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Mr. -- Tatum i P
Monroeville, Alabama ‘ I
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vear kr. Tatum:

This is & peculiar way to address a. letter,-1I will admit. “ut for several years
ge & 3ort of hobby I have been trying to collect information on the Tatum clen.
iy father Henry Pierce Tatum who was born nsur lizabethtown, K. C. son of
0llen or Qllin Tetum and grandson of Jesse Tatum used to tell ue thet when he
was & young wen, probably on his way to Bexas, he visited an uncle, Owen Tatum,
near,ﬁ@nrgaville,wﬁlabama,“in,monro@'efbnjyamﬁe_told the tale that when Owen Tatum
was & boy, probably in his 'teens, he helppd drive a herd of cattle from W. C.
to Alabama, married end reised a family there and never went back to to N. Co
Thet Owen Tatum wes a farmer of considerable substance end did & good deal of
trading in livestock. Ii~w this Owen Tatum was & brother of Ollen Tatum, wy
grand father, and & grandeon of Jesse Tatum, my great grandfather. Jesse Tatum's
wife was an Eliine, but I do nct know her given neame.

Aow know ing the ebove, the cther day I went down to the Public Library here
and viewed tine microfilm of tne L@éo cunsus of ionroe County, Alabamea. In it,
sureencugh, was listed Owen Tatum and-his family. It was written in good hand-
writing in ink but some of it was very dim and herd to read accurately. But
the census taker, whose neme I did not take down, gave his postoffice as Burnt
Corn, Alabema. I thought to myeelf, that is an odd name. But I looked, j#up on
a present day road wap, and that is right, it is still there. I could, meke out
for sure the age of Owen Tetum,-it was either 51 or 58, probably 51 in 1860.

. Now it was probably about 1885 let us say that Papa visited him. If he was 5l
he must have been born about 1809 end would have been about 76 in 188%5. Cllen
Tatum his brother was born in 1808. iie had at least another brother whose Name

. was Theophilus Tatum and they called hinm Off Tatum. Cff Tetum had a son named
Dan Tetum, end Jan Tetum had a son namel [ash Tatum. Nash Tatum was Sneriff of
Bleder Qounty, N. C. souwe thirty or so~years ago. I do not know whether 'he is
stil]s \iving or not. R
BARTS U R ! ' ' i
licw %,ﬁy census of Monroe County, Alab&@a} of 1860 gives Qwen Tatum!'s fgpuily as
folloy f3 Owen Tatum, 5l. Value of realedtate: $4000. Value of personal property:
1,000 4, Place of birth:s N. C. liie wife ls not listed, probably dead at the time
but Io not remember Pepa saying anything about it. Son, William age 19; uorly 17;
John 1@; Richard 13; Arsa or Ursa a girt 12; korison 10; Hugh 5. low thie of course
wes ju%t a year before the outbreek of the Civil ar and it ie possible that ths
older two boys went to the war, and maylbe never caume back. It was I figure et
least 25 may be more years later that Papa visited them and they that were living
were then mature or middle aged. William would have Leen may be 45, ured 37 and
Hugh 3 or wmore. : f ‘
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Kow just as a matter of gneral interestin getting all the information 1 can on
the Tetums I will appreciate it if who éver gets this lestter will write we all
you know of the descendents of this (Owen Tatum, or pass this letter along to snwme
other membser of the clan so inclined.

: ' Sincerely,

- L ey



“PAMILY TREE"

N%te: It is known that Owen Tatum, Theaphilus Tatum, and Cllen Tatum were brothers. Whether Claborn
Tatum and Joshua Tatum were also brothers and sons of Jesse is not certain without further informeti~
on is not certain. They were of the propsr sge to be and also. Alsoc Jesse in the census of 1820 of
Bladen County, N. C. had 6 male members of his family beside himself. So Joshua and Claborn cer-
tainly were either brothers of the others or cousins. I have reason to believe that a Laban Tatum
who was shown in the Sampson County N. C. census of 1808 and also in the 1790 census of “ampson
County but never found in Bladen County was a brother of greatgrandfather Jesse, bscause Uncle
Malcolm Mc I. Tatum said he could remember his father, Ollen Tatum exclaiming while talking to
a cousin, an "Aunt"Peggie or Meggie: "Oh yes, I remember Uncle Laban®

° JESSE TATUM & WIFE WHO WAS A MISS ELXINS
Born before 1775 as he is shown on 1820
census a being "ower 45"

1860 censuss 1850 Census 183D census 13%) census Family record &
OWEN TATUM Claborn Tatum Joshua Tatum THEOPHILUS TATUM CLLEN TATUM
Born Bladen Q. Born 1803 Born 1806 Born 1807 Born 1808
1802 moved to Ala. Sarsh 1814(w.) Eliz. 1818(w.) Anna M.1816 Sarah Ann 1814
when a boy. Owen John D. 1832 John H. 184239 lst wife, a Bake '™
! Stanley Robert W. 1834 Daniel S. 1836 Richard W. 1831
' Elizabeth Julia A. 1845 Julia A. 1842 Jonathan S. 1834
Morly b. 1843 Charity Sarah C. 1844 (Killed Siege of
John 1845 Sarsh Harriett M. 1846 Vieksburg 5,21/'63
Richard 1847 ' Neamon Mershall N. 1848 Hanson 1836
Ursa — 1838 ! Susana E. 1850 (Died young)
Morison 1850 “ Lennon A. 1855 Simeon(Died young)
Hugh Emeline 1857 1838
1 Marshall N. 1841
zmwoowa1lumamm0vmwm<mddo (Burren. wth Gn. &
1 Lee 4/9/'65
U § Nicholas G. 1844
Mts Sue Johnson Catherine daugt.

