Each

VESSEL LAUNCHED
AT WILHINGTON

William Hawkins, 18th Lib-
erty Ship, Christened by
Miss Jean Vendig
Wilmington, July 3—Nemed for
a colonial Nerth Carolina governer,
the William Hawkins, 18th Liberly
treighter built by the Norlh Caro-
lina ~Shipbuilding Company, slid
down the ways this alterncon atl
3:30 o'clock after being christened
by Miss Jean E. Vendig of Wil-
mington. )
Miss Vendig, a rising senlor atl
New Hanover High School, ds the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Morales
C. Vendig, of, Philadelphia and
Wilmington. Her father is resldent
plant engineer here for the Uniled
Stales Maritime Commission. Her
maids of honor were Mizses Ruth
Hunsberger of Philadelphia and
Dorothy Southerland of Wilming-
lon

The ship is the second one
Jaunched here 1o be named for a
MNorth Carolina governor. The first
was lhe Zebulon B. Vance, which

1841,
Philemon Hawkins, who war g

brother of Ceol. Benlamin Hawkins
He was elecled tn ihe Assembly i

House of Commens. In 1811 he w;
elecied governor and look an &

necessary for civilians lo lore-

mnsamie -F oF

Ha Aisd in @19 ¥7-

slid down the ways on Ductml::tr g, _,'

William Hawkins was lthe sén of E"im

Ealj
1805 snd elecled speaker of N u‘ilu??;m

tive and prominent part in the wije,

! [Tay hav,

SOLDIER IS INJURED

IN FALL FROM TRAI

Wilson, July 3.—Charles Mele.
af Cenlerville, Maas, private In U

army.

was in a Forl Bragg bospi

tonight with a fructured right L
as & result of a fall he had from

“lemaying freightl train pear Conlen

Hion here early this mon

: walking the length of 1}
=n his fuol tripped over
t o one of the cars and i
Jie moving train. His yel
: no allenlion on the wa
t on without him, He L
nd by the track with h
g lor some Llime before h
acled a nearby [armer wh
ing them, came lo the sccr
with a sholgun.




s Of The | -
Ress =
erag‘a_.fl_if_ o
1 News -

ame ey

-

it

mmm;m N. n:.., Tumu, MAY 18, 1941

3il
Jed

ite Cnm— :

Withe

1ge8 -
L{]DM
ﬁ.nnther

"

shn.

on i

T

President [°

reign shipa
uza them

I-to-Britain |-

‘thout ma-
he sepate

worked on
:fende - and

zremt- that | °
wiean gone |

:. For:ohe
of tha ol-
anagemsnt
n's entlre
be devored

:n
said that |

Admitledly batfled: by the-stean,
attractie ~wife of-an Atlantie”

last m;ht. Authmﬂn
ked:to ald -thr_- I:mn

“that ths m
s they rn:.shrlu dropped from si
3 iz their Carolina Beésch  home h'
store. A t}to-ﬂnr search has produced no Eangible o
Jones s

disa

over- A -wide - nﬂuﬂ:‘ltﬂu;'

¢ In’ aute- ,_;__-"_

“digtinet '-

i in the

nd that !# "

ed In d.-t Lo

faclure ol
and. ~other |

= dg’ Uy,

r.:_m;mittn ;
wed . shig-} -~
jefonted’ 2d-
mnberg . B[ FL

I to pro]
Axis lhllﬂ

afented 10
ave nptlca
- fta adop-:
“whef the
i debabe,

Senators ]
Surfen -
and -Clark
vl as af
T |
@ Teporied
;> be.Serda-
artan; HFI-

a {‘ojﬂ.

ATE |

st New-

o Qmifs -

Mr,gsmg Frm Huma Since. |-

“Eadly! Sa%at'da‘y,h_l ight i

ankly.- ‘apprehendi
play,” city,” counly - and . stale” police
prepated o’ glﬂ..up, mcau.{‘ “at
ledgt,  ithelr “intensive: tar-day.
upﬁlr‘jutlm*fﬁ-*t 'Br_'rall. =t
tractive - Careling, Beach: resident,
anid:" Her: four-yaar-p

lhnm-nr singe Saturday -night-

\.n Find.u ks
£ "i'i"iﬂ:m.tt glg.t‘pg ﬁhu-ﬂlmm
shie -was “wearing-, and -~ with . ‘Do
kngwn funds, dar-

Saturday . night.- .immpnnled “BY.
Mary .Hachel "Bryan,-- E.'I:I.Eh"-
let.; m!‘l:lmi:hl!’ =t _ﬂ‘l!h! SoTne

Erocery store.
- "She’ -l'ias not b!en mg ‘hr Ep;rﬂ
ﬂi GinCE.. "y o
Eu.n.dar a-rbd _}'Eglarday. by :Lcr
by, fopt "and by, automobils, police
aumunhcs.havl;_ebmhlﬂ the- wood-
ed areas between Carolina Beach

guithotities last=night ‘v.rere-ibcuxj.

1a - dsoaghtag] &
wile and child of an-Allantic Toast
Line employe. missing from thelr |

M. Br_nm—"lhl
'mmier Tieilia” Lewis—left Yer Home| -

purchases 'zt . *alltnmlu.na & Eefgﬂ:"‘

tfu'

fmnp ﬂm ﬂffx;aﬂy
W elcomes Hﬂt Tmin}

._'Wilh Bilz.-Gen. Jamas B
;: .::mwfara_.'.*-ﬁhvmi’t s u_d_-

._'-_.I-.E_

will be the ﬂil.d ‘executive’s
m—:t trip_ to fthe reseryation:
Army officisls ¢ the - camp
-have been sdvised ihai a party -
of “alale officials 1wiil:l Eecom-
p-lrlhum

Officers *and men. -{ m
Ml will assemble on - the -
mupmrynr:ll-gfmﬂn di-
Lrectly o front’ of the consirocl-- .
- ing* guariermasler's building .
hhnrﬂnwdmiwaddnn-

CHIANG PREDICTS
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:nd.' ‘l.'!uming.tnn in search for the
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CHINESE CAN WIN
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Say He Is Pregumably Lost.on an Airplane|
Fﬁg‘ht While Victim of ‘Hallucinations’;
: Was Furhldden to Use Plane

'GEREANY’S NO.2 POLITICAL HEIR

Berlin Says He Left Behind. Letter Showing
Trm:ea of Mental Disorder; Arrest All
- Adjutants Who Knew of Flight °

BEB.L]]\I "Tuesday, Hny 13—{#—Rudolf Hess, one

: ﬁf Germ.n.n:.r’s “hig three”,” was reported missing today,

presumably- lost on an a.iqlam.- ﬂlght w‘hlle the victim of
“halluginations.”

.~ The fuehrer had urdmli his deputy in plu't? affairs
‘not to make airplane flights for some time past, and Heas'

Rudolf Hess, Naz;
' Hltlers No. 2 M
Under Condit:

Important D

' NAZIS REPORT PARTY CHIEF mssmﬁ'.i"

adjutants—whose rumber was not specified—have been | [S%

that he’ appeured to hdve been suffering “h,allucmatwnf
ment said- . .

{As heard in I.m:linn, a Berlin radio hrmdcut said
Hess was believed either. tu have_ :rxshed or fallen from the

machine.)
; Ld‘t Saturday
" The 47- yeur-old Hess, who was designated .by Hitler
at the ontbreak of the war as his -political heir after

varia about:6 p. m. Saturday, piloting his own machine,
and has not been heard from "sinee, it was said. No plane
wreckage has been Teported- found. - 3

Hess left behind .a letter ahawmg “in 1t.s confusion
traces .of mental disorder which led to fears that party fel-

low. member Hess wad a w:rtim of haIqunahuns," the Pﬂﬂ}'
: atat’f.fment added. : :

Camplete mntmmd mi.

".The. ecmplete ammouncemen

“Party.fellow member Hess, who, because of his failing
héalth; for years has been strictly forbidden by the fuehrer
to be active in aviation, was able, contrary to these mstrnc-
tmns tu acquire nwlﬂmm recently.

- at‘lmiay May 10, abont 6 p.m:, pnri:y fél[mi‘ mem'
ber Hl;as started on-a flight at A.ugsburg‘fmmwhmhhe
has-not returned to, this -day. .

-z -4 letter left behind tm:!m"tnnuteljr shows in its con-
fusion. the traces of méntal disorder which led to fears thal
pnrt:r Fellow member Hess was a _victim of Hallucinations.

Ty e ity HESS CHALLENGED
_BY SCOT FARMER

jutants- party fellow mem-|-
ber' Hess- who alone” knew

Reichsmarshal Hermann- Gnermg left Augsburg in Ea-|

stea
said
cam
alm.
e}
nigh
. Inm
Hies?
Yiorl
faln
said
1
the

about those flights, and did
not hinder them and did not

- {ordered-the skrest of the ad-
report them in spite of the in- Nazi T:l_lk.ed W'Hf P!EI.‘IEII'

hasx
liewn

[ =ikl



Fea for :runu 16, but yard
n: pmgresaed snffmient-
£ schedule . to permit be-
htﬂlding ﬂpﬂatiuns nearn
egrlier;~ Ty

hefure the \ressals fnr
i Were laid yesterda:y
1€6re wﬂl ‘be .seven. other
r:fmg stagas nt cmstrﬂcw

58, "
a.ying' :raaterﬂay gaﬂi tha

. yard-‘the distinctivn “of
'irst of el.Eht emergency.
rized by Pres!ﬂent'Réc-sﬁ-

hout the- Hn!tﬂ‘:' Eta.teu o &
..._-: . : ‘I_-i._ ﬁﬂ

¢ fini
mnterians disappearance of Mrs. E.

re .the ;5 200, ﬂrﬂ# piant ‘ia

F‘ernstrnm. thB M- 1. T-
L. lemra trnm hlﬂ mhuul to]
Wﬂmmgton mu‘ds. paid
Imaut. to’ 1he- ?a.rd l'-m?r-
the shi-nhuﬂﬁing' men as
11 h.im in the prn}ect yes—

pat:y is exceptmnall'y for-
seeuring, aﬂequnter a.nd

ibor, bnth skﬂlﬂd' nnﬂ un-|.;

T amd sure.the’ mnatrun—
T shipa will. proceed - in’a
acto: manner,"_ *Fern-
it the keel-laying. =
"ublm Barred o R
> was barred tmm ﬂew-
t ‘keel-laying, and” news- |
rs anxious. to recnr& lhe
*tur&fum ‘wefe. b&l_'rEﬂﬂ
=d, on ﬂrd&m. it m ﬂld
-‘ime cnmmisalon. T '.

n:l Paga {[‘hma' GGI. 3]

'r st Bryan

llnv;

- .n--*[

Operatur of Flllmg Statmn
* Says 'Woman Purchased

: sta.tkm

Labuut 10 u’cl-uck c-n the mght ut

.::‘ ped froi

= m;ﬂﬂﬂng Away £
e hnmel

: g:rnceﬁaal,a.t a near

1 Y Certaltr ‘phases-of

-Gason ngbt nf May IB

_\-"?:t:".—ﬁ-"f?‘j,

tT.! gaily unluﬂun of the

C.:2Bryan and:-her .four-year-old .
daughter from™ their Carolina beach
homé. Mag 10: was being investigated
by city pulice and F. B. L agents last
night, P?llce Chief Joaeph C. Ruark
announced. |

r'

would ha disc.lc-sr& 1ts suum

It m believed, hnwevar, fha.t the
latest turn -in tl:m puzzﬂng disap-
pea.mnca case cama from -the tenta-

ve. 1dent1ﬁcshun of *Mrs. -Bryan's
pictum ]::‘:;r a “Third ‘street SErﬁi:E
Wn.ttenﬂant whu informeqd’
Chief Rqurk ]resterda.,v that he was
prett:-f sure” that: Mrs Bryan was
the. woman who: had purchased 13
gﬂlmm gt ‘gasoline from™ his station

.-.-‘_ -2

“The. a.ttra.cf.!ve Mt:q. Br:;ran =~ the

fomerLaha Lewis o E]izabathtawn 1

—and. H.

r;:-resumﬂhlr_ T.u. pu:mhase
bean:h store. 1

e mystery, in-

add by the federal
..the .F. .B. L
'micamre. claim-

ﬂrat aubstantial r:'lue whish;

- The" thiﬁ' said ‘he. cuuiﬂ not =t
’vulge the nature of the” clue, nor |

| the vimmty

-Lase Clue

t gated By Pohce_

= NATURE NO TREVEALED

Derehct Is F n%zd In
Aﬂanhe Shtphmes |

HEW YﬂRE M&y 22—{#’}—
. For three muntha a =derelict"
; harga has been g in. the
suuthern ‘steamship of the
& menace tﬂ“!hfppi!lﬁﬁ'h
-,-1# was revealed today with ar--
rival- of the Pnrtngnm liner
“Guine. - -

Chief - - Dfﬂcer Eanul Sn.‘raga
Bﬂrhm said that the hulk, fit- .
~“ted with a d45-foot steel crane,

.was_ spotted by. his ship last
.- Saturday about 1,600 miles from
New York. He and 11 men.
-boarded it to investigate.

Tha Guine sent out a mes-
- sage warning shj,pping of ﬂ:m
. barge’s ]mi:iﬂn.

FUNDS CAMPAIGN -
~ PLANNED BY TS0

r

N 5 Cnuqtles ‘Hold -
Meetmg n Raiﬂgh

RALEIGH, M ay- 22 —IM—Dne
hu.ndred and twenty-five representa-
tives of 41, eastern North Carolina
counties met here today to plan a
drive for funds for the United Serv-
ice Organizatjons, an organization
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IT WAS SATURDAY, May 10th, 1941, Edis C. Bryan, 40-year-old freight manager
for a railroad company, had spent the afternoon loafing around his cottage in Carolina
Beach, North Carolina. It was a neat, white frame cottage, a five-room, one-story
structure, with a basement and a separate garage in the ﬁack, like so many others in
the neighborhood. Edis and his wife, Lelia, and their 4-year-old daughter, Mary Rachel,
were very happy there.

That afternoon, Leila, who was a trained nurse, had busied herself dusting the
furniture and paring vegetables for the evening meal. Mary Rachel, played with her
dolls in the corner of the living room. Edis' sister, Myrtle, who was visiting the couple,
remained in her room, writing letters.

Around five o'clock Lelia slipped out of the house, got into the family car and drove
away. Edis and his sister didn't even notice that she had left until they heard the Ford
coupe back out of the garage. "And then," Edis Bryan later stated, "l just thought she'd
gone to buy some groceries." Lelia returned home around 6:30. She didn't say where
she had been and it didn't occur to Edis to question his wife. Around seven o'clock &
neighbor dropped in, chatted a few minutes and departed. Lelia went into the kitchen,
Mary Rachel tagging along. .

"What would you like for supper, honey?" Lelia asked her small daughter. "Bacon
and eggs," the child answered quickly. While Mrs. Bryan was preparing Mary Rachel's
meal, she called out to her husband in the living room: "Edis, I've got something real
special for you tonight.” Edis pricked up his ears. He was getting hungry. "What you
got, honey?" "Roast beefl" Edis Bryan smiled. Roast beef was his favorite dish and
Lelia frequently cooked it for him.

Shortly after 7:30, Edis, Myrtle, and Lelia sat down to a tempting dinner of roast
_beef, potatoes, greens, coffee and pie. At 8:30, the doorbell rang. It was Myrtle's date,
calling for her. Myrtle said goodbye to her brother and sister-in-law and left the house.
Lelia picked up the dishes, washed and dried them and put them away. Around nine .
o'clock, she came into the living room, still bare-legged and in her house-dress. "You
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look sleepy, honey," she told her husband. Edis looked up from his paper, stretched
and yawned. "Gee, I'm going to hit the hay early tonight." "Well, | thought I'd run down
to the dime store first,” Lelia said. "If | go to Bladenboro to visit my folks tomorrow, |
reélly need a new brassiere. They have nice ones at the dime store.” Edis glanced at
his watch. "Is the store open this late?" "Oh, yes," Lelia replied. "They stay open until
ten Saturday nights. But Il need some money," she added. "l spent all | had on that
‘roast." "It was worth it." Her husband grinned. He pulled his wallet out of his hip
pocket, extracted two one-dollar bills and handed them to his wife. "Will that be
enough?" "Yes." Lelia nodded and tucked the bills in a pocket of her dress.

"Can1go? Canlgo?" Suddenly Mary Rachel was dancing in front of her mother.
"Can | go with you, Mama?" "All right," Lelia answered. Mary Rachel grabbed her
mother's hand.- "Mama,let's ride!" she pleaded. Lelia and Edis exchanged a parental
smile.

The 'dime store was only a 15-minute walk, but Mary Rachel loved to ride in the
automobile. "Okay," Lelia agreed, "we'll ride.” Edis heard the car miotor start outside,
the gears shift and the hum of the engine fade away into the night. In a few minutes, he
decided to go to bed. He had just crawled between the sheets, when the doorbell rang.