- Ollin Tatum Thom. % gm.u.% MeIni
) 2nd wife 1820
Sarah Jane 1846
Malcolm MeI. 1848
John Wesley 1849
OCwen J. ng
Ellen ¢. 1852
HENRY P. 1853
‘ (My dad)
Alex. T Anwo %‘Ogmv
Albert D. 1857
Purley(Preston)186 3
Notes The year of birth in all but Ollen Tatum group is figured by subtracting the age at time of

census from year of census, so in any case ~~uld be a year off.
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March 10, 1961

/
Tn &s much as T had ldst my notes which I mede ® year or ro 8go I went back over to

the Library and checked the !l. S. Census Records of 1860 and 1880 of the Owen Tatum
family of Nonros County Ala. T also checked the 1B=N Census record but could not find his
name lasted, possibly I overlcoked it, or poesibly he was livinfg in enother county
et the time. The writing, while of & high guality, is not alwayse very pbain, the paper
hes faded and the ink in many caeses has faded, possibly of poor quality to start with.
1 detected some errors both in my making out of the spelling in some cases, and of my
reading the figures of the sgzes of the 18860census which was the one T found before.

1860
The 1860 Cengus ae T now resd it, partly with the aid of s magnifying glass to bring
ru¥unclaer or indistinct letters or figures is as followss
, Tatum, Owen, Farmer (Paze 77 original numbering, page 843 governcent stamped numbering
the firet nurber apparently feferring to lionroe dounty, and the stamped number referring
to the whole state) Post "ffice:furnt Corn. Census taker (Daputy Warshall) L. P. Clingmen.
1o wife's name was given, probaly deceased. incidehtally, there was no fuife given in
the 1870 Sensus either. Vaelue of realestate 4000. Balue of personal estate 7000
Childrens )
#illiam, aze 12, ¥ale (probably born 1848) What bscans of William %
¥illey , "age 12, Femels,(aleo probably born 1848, and probably twins.) Tuie girl's naume
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in the 1870 Census spelled something like: killeyle. The last two letters T
an not certain about. ﬁ}§ ”zhjZ%$ yw¢mqﬁﬁﬁ}wéﬂ (y & ey
John, age 15 nale (Probably born 1845) (Rt n N ~
Richard " 13 tale [ ° " 1847) [g;ﬁg;wﬁgf {é;&V@{£¢?; :
Area " 12 Femsle( " " 1848)not sire of aspelling:uay be A
monroe " 10 vele (" f 1850) thie name T made out before T belisve iorris or
forison. ,
dugh "5 rale (" " 1855) !
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Pow in the 1519“U. 3. Census of Monroe County thie ssmz family is given. Page 145 original

numbsr and stamped number 479. The whole Tounty post office ie ziven as Dennards Bluff.

So that must have been the post offict® of the irkm census teker, Deputy Marshall,

Samual Barr. (At enothe entry 1 meke out the nawe &s Samual Blair) This family census

was mede Jul » 11, ,1870. Some changss in the family have teken placs*since the 1580 census.

ﬂillianﬁf ﬁﬁ%“?ﬁgted, probably moved away ¢n hie own, or deceasesh. The censuases glve

only th ”beoplc who live in a particular dwelling in one group. Also Richard ie apparently

parried but he and hia wife live in the same dwelling. Tn the case of #illy of 1850

she is now of course 22 but spells her name lilleyle or gometh ' ng of the kind. Probably

you will know how it should be. Also the nawe 7 is now spelled Tatom instead of Tatum.

(That is 0¥, wy grandfather Cllen spellal it Tatom, as did tne older gset of his children.

but Papa said mowss svery one else spelled it ‘atum so he changed to spelling it Tetum.

Also there is now & girl named Josephin, 11 years of age. T can not explain that. But

possibly Owen Tatum's wife had recently died in 1860 and this infant may have taken

care of by some relative or frirféd and wes therefore not in the ssme dwelling with Nwen

and so technically was not listed. So to ge sh&d with the 1870 Census:

Tatom, Owen, sge 65, born N. Cerolina, value realsstate 1000. Value personal property 1200.
(Now there is quite & fall in valueation from 1860. Possibly thet is
a realistic reflection of the effects of the 0ivil ar)

Tatom, Willeyle, age 22, house work. (Wonder what sver became of Killy. Girls and everyone

else had & rough time in the South coming up thru and

 Hugh age 15
hh &R 28 after the Uncivil Warl) I know. Ive heard too much tall

ronroe age 18. "hat became of him?
Richard 22
Narouritt (%) 18 (wife) (I believe Nrs Susie T. Johnson of leatrice who anewered

)
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my first letter is a descenden} of Richard and varouritt)
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