He rose and opened the front door to find Lelia's brother, Tom, on the steps. "Hi, Edis!" }36{‘37
Lelia's brother greeted him. "I didn't see any lights in the house. | was wondering if

anybody was home.” " in, Tom," Edis invited. "Lelia and Mary Rachel went
down to the dime store. They'll be back soon.” : ij I ‘g;!? |
"Well, supposing | come back later, too?" Tom said. "l drove into town to see
about buying some lumber from a fellow here." Tom lived on a farm about thirty miles Lo

from Carolina Beach. "l was just on my way over to talk to him. I'll attend to the
business and stop by to see you all a little later.

When Tom drove away, Edis retumed to his bed, intending to remain awake
reading. However, he soon dozed off and didn't wake up until he heard the persistent - -
ringing of the doorbell. Blinking his eyes, Edis glanced at the clock beside his bed. It
was 12:30. He threw on his bathrobe and groped his way to the front door. It was Tom
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again. "Sorry | woke you. But | knew Lelia wouldn't forgive me if | didn't drop by and
say hello." "Oh, don't worry about waking us,” Edis said. "Come on in. Lelia must be
somewhere in the house." He began tumning on lights as he went. Tom followed. They
looked in the master bedroom. ' Lelia was not there. She wasn' in the guest room.
They inspected Mary Rachel's room. The child's bed was empty.

Edis Bryan began calling through the house. No one answered him. He ran
outside to the garage. It was empty, too. He came back and faced Lelia's brother. "l
can't imagine why she'd stay out so late — particularly with the baby." Tom and Edis sat
nervously smoking cigarettes, their eyes on the front door, their ears cocked for the
sound of an approaching auto. Half an hour later, Tom rose. "I hate to leave you,
Edis," he declared, "but if | don't get home soon myself, my wife will be worried. Tell

Lelia I'm sorry | missed her." - Wﬂ 7, gp

After Leila's brother left, Edis Bryan got dressed. It was a warm night and the
beach was only five blocks away. Sometimes on warm evenings after supper, Lelia and

the baby had strolled along the shore in the moonlight. Edis grew apprehensive.
Maybe they had gone down there earlier that night. Maybe something had happened.

" Quickening his step, Edis walked to the water's edge and began to tramp along the
damp sand. There was not a soul in sight. Suddenly Bryan remembered a neighbor
who was making a dress for Lelia. Yes, she might be there. When Bryan approached
the neighbor's house, his heart gave a leap. The lights were still on. He pressed the
bell. "Is my wife here?" he asked, as the door opened. The neighbor looked
bewildered. "Why, no, | haven't seen Mrs. Bryan all week. Something wrong?" Bryan
felt a cold tremor race through his body. "Well, she drove away from the house at nine.
It's almost one-thirty now. She took the baby with her. I'm worried.”

Edis Bryan returned to his own home to find his sister, Myrtle, just back from her
date. "Maybe she has gone up to Wilmington to visit Ida," Myrtle said. Lelia's sister,
Ida, didn't have a telephone so Edis borrowed an automobile from the next door
neighbor and drove the 15 miles between Carolina Beach and the city of Wilmington,
North Carolina. When he arrived in the city, it was 2 AMm. Lelia's sister was startled to
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see her brother-in-law at the door. "No, | haven't heard a word from Lelia,” Ida said.
"But | thought | saw her yesterday afternoon. |was wnrkihg in my garden around six
o'clock. | happened to look up and | saw Lelia drive by. | waved, but she didn't seem to
notice me. Maybe | was mistaken. Maybe it wasn't Lelia. Why don't you get in touch
with Cora Hollis?" "She might know something." (Cora Hollis is a fictitious name for a
person who asked to remain anonymous.)

" Bryan was acquainted with Cora. She had an apartment in Wilmington and, like his
wife, Cora Hollis was a trained nurse. The two women had worked at the same
hospital and were close friends. "Let's get to a phone and check,” Bryan said. Ida

‘dressed hurriedly and drove with her brother-in-law to the telephone office, where Bryan
made two calls. First, he tried Cora's apartment. When she didn't answer, he tried the
hospital where Cora nursed. Cora was on duty where she was summoned to the
phone. "l can't imagine where Lelia is," Cora said, in-answer to Edis" question. "She
came by my apartment this afternoon, but she left about a quarter of six." "Did she say
anything?" Edis demanded anxiously. "Anything about where she might be going
tonight?" "No," Cora answered. "But she did ask me to give a message to Ida. She
wanted me to tell Ida; that Lelia would like to drive with her to visit their parents Sunday.
That would be this moming." Beyond that, Cora didn't know anymore. |

When Edis repeated her conversation to Ida, Ida asked, "Had. Lelia told you
she intended to visit our parents today?" Edis nodded. "Yes, she had planned to go, if
the weather was nice.” "Then that's where she must be,” Ida decided. "I'll bet she just
took a notion to go last night, instead."

Lelia's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis, lived on a plantation near Eladenbnm some 60
miles east of Wilmington. One of Lelia's brothers lived in Bladenboro and could easily /f)&
drive over to the Lewis home and see if Lelia and Mary Rachel were there. When Edis
phoned this brother, he agreed to go at once and investigate, promising to call Edis at
Carolina Beach as soon as he got back to a telephone. Edis hung up, still worried. He
drove Ida home and returned to his house to await the call. At 6 A.M. Lelia's brother -
phoned from Bladenboro. -"Mama and Daddy haven't seen anything of Lelia," he stated.
"Have you heard from her yet?" "No, | haven't," Edis told him. "Not a word—not a sign.
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I'm afraid—something awful may have happened." "Have you told the police?" "Not
yet," Edis answered. "l was waiting to hear from you. But I'l tell them now.”

At 7 A.M. Edis Bryan was relating his story to the local authorities in Carolina Beach.
The police decided this was a ‘case for the sheriff's office and drove Bryan up to
Wilmington to talk with Sheriff David Jones of New Hanover County. Edis described
' Lelia and Mary Rachel to the smallest detail, telling them that his wife was 36, a gentle,
madonna-like woman, with gray eyes, and long, black hair. She was 5 feet 7 inches tall
and weighed 125 pounds. Mary Rachel, he said had dark brown hair and brown eyes.
She was a talkative and friendly four year old. "My wife certainly wouldn't go very far,"
he added. "She was only wearing a housedress and maybe a sweater, but she didn't
have on any stockings. And besides, she didn't take any money with her, except the
two dollars | gave her. Yes, she had some valuable jeweiry." He described it to the
officers. "But she wasn't wearing any."

When asked about the automobile in which Lelia drove away, Bryan explained it
was a Model A, 1935 black Ford coupe. lts engine number was 18-1833996 and it bore
North Carolina license plates, 291056. The sheriff alerted the state highway patrol to be
on the lookout for the Ford coupe. He then continued to question Bryan. "Had there
been any family quarrels, any reason for Lelia to leave home." "No," Edis replied.
"We've gotten along very well. We're a happy family.” "We'll do everything we can,"
Sheriff Jones told him. "We'll keep you informed of our progress and, in the meantime,
if you hear anything, let us know at once.” :

Local newspapers and radio stations asked the public to watch for the missing
mother and daughter. The highway patrol stopped and inspected all black Ford "T
coupes. The sheriff's office, in cooperation with local police in Carolina Beach, began a
thorough investigation. '

One of their first stops was the dime store where Lelia had said she was going that
night of May 10th. The manager and salespeople knew Lelia Bryan well, and when they -
were questioned, no one could remember having seen her in the store that evening.
"We would have remembered, too," the manager stated. “We don't get many



P_age 7

customers that late. I'm positive Mrs. Bryan never came in here Saturday night.”

The sheriff and his deputies interviewed neighbors of the Bryans. Had any of them
etrér heard the couple squabbling? No the neighbors said, the Bryans were a quiet,
devoted pair. The authorities visited Lelia's relatives. Neither her brothers, nor her
sister and her parents could offer any help. They checked with gasoline stations in the
area to discover if Lelia had stopped for gas on May 10th. They talked to railroad
conductors in an attempt to learn if Lelia and Mary Rachel had boarded any of the
trains. Nobody recalled having seen the two after 9 P.M., Saturday, May 10th.

On June 3rd, Sheriff Jones, having been unable to uncover a single lead as to the
mysterious disappearance of Lelia and Mary Rachel Bryan, appealed to the North
Carolina Bureau of Investigation in Raleigh for assistance. James F. Bradshaw and
other special agents of the highly-trained SBI, a state law enfurnement agency SIITIIIEI' to
the FBI, took over the case.

At the little white cottage in Carolina Beach SBI agents talked with Edis Bryan The
SBI men began to look around. In. Mr. and Mrs. Bryan's bedroom closet they found a
small suitcase, packed with a few of Leila's and Mary Rachel's belongings. "Was your
wife planning a trip?” the authorities inquired. "Yes, she had intended to visit her folks
on the plantation the Sunday after she disappeared,” Edis Bryan explained. "She and
Mary Rachel usually stayed overnight." "We understand from the sheriff that your wife
was not wearing anf jewelry when she left. Is that correct?” "That's correct,” Bryan
replied. "You had stated that she owned some valuable jewelry — two solitaire diamond
rings, a pair of diamond earrings and a high school ring. Where is this jewelry?" "Here
in this box." Bryan picked up a small gift box from the top of the bureau. He lifted the
lid. All the pieces were there. "Had there been any arguments between you and your
wife?" the officers asked. Bryan smiled faintly. "The usual little spats. Nothing - - .
serious.”

The officers went from room to room, closely examining the house, the basement, - /l/&”

the garage, and the yard. -Nothing seemed out of order. Nothing offered even a slim
clue to Lelia's and Mary Rachel's whereabouts.
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After leaving the cottage in Carolina Beach, the SBI agents checked with Bryan's
associates at the railroad company in Wilmington. They learned that Edis Bryan had
been employed by the firm for 20 years, and that he had been diligent and
conscientious. By now, the officers were convinced that Edis Bryan was above
suspicion and in no way involved in the mystery, and was cooperating with the
authorities to the very best of his ability.

" The agents turned their attention to the plantation home of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis,
Leila's parents. Friends had said that Lelia was a devoted daughter and that if she were
in trouble of any sort, she certainly would contact her mother and father. When the SBI
agents visited the Lewis plantation, Mr. Lewis stated that he had not received any word
from his daughter. He couldn't understand what could have happened to her and he
was terribly worried. :

At the Bladenboro post office, where the Lewis family received their mail, the
postmaster told the investigators, that he was familiar with Lelia's handwriting. "I'd
recognize her handwriting in a minute. If a letter comes from her parents, I'll phone you
at once." ¢t '

"While in the vicinity of Bladenboro, the agents noticed a ferry crossing which Lelia ‘ ﬁ
might have used to reach her parents’ home. They studied the piers and the ferry boat )Q}

the piers, particularly at night when the spot was not well-lighted. They questiuned the
ferry boat operator. Had he noticed a woman and a child in a black coupe the night of

and concluded that it was possible for a car to accidentally drive off of either the boat or fﬁy

May 10th? The operator couldn't remember whether he had or not. The SBI had the
river dragged. There was no automobile in the water.

In the course of questioning Leila's neighbors and friends, SBI investigators sought
out Cora Hollis. Cora, a short blonde in her thirties, was pleasant and talkative. "When
did you last see Lelia Bryan?" they asked her. "Saturday, May 10th, the day she
disappeared,” Cora answered. "Did you tell this to the sheriff?" "Of course,” Cora said.
"What time Saturday did Lelia Bryan visit you?” the agents asked. "Oh, around five-
thirty.” "Did you know you were going see Lelia that day?" "Well, in an odd way, | did."
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Cora went on to explain. "You see, | received a phone call about five-o'clock. ltwas a
long distance call, from Carolina Beach. | heard the operator tell whoever was calling to
deposit some money in the box. But instead, the person who was phoning, hung up.
When Lelia appeared, half an hour later, | decided she had made the call to see if | was
home." "Did Lelia come alone, or did she bring the baby?" "She was alone.” "What did
Lelia come to see you about?” "She wanted me to deliver a message to Ida, her

" sister," Cora replied. "She said, Go by Ida's house tonight and ask her if | can drive.
with her to Bladenboro tomomrow." Ida lives in Wilmington near you?" "Not far from
here.” "Have you any idea why Lelia didn't give this message to Ida, herself?" “Lelia
told me Ida worked late Saturday afternoons and wouldn't be home." "Did you deliver
Leila's message?" "No, | didn't," Cora admitted. "1 had a date Saturday night and got to
the hospital just in time to go on duty. However, | had planned to write Ida a note and
slip it under her door when | got off at eight. Of course, after Edis phoned at the
hospital that morning, |. told him and he gave the message to Ida." "Did Lelia seem
depressed or worried when you saw her?" an agent questioned. "No, she was in high
spirits." "How long did she stay here?" "Oh, only a few minutes. Then she left, saying
she had to get home." "Have you any idea what might have happened to Lelia Bryan?"
they asked. Cora shook her head. "No. Only | believe that Lelia isn't living." "Why do.

you say that?" Cora looked directly at the men. "She wouldn't stay away from home
this long — not with the baby."

The agents' next stop was at the home of Lelia's sister, Ida. 'Are you and your
sister, Lelia, very close?" they asked. "No,” Ida admitted. "She has visited me only
twice in the past year." "When did you last see her?" "l may have seen her the day
she disappeared,” Ida replied. "Late that Saturday afternoon, about six o'clock, | was
working in the garden. | thought | saw Lelia drive by. | waved to her but she didn't
seem to see me." "But we understand you work all day Saturday,” an agent interrupted.
"Why, no," Ida replied. "l always get off at one o'clock.” "And Lelia knows you get off at
one?" "Of course.”" The agents looked thoughtful. "What kind of an automobile do you
own?" "l don't have any automobile,” the sister replied. "Why?" "Do you have a car
you might borrow to drive to Bladenboro?" "No," the sister answered, looking '
bewildered. "And | haven't been over to Bladenboro for months." "Thank ynu " satd the
SBI men.



Page 1:1P |

Back in their offices in Raleigh, the agents of the State Bureau of Investigation
reviewed their case. Obviously, Mrs. Bryan had been acting in a strange manner the
day she vanished. The fact that she walked out of her house at five o'clock without
teliing her husband or sister-in-law where she was gding, her phone call to Cora, her
too-brief visit with her friend, her story about wanting to drive to Bladenboro with a sister
who didn't even own a car - it didn't add up. Had Lelia, for some unknown reason,
planned to leave-home? But on the other hand, what woman would leave home,
wearing a housedress and carrying only two dollars in her pocketbook? And if she had
intended to run away, wouldn't she take her jewelry and the suitcase she had packed?

The possibility of suicide was not overlooked. But, the agents reasoned, would a
mother also take the life of her child? And if she had killed herself and Mary Rachel,
where were their bodies? What had happened to the car? No, Lelia Bryan had not
acted like a woman contemplating suicide. She had a suitcase for the trip. The day
before the proposed trip, that Saturday, May 10th, she had been cheerful around the
house, dusted the furniture, cooked her husband'’s favorite dish, washed up the dishes
and went out to buy a new brassiere to wear the following morning. Somewhere

between the Bryan cottage and the dime store, only a few blocks apart, something or
someone had interfered with her plans.

Edis Bryan still seemed to be the agents' main hope. Although convinced that he
had no part in his wife's disappearance, the SBI believed that somehow he might be

able to shed light on the mystery. They returned to Carolina Beach and questioned
Bryan once more.

Patiently Edis Bryan told the detectives all he could. He went back through the
years, describing the house he had purchased in Wilmington for. his wife. Lelia
however, preferred the beach, and Edis said he had sublet the Wilmington home. - Lelia,
he stated, used to nurse regularly at a big hospital in Wilmington and had been nursing
even after Mary Rachel was born. "Although not so frequently,” her husband explained.
"It's difficult to get baby sitters.” ' '

Bryan went on to relate that he owned a small houseboat on Northeast Cape Fear
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River and that he and Lelia had spent several happy summers on the boat before the
baby came. "Do you still have the boat?" the agents inqLiired. "Yes, but I'm renting it to
a young couple,” Bryan said. "Lelia wouldn't go near the place with Mary Rachei. She
was afraid the baby might fall into the water. She said maybe after Mary Rachel got
bigger we would go back and use the boat in the summer.

With this slim lead, the SBI immediately went out to investigate the small pier on the
river- where the Bryans' houseboat was tied. The young couple occupying the craft said
they hadn't seen Lelia. No one else in the vicinity had seen her. "A woman and child
can't just vanish," Agent Bradshaw said. "And the automobile must be somewhere.

‘Even if it's wrecked, the engine number will still be discemible." Bradshaw petitioned
his chief, James Powell, to let him send out a nationwide alarm. Powell agreed and late
that summer, law enforcers across the country were alerted to look for Lelia and Mary
Rachel. Photographs of the mother and child, together with a description of the missing
pair and details conceming the Ford coupe, were supplied to all police departiments and
sheriffs' offices throughout the United States. Every second-hand automobile company,
every junk yard was checked. All nurses' registries were asked to be on the look-out for

Mrs. Bryan, as it was believed that if she were living, she would try to go back to her old
pmfessmn nursing.

During the first few weeks, a deluge of replies poured into the SBI. Ford coupes
turned up by the scores, but their engine numbers never matched that of the Bryan
vehicle. Whenever an unfamiliar woman and child appeared in town, natives hastened
to report them to the police. But they were never Lelia and Mary Rachel.

One by one, all the leads checked out. Just as hope was fading, a new wrinkle
suddenly showed up in the case. One afternoon in November, a young man stepped
into the Wilmington police station and told the desk sergeant: "When the newspapers
published a picture of Lelia Bryan a while back, | kept thinking I'd seen her some place.
Just the other day, | remembered, where. It was in a drugstore . | was sitting at the
counter when she came in. She talked to the proprietor and bought something from -
him.” Wilmington police notified the SBI and agents hastened to Wilmingtonto
interview the drugstore owner. "Do you know Lelia Bryan?" they asked. "No; | don't,"
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the proprietor replied. The agents produced a photograph of Mrs. Bryan. "Have you
ever seen this woman before?" The druggist studied the picture. "Yes, | think | have. | /&
remember her because she came in here to buy something only a doctor or a nurse can

bﬁy without a prescription." "And what was that?" "Bichloride of mercury. And that, as
you know, is poison." "A very painful poison," one agent commented. "Do you
remember when she bought the bichloride of mercury?" The proprietor thought a
‘minute. "It was back in the spring sometime. May, | guess." "She must have signed
your register." "Oh, yes," the druggist agreed. "All doctors and nurses sign. | see fo it
that they obey the law " He produced the register and thumbed back through the
pages. "Here itis. May 10th, bichloride of mercury, purchased by —" He stopped.
"But her name isn't Lelia Bryan." The agents stared at the register. "It's Cora Hollis!"
"But," the druggist protested, "l don't understand. If you're holding a picture of Lelia
Bryan, I'm certain that was Lelia Bryan who came in here and bought the poison.”
"You're not mistaken,” the SBI man assured him. "Mrs. Bryan is tall and dark. Cora _
Hollis is a short blond. Besides, I'm pretty sure our handwriting expert will tell us this is
Lelia Bryan's handwriting. Lelia Bryan came in here on May 10th and signed Cora
Hollis' name when she purchased the bichloride of mercury." "But why would she do
that?" "That's what we'd like to know,"” the agent replied.

" When the SBI men confronted Cora Hollis with their latest discovery; she was
astonished. She declared that she knew nothing about Lelia's strange purchase. "Do
you think she might have been planning suicide? "No,” Cora said. "Even if she were,
she wouldn't kill her own baby. And it takes a lot of courage to swallow bichloride of
mercury.” "ls there any reason why Lelia might leave her husband? Another man?”
“There was no other man in Lelia's life," Cora answered with conviction, "Only Edis."
Cora sighed heavily. "Personally, | think you should stop looking for Lelia. She and the
baby must be dead, or they certainly would have turned up by now." "Miss Hollis, we
will never give up. So long as Lelia and Mary Rachel are missing, you can be sure the
SBI will carry the case in its active file," the agents stated. '

However, Cora Hollis was not alone in her feeling that Lelia and her child would
never be seen alive again. In December, Edis Bryan subleased his house in Carolina
‘Beach, retaining a small room in the basement for himself. Leila's relatives and
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friends also began to give up hope. Only the SBI continued to carry on its

search, believing that somewhere, somehow, there must be an answer to the baffling
puzzle. Then suddenly, on August 23rd, 1849, eight years after Lelia Bryan had
vanished, news reached the State Bureau of Investlgatmn in Raleigh which reopened
the Bryan case. The warden of the state prison in Raiford, Florida, nofified James
Powell, director of the North Carolina SBI, that a prison inmate, a native of North
Carolina, had just confessed to the murder of Lelia and Mary Rachel Bryan.

According to the warden, a convict, Jack Vickers, told his cellmate the story. (Jack
Vickers is also a fictitious name given to protect the person's identity.) The cellmate
repeated the story to the warden. When the warden questioned Vickers, the prisoner
related that he was Iwmg at Carolina Beach at the time and around nine o'clock on the
evening of May 10th, 1941, he was strolling along the boardwalk, when he noticed a
Ford coupe parked near the shore. A woman and a small child were in the car. Vickers
jumped into the auto, drew a gun and directed the woman to drive to Silver Lake, which
lies between Carolina Beach and Wilmington. "Then," Vickers confessed, "l parked the
car. Lelia Bryan and | got out. Mrs. Bryan started to run away. | ran after her. | grabbed
her by her long, black hair and attacked her. Then | stabbed her with a knife. When |
realized she was dead, | took the baby and drowned it." Vickers promised to describe

further details if the authorities would take him back to North Carolina and Iat him show -
them the scene of the crime.

Director Powell sent an agent down to Raiford to take Vickers into custody and
bring him north. Vickers cooperated fully, describing the Ford coupe, .even repeating
the license number and the engine number. He led the SBI men to Silver Lake, pointed
out the approximate spot where he had attacked and killed Lelia Bryan. He wasn't
exactly sure where he had hidden the body, 'he said, but he pointed to a cluster of
bushes. "l threw her in some bushes like, those." "What did you do with the car?" "I'll
show you," Vickers said. '

He asked the agents to drive him to nearby Cape Fear River. He got out of their
auto and surveyed a particular location. "Yes, just about here,” he declared. "l drove
up over this bank. Then | put the car in neutral. | jumped out and pushed it over.”
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While Vickers was held in jail in Raleigh. SBI agents went to work to verify the
convict's story. They combed the area around Silver Lake for the remains of Lelia Bryan
and, after several weeks, were baffled to find no trace of her body. They hired divers to
explore the depths of Cape Fear River to locate the Ford coupe. The divers worked
three days and finally reported there was absolutely no automobile on the river's bed.

" Confronted with these facts. Jack Vickers admitted, "I'm sorry. It was all a hoax. |
never laid eyes on Lelia Bryan or Mary Rachel in my life. All | know about them was
what | read in the Wilmington papers. . They kept reprinting the case for several 'yenrs.

It impressed me. | remembered the license and engine numbers. | was getting
homesick for the-old Tar Heel state and bored staying in Raiford. | just figured if | made
this phony confession it'd be a gnnd chance to get out for a spell and see North Carolina
again." :

Jack Vickers was transferred back to the Florida penitentiary to serve out the rest of
his term. His hoax cost the state of North Carolina over a thousand dollars. In -
February, 1951, a fisherman caught his line on something in Lake James, near -
Morgantown, several hundred miles from Carolina Beach. A swimmer dove dowrx
thought he saw an automobile in the water and notified the SBI. Powell hired a
professional diver to investigate and when the report came that the car in the river was
an old Ford coupe, it was hauled out. The auto turned out to. be a Ford coupe, butit
was a 1934 model. Edis Bryah's Ford had-been a 1935, and the engine numbers of the
two cars didn't match. "But .we're still working on the Bryan' case,” SBI Directc_:r'
Powell recently stated. “Even if thirteen years have gone by, a woman, a child, and an
automobile just don't evaporate into thin air. Th&re s an answer somewhere. We'll keep
searching until we find it." '
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Florida Officials Launch Seﬁfch |
For Missing Lelia Bryan, Daughter 723~/
NIPPON TROOPS [ i Zave Brven ani-sar o e e sscspions o sosn

the ‘B
veur-old daughtsr, Mury Rachel, 4 DFyae Sundelptions; 1. ao8ition,

missing for mnearly four months radlo statlons at Barasota and Bra-
TAKE OVER BASFS trom thelr Carclina Beach, N, .C.|°Pdton Ia Manaete counly, Tampa
‘ - home are In this viclnity and|in Hillsboro county and Clearwatsr

- ; Il:::'t;#!ounﬂ it won't bs becauss of |and Bl. Petersburg in Pinellas couns
. .= * publicity and intenalve po-|ty have brought the matler to the
Trucks Arrive in Ipdﬂ* lice mearch, : atfention of thelr listeners, meeks
o - A request of ths Wilmington Biar-|Ing Immediats information as to
China w'ﬂ,! Th““‘?‘“d’ News at Wilmington, N. C., that a|the possible whereabouls of the wo-
0f Japuglg Soldiers search be Instituted for the palr be-|man and child. .
« |causs they had been reported In| According to informalion reecelved i
i e this area wps initiated today when |at Cleprwater the missing woman d
(By Tha Assoclated Press) an unusual trlcounty dragnet was|and ckild were reported In Wil £
BAIGON, French Indo-Chlne, July|spread slong the western Florida|mington as having been sesn in the :
35, —{F—Jupaness troops moved to- |coest 5

! Pinellas county t. Should this
ward thelr naw Indo-China bases by | Chief of Pollce Jos Russell of|report be true It Is pelleved that
land and sea today under a Tokye- |Clearwater, Fla., who recelved the|the publlcity glven the case In this

Vichy agresment giving them use of | request of the newspaper at 'Wil-|section will locate or ot least bring *
this French possesslon's roads and |mington, brought the matler to the|some trace of them. '
posslbly rallroads, attention of state, county and elty| Investigation, sald authorities, will

Four transports and four destroy- |8uthorities all along this particular|bs facilitaféd since this 1s an exs
ceadingly qulet geason along e

a mal

era wers "expected here Wednesday |8ection.

: | As & result, officers have been|const wilh practically no tourlsts in
(Coutinued on Page Two; Col 2) |land still are keeping o closs walch[the vielnity, ¥
L e N

B ]
1 i -l i (o WL
: : . ' 3 i ?0_ - _J N
Bt ,}-_.u..jﬂ.-\:.::..-_ 4 . !

‘Aid‘ Of' Tr;ops._-
| Asked In Search
- Of Woman, Child

RALFIGH, June 23.—(F—Fred-
ierick ©. Handy, director of the
State Bureau of Investigatlon, to-
day requestesl ald by Federal troops
in a search of a swampy wood-
land near Wilmington for the
bodies of & 36-year-old woman and
her four wesr old child, whae,,
Handy said, mysterlously disap-)
peared from Carolina Beach on ﬂ‘ll1

e

e,

: l MOTHER, CHILD MISSING '_'

night of May 10.

‘E‘ht dirncl:gr jdentified the two
a5 Mrs, E. C. Bryan and her daugh-
ter, Mary Rachel

He said they left thelr home fo
buy supplies from a grocery siore,
but never reached the store and.
have not been heard from sinee..
This long silence, he added, has
convinced mdﬂéné‘!mﬂhﬁll!ih“

Handy express e opinion
{he solution to the mystery would
be found in a remote area of 2 ; B
swamps and wog:ﬁ. in the ares of Object of a nallon-wide hunt following thelr myslerious disappearance
Wilmington, Carolina Beach, and’ from their Carolina Beach home on May 10 are Mrs, E. C, Bryan and
Camp viE. : i her four-year-old daughler, Mary Rachel (shown above). New Hanover

In a telegram o the War depart- county authorities are baffled by the disa Caie The foustakiid and’
ment, Handy asked that luthﬂr“rr nthl!, an Atlantle Coast Line frelght ﬂ"iﬂll :ml FI-WE.. has effered A poi
be given for the commandant at: | ward of $100 for information leading o the locatlon of his wife and
Camp Davis to assign about 200 child.
soldiers to assist In the hunt 2

He described Mrs. Bryan as be-
ing slender, five feet seven Inches

tall, and weighlng 120 1o 125 331 PIEEE' TEHﬁi—ﬂ.,
pounds, with dark brown hair and|: 10 TORY p
AR e L | e SEARCH FOR COURLE|

L& .
Yeslerday ﬁ;g“ of Investigation

B0 area
Eﬂﬁ: u'“-‘ m‘“’:ﬁ .t::uét] two nu].,,'f,ﬁ: :
2Ppearance of Mrs, Laits . 015
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Page murder case solved

The, sensational U. S. Page murder case was brought 1o a successful conclusion in 1952 when Walter
Sﬂit’_}ffr. lefi, confessed 1o the crime. He was sentenced to 25-30 years for killing the well-known Bladen
legislaror. Sawver was a share cropper on Page-owned land, and claimed that Page cheated him.

Pictured with Sawyer are, from the Iefi. SBI A

John B. Allen.

gents James Rradshaw and Clvde Fentress, and Sheriff

Rladen Tie Company and a gmiage
awned hy Greene Brothers  Lumber
Company. causing an eslimated $150,
M) in damages..

The fire spread so rapudly that a lire
truck owned by the Lomber company
was burned before il could 4 1emoved
from the garage.

A home about 50 feet from the blaze
caught firc several times but the fire de-
partment was ahle o get those fMlames
undler control.

“Sleeping sickness™ hits county

During a one-week <pan six horses in
Bladen County died of Faune Fn.
cephalitis (sleeping sickness). In Ca
lmbus County 25 10 W lwsses and
mules were dying cach day.

The discase can be transmiticd (o
humans hy mosquitoes. Julius Thomp.
som was  transporicd  frean Blulen
Conery Hospital (o Chaipel 1111 Hospital
in critical condition after being dinp
nuser] with the illness,

There was no prevenlive  vaccing

availahle Tor Hiithhing, ot thertbiere Rir
herses. Slecping sickness was an in.
Mammation of e hrain,

1956

Skeletons of missing
couple found

A 15 year-old mysiery was solved
when thie <keletons of Leils Lewis
Rryan and her [our-year-old daughter
were found near Carolina Beach,

The two Rladenboro natives had oot
heen scen since May 10, 1941 when
they lefi their Carolina Reach summer
home 1o go grocery shopping.

A Carolina Beach zo0 keeper, George
Tregenulo, bl discovered the sheletons
while chazing a pony running along a
roaud near the Cape [Fear River.

Much speculation had  been e
aboul the very highly publicived case.
Repmis of sighting ihe two hal come
from all across the country.

<t M. Fiotida tomvict was Afesied -

1949 andd conflessed 1o the munders, but
Lwter veiencted his statement.

(larkton residents protest
road changes

Several Clarkion residents, including
Mayor Lem Smith, protested o Gover
nor Luther Hodges about the proposed
Mighway 701 by-pass around Clarkion,

The highway was later huilt despile
the oppozitien

KKK meets at Bladenboro

The Kn Kluz Klan hl#_l;] its first public
mecting in Bladen Codnty in several
years. The Bladenhoro gatherifig was a
b Tor new members,

Klan offivials. complele with white
robwes aml conical hats, met on a vacant
lest mljacent 1o Bud Fdwards® store amd .
crowds of the-cmious, variously esti-
miatesd Tromn SO0 o 20000, listened the
mnidentificd  Klansmen  speaking  for
while supremacy amd segregation.

Membership applicatinons were passoil
oul, but acconding 1o those who al-
temded the rally, mn many new mem-

(More of the Filties on page 112)
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Odd Disappearance Caseptill A Puzzle

-

By Sunday murning, sherill’s dep-
u'iés, Slate Highway patrohinen ana
many beach residents had joined in
the widespread search. The edge
of , Lhe beach was cumbed, as were-
ine nearby moss-feslooned sireams;
and thick woodland. By plane. by
fool and by car, the sedarch Wwais

BY REESE HART.
Y¥ILMINGTON, March 12,—Almost eight years have
sed since Mrs. Lelia Bryan and her daughter disap-
red mysteriously from Carolina Beach, but the case re-

ins as strange and baffling today as when first reported
=olice. 1

Into the deep pline and covered
up. But it stili¥es the question—
whal happened the car? :

Analher lity - is thet Mrs.
Rryanl mighy¥® fdriven the car
-

: jnta thi Inland walerwiy. thus kill

= * Mrz. an

Bryan. altractive, 38-
vear-old former Yrained nurse, and
her four-year-old child, Mary Ra-
ciel, left their Carolina Beach home

dlal 8 o'clock the night of May 10,

';"; 131, to drive Lo the resort’s business
disiriet’ 1o buy an item of wearing|:

apparel. No lrace of them has ever
Siibeen found.

MURDER OR SUICIDE?
Was the molher and daughter
¢:|slain? If so, whal became of the
1935 Ford coupe -lhey were riding
i lin when they left home? More Im-
¢|poriant, who was the killer? What
i|was lbhe motive! If they weren’l
murdered, dild Mrs. Bryan end her

driving the car Inlo the Cape Fear
river? ¥
have bobbed up In the passing years
to test the best deteclive minds in
the slale. Today, the case remains
unsolved and slands as ane of North
Carclina’s major mysterles of all
time.

lite and that of her daughter by [j

These and many olher gqueslions|

The missing woman® husband,
E. C. Bryan, an employe of the Al-
ilaniie Coast Line railroad. reporied
to police thait he had been busy
making concrete [orins In the base-
ment of his beach collage prepara-
jrory to pouring, cemenl when his
(wife.camg home from the beach al
:8:30 o'clock thal Salurday night and
|preplred supper.
LEFT FOR STUHE.

Bryan also reporied o police that
nis wife told him she was golng 1o
the pew five-and-ten-cent slore at
the beach to buy a brassiere. Her
daughter gleefully asked permission
o accomnpany her. Bryan sajd his
viife and child left about § o'clock
in thelr esr, bul they never came
back. He said his wile left several
11ings behind that she had just taken
ol! of her fingers, and Lhal she was
wearing a summer print dress,
brown and while shoes, minus any

“l|l:ose, and a green turban, She was

five feel, eight Inches 1tall and
weighed 128 pounds.

Bryan told police that afler his
wile and daughter lell, ne wenl lo
bed and was awakened somelime
laler by the arrival® of his wife's
brother, Berry Lewls, and a com-
panion from Bladenboro, Lewis in-
quired about his sister and was Lold
thal she had gone to the dime store.
Bryan seid hiz brother-ln-law lelt
and returned sometime later, arous-
Ing him again. He reporied to Bryan
thal he had found no lrace of Mrs.
Bryen, Mary Rachel, or lhe car.

CALLS IN FOLICE.

Alarined over thelr whereabouls,
Boyan said he reported the malter
lto Chlel of Police Ed Leonard of
Carplina Beach, who instituted an
irnmediate search for Lthe car and
the maolther and child.

e Covm e

——mm s b enf e dam

lavail. Mol = single clue could bej

: |were dispsiched

pressed through the day, bul lo nog
uincovered that might shed light on:
their whercabould

Delgiled deseriptinns ol  them
i nelghboring
sintes. Every Stale Highway patrol-
men in Nurth Carelina was sleried
fu: the 1935 Ford coupe bearing u_:.-.
leense number 219-058 Officors in
peighboring cuunntics begin a svareh
for Lthe missing pair. -

Sherilf C. David Jones, now de-
erpsetl,  masigoed Deputy Sherilt
Purler Davis, now sheriff, [ulllime
to the case, He was given valuable
id by Sgl. J. R. Smith of the Slale
tighway patral, since promoted 1o
caplain, and Harry Fales, head ol
the Cily-Counly Bureau ol ldenti-
Dicalion, 5

Theorizing thal Mrs, Bryan might
have gune to Bladenbore 1o visit |
rifulives, officers began & cheek ol
In!l service statiens leading to Wil-
Imuingien frem Careline Beach. This

ing hersell and her daughter.
What really happened

.
may never be known.

e Tl
Byeyan and her child—and the car—

was done 1o delermine whether she
pad bought any gasoline. [or Lhe
car conlained oaly a small amounl
when she drove il away, it wasi re-
porled. However, Ihey were unable
In pick up her trail. Officers ex-
tended the canvass lo lilling stutions
nerth and weslk of Wilminglon, bul
they mel with no luck. No one re-
ralled seeing the Ford coupe or Lhe
womah and child.
SUICIDE PLUNGE?

Had Mrs. Bryan, in &8 momenl al
frenzied despondency, driven Uhe
car inte the Cape Fewr river in a
yuicide plunge’ Armed with drag-
'hooks, workers probed the muddy
cdepths of the river at the fool of

olher decp poinls, bul they mel

with no luck. i

hicle was extended thuoughoul Ve
lenstern seaboard, The State Bureuu
ol Investigotion, called in on the
teasr, wssigned Agenl Janes F, Bead-

shaw, Jr., w the investigatun.
Erudshew, sn airplune pilot him-i
scll, scoured ilie countryside by

plane, bul could find nothing of
vilue. Il was w3 if the earth had
gpeened up and swallowed the moth-
er and child—and car,

Were they slain and the car dis-
muntled and destroyed? II the car
was pol laken apart and done away
wilh il piece by piece, did the can-
ny killer dispose of their bodies in
a8 well-hidden grave and then drive
the car into the Inland wealerway
near lthe beach? Several offleers
hold lo the laller theory, pointling
oul lhat the briny waler would have
aided in disinlegralion of the ve-
hiele.

Al the time of their dizappear-
Junce, a large sewer pipeline wis
heing dug al Caroline Beach, and

there ase ollicers who hold 1o the
belief thal the mother and child
were Killed and their bodies dumped

.

Rrd Cress streel here and al several [

The searcvh flor the missing ve- 1
i

H




| never heard of the bill,
3t having any county names
:n. Soles said.
Lee said he inadvertently
Columbus County in the
itroduced the bill at the re-
f Sen. Block,” Sen. Lee
{e felt that he, because of
:gal ties, should not intro-
s bill."
interview before the Senate
Sen. Soles said that Sen.
d him that he "could not re-
" who asked him to intro-
& bill.
n if it has some merit, it's
ng to get through. I'm not
to play that game,” Sen.
said. "I am positive that

something under the table
roing on, but I have not been
find out who's under the ta-
) to speak. Things like this
happen unless somebody's
 with it.”

velopment

itate Environmental
igement Commission

d forward Thursday with

: to restrict development

1d the state's surface water
lies. Page QB

anve NOme e ldgiuiuge v wee
state's injury problem.

“One of the things that we need
to do in this area is to get people out
of the mentality of thinking about
injuries as accidents,” said Carol

Yl/emn 6 7E -/

PR e 0

For each county, the report lists
the causes of injuries, number of
deaths, average years of life lost
and the estimated costs. Though
the statistics are from 1988, Dr.

ders — were the leading causes o
injury deaths in' 1988, the repon
says. Motor vehicle accidents killec
1,598 people.

Please see INJURIES on page 5E

CAROLINA BEACH
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Mystery disappearance
marks 50th anniversary

By KIRSTEN B. MITCHELL

Staff Writer

Half a century ago, Carolina
Beach resident Lelia Lewis Bryan,
36, and her 4-year-old daughter,
Mary Rachel, stepped out of their
beach home .one May evening
around 9 p.m. They climbed into 2
1935 Ford coupe and drove toward

" a nearby grocery store,

The mother and daughter never
arrived at the store and no trace of
them -— or the car — has ever been
found. Despite massive manhunts
and investigations, their disappear-
ance has baffled the State Burean of
Investigation and relatives of the
woman and child,

Today marks the 50th anniversa-
ry of their disappearance. Mrs.
Bryan's nephew, i ith,
holds little hope that the mystery of
his vanished aunt and’ cousin will
ever be solved. The 48-yesr-old
man said he was born almost two

Six weeks after the disappear-

ance, SBI detectives in Raleigh said

v

By

they suspected foul play. A nimber
of theories were brought forth, but
none could ever be proved.

The theories behind the disap-
pearance include Mrs. Bryan driv-
ing the car into Snows Cut, or a
murderer who buried them with
sewer lines in Carolina Beach and
drove the car into Snows Cut.

I\:[r.l.ewisieanstawardﬂm-sm?-

d my
aunt and niece killed his father or
him to kil himself," Mr.

4 e

Wet work

Kenneth Guyton of Propst
from under a cardboard b
rain Thursday to put dowr
Long Beach.
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Mrs. Lena M. Smith Mrs. Effie V. Wade Mrs. Lucille Coplin
LAURINBURG — Mrs. Lena LILLINGTON — Mrs. Effie V. SANFORD — Mrs. Lucille
Mae Smith, 75, of 605 Wagram St.  “Tootsie” Wade, 66, of Route 2died  Coplin, 69, of 2855 Seawell St. died
died Saturday. Sunday. : Sunday in Central Carolina Hospital.
Born in Robeson County, she was Funeral services will be con- Arrangements will be announced:
o i e S
ick Leviner and a ill Uni e ¥
fﬁi{t:iie e?l";phfee_ Revs. Lester Bissette and Jeff Robert T. Hammonds

Funeral services will be con-
ducted today at 3 p.m. at East
Laurinburg Church of God by the
Revs. RP. Fields and Randall
Snead, directed by Butler Funeral
Home. Burial will be in Hillside
Memorial Park.

Surviving are her sons Paul,
Willie—Fverett and Claregce Smith
Jr.,| all of Laurinburg; diug
Evelyn Troublefield Fai
brother Euogene Leviner of
Rockingham; 13 grandchildren; and
eight great-grandchildren.

John L. Ponzer

SOUTHERN PINES — John
Lewis Ponzer, 76, of 295 Hillside
Road died Saturday in Moore
Regional Hospital in Pinehurst.

He was a retired assistant light-
ing specialist will Carolina Power &
Light Company.

Funeral services will be con-
ducted, Tuesday at 11 am at
Emmanuel Episcopal Church by
the Revs. Samuel Walker and Fred
Thompson, directed by FPowell
Funeral Home. :

Surviving are his wife Willetta
Woody Ponzer and his daughters
Grace and Janet Ponzer, both of
Cary.

Memorials may be made to
Sandhills Hospice Ine, P.0. Box
1376, Southern Pines 28388 or the
American Heart Association, P.O.
Box 147, Southern Pines 28388,

Gray M. Hall

HOPE MILLS — Gra]ghlll. Hall,
71, of 5514-C Country Place died

and his sister
Elizabeth Hudson of Fayetteville, |

The family will receive friends
tonight from 7 to 9 at Reeves
Funeral Home and other times at

the home of Hodges, 5514-C
Country Place, Hope Mills. ;

level died Saturday. Funeral 1 pm. at
Burial in LaFayette Memorial Park in

. formerly of Whiteville_:,_ jﬂl:d_ Wy_

e Bl cher m o S EE—

Leggett, infant daughths

Leggett, of 141-C Highland
died Saturday.

by Jackson Funeral Home.

Roberts. Burial will be in the
church cemetery.

* Surviving are her husband Clif-
ford L. “Jack” Wade; daught&gs
Sylvia BEellflower, Phyllis
Gwartney and Brenda Wade, all of
Lillington; son Billy Wade of
Lillington; sisters Pauline Caviness,
Callie May and Vera Harrington,
all of Sanford; brothers Rupbert
and Stancil Spivey, both of Sanford,
and Trenton Spivey of Maryland;
] seven grandehildren.

he family will receive friends
tonight, from 7 ‘to 9 at O'Quinn
Fuperal™j Memorials may be

Infant
LAURINBURG

Arrangements will be

ducted Wednesday A

Black Hiver P erian

by the Revs. Thatford and
alter-—Ha , directed by

Crumplep-Honeycutt Funeral

Home ir n. Burial will be in
Surviving are her da Ann

D. Eeller of Syracuse, N.Y., and her
t-grandson Aaron keller of
use.

The family will receive friends
at this home.

William H. Hagin

PINEELUFF — William Henry
Hagin, 76, died Satruday in Moore
Regional Hospital in Pinehurst,

A retired Farmer from Anson
County, he moved to Pinebluff in
1980 and was a member of Taylor
Memorial Baptist Church in the
Roseland Community.

Funeral services will be con-
ducted Tuesday at 3 p.m. at Faith
Baptist Church in Lilesville. Burial
will be in the church cemetery.

Suryiving are his sons Charles T.

CHADBOURN — Robert Tiffany
Hammonds, 68, died Sunday in
Columbus County Hospital in
Whiteville.

Funeral services will be con-
docted Wednesday at 2 pm. at
Corinth Baptist Church by the Revs.
J.P. Williams and Boyd Williamson.
Burial will be in Simmons family
cemetery,

Surviving are his wife Peggy
Moser Hammonds; son Robert W.

-Hammonds of the home; daughter

Wanda K. Soles and Debbie Morris,
both of Whiteville, and Zeda
Hathway of Summerland Key, Fla.;
stepdaughters Catherine and Jen-
nifer Ward, both of the home, and
Janice Strickland of Cerro Gordo;
brother Irvin R. Hammonds . of
Chadbourn; sisters Mary Gerrall' of
Chadbourn and Doris Walters of
Fairmont; nine grandchildren; and
ten great-grandchildren.

The family will receive friends
Tuoesday from 7 to 9 pm. at
Mercer-Worthington Funeral Home.

Mrs. Melba G. Pait
BLADENBORO — Mrs. Melba

Guiton Pait, 66, died Sunday in

Wilmington Hospital.

Funeral services will be con-
ducted Tuesday at 2 p.m. at Center
Roads Baptist Church by the Rev.
Ear] Henry. Burial will be in New
Pait Cemetery.

Surviving are her sons Robert
Pait of Lumberton, Terry Pait of
Shallotte apd Timmy Pait of
Dublin; daughters Mrs. Bill Kucejko
of Elizabethtown, Elsie Pulley of
Lumberton and Bardie Batton and
Ginger Parks, both of Bladenboro;
sisters Lucy Price, Thelma Brisson
and Fodie Edwards, all of Bladen-
boro, Lydia Edge of Dublin and
Laura Jackson of Tennesses: nine
grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren,

The family will receive friends
tonight from 7 to 9 at Lewis
Funeral Home. S

Mrs. Mildred T. Powers

ST. PAULS Mrs, Mildred
Townsend Powers, 79, died Sunday.

Arrangements will be announced
by McNeill Funeral Home.

Cheney Arrives
T DLt n =
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S. B. 1. CASE UNSOLVED

November 13, 2000

You be the detective on the Lelia Bryan
Unsolved Mystery Case of 1941

In 1941 the State Burean of Investigation was

newly created. Before the days of “High Tech”

it was hit with a case that has persistently defied
solution over almost sixty years. It relates to the
disappearance, at Carolina Beach, of Lelia

Lewis Bryan and her four year old danghter,

Mary Rachel Bryan on May 10® of 1941.

The facts are so simple, one would think a solution
would have been quickly found. A mother was missing,
her daughter was missing, and an object as big as a car
was

missing. There is no certainty as to where mother,
daughter or car was. The search has delivered
exhaustion but no certainty of evidence. The effort to
find Lelia Mary Rachel and the car was thorough. The
effort prodoced only weariness, news articles and
theories. The following information is all we have of
effort to uncover this mystery. Become your own
Sherlock Holmes and see how well you can do to unravel
this unsolved mystery.

Lelia’s hometown was Bladenboro and her high
school annual, “The Adventurer” in 1923 said, “Lelia—
the kind of friend who sympathizes, loves, forgives,
forgets and understands. If it is fun you are up to Lelia
is with you. If you are down and out, go to Lelia. She
will make you langh whether you feel like it or not.”
Lelia was
“Poetess of the Senior” class and a Member of the
O’Henry Literary Society™ and Manager of the
Basketball Club in 1921 and 1922.

Lelia finished Bladenboro High School and
. entered nurse’s’ training at James Walker Memorial

* Hospital in Wilmington. Hearsay has it that an Eddie C.

In thig issue...
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in the leg by an irate husband. Lelia fell in love with him
and they were married. Mache Lewis, Lelia’s mother
would not allow him in her house, for he had been
dmmmﬁmmmmmw

Carl Bryan was hi Eddie C. Bryan worked for
the Atlantic Coastline Railroad out of
Wilmington.

Lelia was 36 in May 10® of 1941, and Mary
Rachel was four years old. Their home was in Carolina
Beach. Her husband, E. C, Bryan said she hd told him at
9:00 P.M. that she was going to the new “Five and Dime
Store” to buy a bra, and maybe she would stop at the
mm Rachel-

She had left her rings on the
mﬂﬂymwm
to bed and went to sleep. '
brother of Lelia was
and stopped to see his sister. He her
hﬂuﬂmﬁﬁmﬂl&hmm Eddie told Barry
she was wearing summer print dress, brown and white
shoes, minus hoes and wearing a green turban. Barry left
and returned later to report he had not found Lelia or
Mary Rachel or the car.

Eddie C. Bryan was alarmed at the report and
called Ed Leonard, Chief of Police at Carolina Beach. A
search was begun immediately and found nothing. There
was not a trace of mother, daughter or the 1935 Ford

coupe.
A full search began and grew in magnitude as the
weeks and months went by. A small amount of gas
reported in the car, spawned a gas station to station
review to see if a woman and four year old girl had
bought gas on the night of May 10® or the moming
following. Officers had pictures to show station
managers. It was the time of World War Il and gas was
rationed. Not one manager reported seeing the pair.
May 28* Constable Ezzel of Wilmington told
Police Chief Coleman the officers had found some
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tangible clue but did not give the nature of the evidence.

He did say they believed daughter and mother had been
in the county since the time of their disappearance. This
information was reported in Wiiteville on May 28% and
shows how quickly the seath and views about the case
had spread. S.B.l agent. James Bradshaw, had flown
low level flights over New Hanover county looking for
scrutiny. There were no signs of the car. Dragging
operations in the waterways and rivers did tumn up one
pane of glass that could have come from a 1935 coupe.
But the car was not found. On June 23", 1942, 200
soldiers from Camp Davis were asked to aid in the
search of remote areas of swamps and woods. Lelia was
described as being slender, five feet seven inches tall,
and weighing 120 to 125 pounds with dark brown hair
and dark eyes.

Up the coast as far as New York State, and as far
south as Florida agents were on the alert. By July of the
following year the N.C. license number, 219-056 was in
the mind of all state troopers and even the\engin i
18-1833996 was posted in many repair shops
Automobile Underwriters Association was notified to
watch for the Ford coupe in every state in the nation.
of the mother and child. A reward of $100.00 was
offered by E.C. Bryan for information as to where they

might be.

is, who was a deputy sheriff in Bladen
County, took a leave of absence to join in the futile
search. In the Bladen Joumnal’s 100" Anniversary
Edition, of November 1999 on page 111, it was reported
that the skeletons of Leila Lewis Bryan and her daughter
had been found near Carolina Beach in 1956. A Carolina
Beach zoo keeper had discovered the skeletons while
chasing a pony running along a road near the Cape Fear
and proven to be Negro. So the search continues.
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